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President’s Report
By: Gary Barnes – Sub-Branch President

Although the AC RSL Sub-Branch is STILL shut
down, and will be for the foreseeable future,
there have a been a number of activities being
undertaken by some of our very hard-working
members of the Committee, along with some
other developments concerning our
Clubrooms.
Sadly, we have lost a number of members,
and a few fellow Australians since we last
produced a newsletter, they are:

October 2020
Hi to all our members and anyone else around
the world that takes the time to read our
monthly newsletter.

Donald (Donny) Ray McDonald
May Aged 76 (Member)

Died 27th

Brydon Butterworth
Jul Aged 73 (Non Member)

Died 17th
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Kevin (KC) Coillet
Died 26th
Aug Aged 70 (Member and Club Treasurer
1998 - 2002)
Picture page 9
John Smith
Died 4th Sep

Aged 73

(Member)

Brendan Butler
Died 20th Sep Aged 54 (Non Member)
Stephen Innes
Died 3rd Oct
Member)

Aged 70 (Founding
Picture page 11

Tom McDonald
Died in Australia on 6th Oct 20 Aged 69
(Member)
Picture page 17
Steve Eggars
(Pres of SUBIC RSL) Died 3rd Oct Aged 56
All were wonderful folks, Steve Innes being
one of our founding members and Kevin
Coillet serving as our treasurer for a number
of years.
However, I would like to make special
mention of Steve Eggars, as he was the key
element in securing the transition of our last
container of "Special Needs wheelchairs"
through Subic Bay customs. Furthermore, he
allowed us to store them in his factory until
we were able to collect them. On top of that,
he facilitated a donation to AC RSL Sub-Branch
of many thousands of lead and coloured
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pencils that we were able to give out to the
children at our Medical Missions.
RIP all the great guys listed above.
For the first time since last February, we
conducted a Committee Meeting in the
clubrooms. At that meeting, it was my
pleasure to welcome, our new AC RSL SubBranch Secretary, Johnathan Lalas, along with
two new Committee Members, those being
Graham Crispin in charge of Wheelchairs, and
Daryl Rudd, our new Project Officer, who are
now both full members of the Committee.
Welcome Johnathan and our sincerest thanks
for joining the team.
Treasurer Ron continues to do a sterling job
in keeping abreast of our financial situation
and both he and Peter are trying to keep up to
date with membership issues, although that is
a particularly challenging task in these difficult
times.
Fenson Hotel. Some of you will by now have
heard that the home of our AC RSL
Clubrooms, the Fenson Hotel, has ceased
trading and the current leasee has abandoned
the premises. Furthermore, for those not
aware, the hotel was stripped of all fittings
and fixtures on or about the 2 October 2020.
Peter Renton and I met with the owners on
Sat 10th Oct, primarily to discuss the situation
regarding the closure of the Hotel, but more
importantly, to discuss the subsequent and
significant issues for the AC RSL Sub Branch,
concerning our Clubrooms.
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The owners assured us that they would NOT
be selling the Hotel and that their intention
was to seek another leasee and get the Hotel
back operating again ASAP. They fully support
the AC RSL, understand what we do for the
community, and will ensure that the new
leasee’s are fully aware of their support to us
along with our desire to remain operating in
our current location.
Quite obviously there was need to have
permanent, around the clock, security at our
clubrooms, and it was agreed with the owners
that the AC RSL will cover the cost of that
security guard. The security will be provided
until at least Christmas 2020, (or until a new
leasee assumes control) at a rate of PHP 700
per day (PHP 4,900 for each 7 day period). The
prime responsibility for the guard/s, is the
security of the RSL clubhouse, which as you all
know, is brand new and contains significant
fitting/fixtures and memorabilia.
Why this all happened is not our concern, the
fact that it has, is, and we the Committee,
now have the significant challenge to keep
the AC RSL Clubrooms and contents secure,
and work towards having a fully functioning
RSL Sub-Branch when the current pandemic
situation allows us to do so.
In our last newsletter, I took the opportunity
to advise you all of the possible changes to
our scheduled events for the next few
months. The following is an update on those
that have been delayed/changed and others
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that are still programmed to be conducted
over the next few months:
• In accordance with Victorian State
Branch advice and their authority, our
AGM, which was originally scheduled
for April this year, will hopefully be
conducted early in 2021.
• Medical Missions are cancelled for the
foreseeable future.
• Another Committee Meeting will
hopefully occur in Nov.
• I will represent the AC RSL Sub-Branch
at the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW)
Veterans Day Ceremony (Aust
Remembrance Day) being conducted at
Clark Veterans Cemetery on 11 Nov 20.
• President's Xmas drinks will hopefully
be held in the clubrooms mid to late
Dec.
Our priority in these difficult times is the
health and safety of ourselves and families,
our members, and our wider community. I
remind you once again that our resources
here at AC RSL Sub-Branch are limited, as
indeed are those in a very undermanned
Australian Embassy - Manila. However, I wish
to mention that the Australian Embassy in
Manila are, and have been, providing very
good support in assisting us with our welfare
issues over the last few months.
In closing, I would remind you all to please
look after yourself, and one another, and
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continue to follow the Australian Chief
Medical Officer’s advice regarding social
distancing and stay at home if you’re unwell.
Note that the age restrictions here in the
Philippines, concerning those that must stay
at home, have once again changed, and are
now as follows:
Children up to age 14 - remain at home, and
Adults aged 66 and above to remain at home
unless seeking medical needs or purchasing
food.
(Summary - 15 to 65 allowed out at last !!)
Once again, I wish you all the very best and
hope that you and your families all continue
to enjoy a safe and healthy existence over the
next few months, or until the situation is
more stable and controlled.
Best Regards,
Gary Barnes

Editors comments
I have been adding articles to this
newsletter since July.
There are articles from that date, and I have
dated them as they occurred.
As our newsletter editor, located in
