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Hi to all our 

members and 

anyone else 

around the 

world that 

takes the time to read our monthly 

newsletter. On behalf of the Committee, I 

wish you all a safe and Very Merry Xmas 

and a Super Happy New Year. Let us all put 

2020 behind us and hope that 2021 

provides us all with a COVID-19 vaccination 

and a more memorable year than we have 

just experienced. 

Sadly, we have lost another of our long 

serving and dedicated members. 

Bill HALL passed away on the night of 3/4 

Dec, and in accordance with his wishes, his 

ashes were scattered over the Angeles 

Flying Club on Sun 6th Dec. Photographs 

later in this newsletter. RIP Bill. Our 

thoughts are with his long term partner, 

Violy. 

Although the AC RSL Sub-Branch is STILL 

shut down, and will continue to be for the 

foreseeable future, we that are still here in 

the Philippines, mainly in Pampanga, got 

together in the Clubrooms on 15th Dec for 

a small Xmas gathering.  About forty plus 

members attended and partook in some 

wonderful locally made pies and sausage 

rolls and the odd few bottles of the local 

brew.  

Stories were told, friendships renewed, 

memberships were paid, much to the 

pleasure of Ron our treasurer, and in 

general, everyone enjoyed the event. 

Some photos of the afternoon are 

contained later in this newsletter. 

We have been fortunate to now be able to 

conduct regular monthly Committee 

Meetings which allows us to try and map 

out our approach to getting everything 

back to normal, whatever the new 

"normal" will be. 

 Fenson Hotel. The owners are currently 

continuing to repair the hotel and are 

actively seeking a new tenant. Until that 

occurs, we are committed to provide 24/7 

security for our clubrooms.  

In our last newsletter, I took the  

opportunity to advise you all of the  

changes to our scheduled events for the 

next few months. I will continue to do that 

in all newsletters and the following is an 

update on those that have been 

delayed/changed and others that are still 

President’s Report 
By: Gary Barnes – Sub-Branch President 
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programmed to be conducted over the 

next few months:  

• The annual Australia Day function is 

cancelled. 

• Medical Missions are cancelled for 

the foreseeable future. 

•  Committee Meetings are now 

conducted monthly. 

• Our Anzac Day Service is still in our 

Program of events and we are 

hoping to conduct the 2020 AGM on 

the same day.  

Our priority in these difficult times 

continues to be the health and safety of 

ourselves and families, our members and 

our wider community.  

I remind you once again that our resources 

here at AC RSL Sub-Branch are limited, 

however, the Australian Embassy in Manila 

is continuing to provide very good support 

in assisting us with some our members' 

issues. 

I continue to remind you all to please look 

after yourselves, your families, and one 

another, and continue to follow the 

Australian Chief Medical Officer’s advice 

regarding social distancing and stay at 

home if you’re unwell.  

COVID-19 Vaccination. Attached to this 

newsletter is an AC RSL Sub-Branch 

members's family information sheet, that I 

would like all Philippine based members to 

complete and Email to our Sub-Branch 

secretary, Johnathan Lalas.  

His Email address is located at the bottom 

of the form.  

This will allow us to calculate the number 

of vaccinations required to cover all 

resident AC RSL members and their 

families.  

Furthermore, it will facilitate the 

Committee being able to contact you all 

very quickly should there "perhaps" be an 

Australian COVID - 19 Vaccine available 

through the Australian Embassy here in the 

Philippines.  

In closing, I again wish you and your 

families all the very best for Xmas and the 

New Year, and hope that you all continue 

to enjoy a safe and healthy existence over 

the next few months, or until the situation 

is more stable and controlled. 

Best Regards, 

Gary Barnes 

The COVID-19 members family 
information sheet follows on page 2.   
Ed 
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RETURNED AND SERVICES LEAGUE OF AUSTRALIA 
ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH – PHILIPPINES  

 

COVID - 19 VACINATION FAMILY INFORMATION SHEET 

  

Members name and (age): 

 

Name of Wife and (age): 

 

Name of Children and (age) 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

 

Home address: 

 

Home Ph no: 

 

Cell phone number:  

 

Email to  Secretary AC RSL Sub-Branch Jonathan Lasas at jclalas@yahoo.com 
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In our last newsletter, we featured an article about Highett RSL Sub Br oldest member, Frank 

Holland-Stabback. 

I have received the notification below from ‘Speedy’ Sahariv, a fellow Sapper, who also provided 
these words: 

Fellow Sappers, 
  
On the 15th of this month a Sapper, Francis (Frank) Holland-Stabback who turned 100 years of age 
recently, has passed away. 
  
He is one of the many WW1 and WW2 veterans who up-ed their ages to enable him to enlist into the 
Army in time of war. 
It showed the passion and the “Digger Spirit” to be involved voluntarily in defence of our nation which 
many would say is lacking in the majority of the youngsters of today, albeit, with our modern technology 
and record keeping it would be a difficult undertaking to up one’s age to enlist in the Services. This is not 
to take away from those who volunteer for service in today’s military. 
  
Frank found himself in the 2/10th  Engineer Company RAE a unit of the 8th Division of the 2nd AIF in the 
defence of Singapore which fell to the Japanese in February 1942 with most of the British garrison force 
being taken POW.  We read about the atrocities carried out against these POWs by their captors. I 
believe they (POW) who survived until repatriated at wars end have kept much of their treatment to 
themselves and admirably lived out their lives in the betterment and advancement of this our 
country.  They are/were heroes of our time and should never be forgotten. 
  
Frank was the custodian of his units Banner which he had donated to the Highett RSL in Victoria. 
  
Thanks to Roger Hyde OAM, the Welfare Officer of the (Highett) RSL and Jim Davies of the RAE 
Association Victoria (Inc) for passing on this information on a Warrior from our past. 
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CLARK AIRBASE 

Someone in our email group found this informative video on Clark airbase’s past and what has 
occurred since the Mt Pinatubo volcanic eruption in June 1991, up to now. 

Anyone who has spent some time in Angeles would have ventured onto the base at some time 
to see what it looked like then, and now. 

I have a keen interest, as I was in Angeles when Pinatubo erupted, and used to do shopping at 
the many ‘duty free’ stores that sprung up when the USAF abandoned the base. Mostly 
purchases were imported food items, not available in the local shopping areas. 

The video below has been viewed by many of our members via email, but I have put it here for 
readers who have not watched it.     Just click on the image below, it should open in another 

page with a red arrow, click and watch.    Larry    Ed 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/hmNc8ERB8A4?feature=oembed
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Again, President Gary emailed this to many people, but here it is for all readers. 

 

Finally, another old video of Filipino’s seeking their freedom from occupiers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/tpVJB1XWWLg?feature=oembed
https://www.youtube.com/embed/C68eY1ovdEE?feature=oembed
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THE FOLLOW UP OF THE TEDDY SHEEAN STORY 

In our #159 July to October newsletter we featured an article about the fight for, and the 
acceptance of evidence, for the post humous awarding of the Victoria Cross (VC) to Ordinary 

Seaman Teddy Sheean. 

Here is the final part of that story where the VC was presented to Teddy’s family exactly 78 years 
to the day that he sacrificed himself for his shipmates. 

 

Governor-General of Australia, General, the Honourable David Hurley AC DSC (Retd) says a few private words to Teddy 
Sheean’s nephew Greg Ivory before officially handing over the Sheean VC.       Photo from GG’s Facebook page.  

Ordinary Seaman Edward ‘Teddy’ Sheean’s 
legendary bravery and sacrifice was formally 
honoured today – 78 years to the day since he was 
killed – with the ceremonial awarding of the Victoria 
Cross for Australia. 

Governor-General of Australia General David Hurley 

made the presentation of the medal to Ordinary 

Seaman Sheean’s nephew Gary Ivory. 

General Hurley said today was a momentous and 

historic day, for the Sheean family – many of whom 

were at Yarralumla for the investiture, with others 

watching live online – for the Tasmanian community, 

for the Royal Australian Navy and entire ADF, and for 

Australia. 

“It is a day to remember Ordinary Seaman Edward 

‘Teddy’ Sheean, to acknowledge the gallantry, 

courage and selflessness he showed 78 years ago 

today,” General Hurley said. 

“And to reflect on his legacy and what it means to us 

today. 

“His story resonates because, as Australians, we 

continue to see – and hope to see – part of Teddy in 

the world around us – selflessness, loyalty and honour. 

“On behalf of all Australians I acknowledge his 

remarkable service, gallantry and sacrifice. 

“May we all remember it, honour it and learn from it.” 
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In COVID-19 isolation at The Lodge, Prime Minister 

Scott Morrison issued a very eloquent statement… 

On this day 78 years ago, a young man from Tasmania 

was bound for Timor. A farm labourer who would 

become a gun loader. An Ordinary Seaman who would 

do an extraordinary thing. 

“None of us will ever know what made him do it” said 

one of the survivors of the HMAS Armidale. 

Today, as our country awards its most sacred military 

honour, we ask ourselves the question asked all those 

years ago. Why did Edward ‘Teddy’ Sheean make the 

choice that he did that day? To help free a motorboat, 

but decide not to board it. To forsake a possible 

rescue, climb a listing deck, and strap himself in to fire 

at enemy aircraft until he slipped beneath the waves. 

To say Teddy Sheean gave his life for his country, 

really doesn’t quite capture the fearless grip he had on 

it until the very end. Everything he did was deliberate, 

it was determined, to save his shipmates from being 

strafed in the sea. 

Why would anyone expect the youngest and most 

junior sailor on the ship to take the actions he did? 

Maybe Teddy yearned to live up to the example of his 

five older brothers who joined the services before him. 

Maybe in the cramped confines of the Armidale he felt 

the same bonds of affection that he felt sharing a home 

with many of his 14 siblings. Or maybe the lessons of 

the Sisters of Mercy stayed with him – ‘Greater love 

hath no men than this: that a man lay down his life for 

his friends’. 

Truth be known, the motivations and brave reason 

intricacies of the human heart are a mystery to us all, 

and even more so when someone’s actions reflect a 

strength not imagined. 

Whatever it was that caused Teddy Sheen to act so 

decisively and determinedly on that afternoon of blue 

skies and calm seas, we find ourselves being 

inextricably drawn to it, prompting us to ask 

ourselves, how can we lead lives as meaningful, as 

selfless, as courageous as the young life of Teddy 

Sheehan and the generation he more broadly 

embodies. 

We see in him and we see in them the highest values, 

sacrifice and stoicism, courage and abiding inner 

strength. 

But there was a great cost. Teddy Sheean never saw 

the end of the war or the peace he helped secure, when 

former enemies became lasting friends. He didn’t 

marry his sweetheart Kathleen or enjoy the long life 

that many of his shipmates did. That was the price of 

his valour that day. 

Though Teddy Sheean’s bravery and name has always 

been known, we all know this honour did not come 

easy. And it is to the credit of his family and 

supporters that they lived out the motto of HMAS 

Sheean – ‘Fight on’. 

Six decades after Teddy’s death, that submarine 

named in his honour made its first trip to Devonport, 

not far from where Teddy grew up. It is said that his 

sister Ivy watched it quietly enter the Mersey, and she 

said she felt as if Teddy had finally come home. 

Today, almost eight decades on from Teddy’s brave 

actions, we know his story grows with the ages. He 

now takes his place as one of the guiding lights of the 

country he indeed served to save. 

Teddy would have turned 97 this month. His life 

brings to mind the words of the British officer and 

poet Thomas Mordaunt – “One crowded hour of 

glorious life is worth an age without a name”. 

The name, the example, the glorious life of Edward 

‘Teddy Sheean’ VC will always be remembered. 

Lest we forget 

This article was sourced from the major Blog  Contact 

This has been a fairly long article, but it is worth 

publishing, as it is a true life story of bravery by a 

person just out of being a child. And the dedication of 

the team that never gave up the fight to get recognition 

for Teddy’s feats on that day in 1942.   

I personally liked the piece where PM Morrison said 

that, as Teddy’s sister Ivy watched HMAS Sheean 

quietly enter the Mersey River in Devonport 

Tasmania, she felt that Teddy had finally come home.    

 Ed.
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WE HAVE LOST ANOTHER LONG TERM LIFE SUBSCRIBER- VALE BILL HALL 

Bill Hall sadly, but peacefully passed away in his sleep the night (3rd/4th) December at his home 
in the Philippines, after a short battle with cancer.  He was a life subscriber Affiliate member and 
all-round good bloke. RIP, Bill. 

 

                                            Bill in the UK accompanied with good mate Chris Weeks 

 

Bill’s final request was that his ashes be scattered in Angeles by aircraft from the Angeles Flying Club. You can 

see Bill trailing behind the aircraft above. 
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A few words from one of Bill’s many mates, Chris Weeks. Chris says: Bill was one of my best mates. I've 
included a few photos of Bill, taken on the UK trip that we took together in 2017. (I have only included one of Bill 
above. Ed) We've been good mates for 10 years, he was 81. I will not forget the smile on his face, sitting in the 
cockpit of a Hawker Hunter jet fighter at the Midland Air Museum, Coventry, he was still a kid at heart. 

On that trip I'm also glad that I was able to facilitate his life-long desire to fly a helicopter, a Robinson R44. He had 
a ball doing that and it took all day for the smile to eventually fade! It was definitely 'Toys for the Boys.'   

He was still riding around Angeles on his Honda as recently as 6 weeks ago. Thankfully, we never grow up, we just 
grow older.   
 
I am very pleased that his final wish was granted to scatter his ashes from an aircraft.   

RIP Bill, many will miss you greatly. Chris. 

_______________________________________________//________________________________________ 

In the last newsletter, I made a special mention about the demise of my friend Steve Innes. I 

mentioned that we were a part of a small group that came up with the idea of starting a RSL in 
Angeles way back late 1993. 

I went on to say that maybe, just Dave Donney and I are the last ones standing of the foundation 
members. 

I have been contacted by Ray Savoula, currently residing in South Australia, who is another 
foundation member, and he is definitely still standing. 

If anyone can confirm that Terry O’Callaghan, our first Sec/Treasurer, who used to live in 
President Aguinaldo Street, Josefaville 2, Terry could still be standing as well. 

Anymore???? 

                                   

 

Beyondtheblackstump.com 
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SUB BRANCH CHRISTMAS DRINKS IN OUR CLUBROOMS 

Photo’s kindly supplied by Peter Renton 

It took some arranging, but a determined effort resulted in a great afternoon for those members able to attend. 

 

 

 

Cannot see an unhappy face among these members. They were pleased to get together at long last. 
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The thumbs up tells it all. 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 

The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the Committee and the Editor take no responsibilities for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in this newsletter. 
Nor do they accept any liability for loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly for use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or 

opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Sub-branch, the Committee or the Editor 
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Current President Gary Barnes and Immediate Past President James Curtis-Smith. 
James is giving the event the thumb up as well. 

Looks like a raffle has just been called as Gary Maher in the doorway and the bloke in front seem to be checking 
their tickets 
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Australian Infantry Vietnam Veterans will recall what  ‘Contact…Wait...Out’ meant. 

But we had radios. 



RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 160  17 

 

 

         

   Ozzie owned. 1st Street Park Apartelle  

Balibago, opposite the basketball courts  

Astro park before the terminal headed  

to SM. Address:   28/11 1st Street 

 

   

             

 

 

 

 

        FOR ALL YOU GOLFING TRAGICS 
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RSL 

Angeles City Sub Branch Philippines 

 
Clubhouse:  
1734 San Pablo St., 
Mt.View Balibago, Angeles City 2009, Philippines 

 

 

President 
Gary Barnes 
Mobile: + 63-995-052-8994 
Email:   garylbarnes86@gmail.com 

Vice President 
Scott Chambers 
Mobile: +63-998-561-1744 
Email:  wine.guy321@yahoo.com 

 

Secretary 
Jonathan Lalas 
Mobile:  
Email:   jclalas@yahoo.com 
 
Committee/Publicity Officer 
Peter Renton 
Mob: +63- 0998 197 4223 
Email: personalitypete@gmail.com 

Treasurer 
Ron Parrott 
Mobile: +63-939-936-5939 
Email:   treasurer@rslangelescity.com 

Committee/Asst Treasurer                                      

Rudolf (Roo) Schiller                                                                                                                                
Mob: + 63- 0977 653 4832 
Email: rudolf54@iinet.net.au 
 

Membership Officer                               Editor                        
David Shine                                                               Larry Smith  
Mobile: +63 0939 853 8168                                   Mobile: +61 423-238-620 
Email: david.shine60@yahoo.com                  Email: tassiedevil47@gmail.com 

 

Quartermaster                                      Wheelchair Co-ordinator                                   
  Vacant                                                                                 Graham Crispin          
Mobile: +63-9                                                                         Mob:                                                                                                                                
Email:                                                                                        Email: grahamcrispin@gmail.com              

Project Officer 
Daryl Rudd 
Mob: +63 0926 614 2096 
Email: darylrudd@yahoo.com.au 
 
 

Do not forget, if dialing ‘in-country’ add in a 0 before the number 

 

 

 

 

 
“The price of liberty is eternal 

vigilance” 

Lest We Forget 

 

 

mailto:jclalas@yahoo.com
mailto:treasurer@rslangelescity.com
mailto:david.shine60@yahoo.com
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President Gary and his committee wish all members and readers a very Happy New 
Year celebration, and hope that 2021 turns out to be a much more prosperous and 

COVID-19 free year than 2020. 

 

It appears that there will be no fireworks for new year eve anywhere, so I am using 
an old view of fireworks in Sydney.    Ed 


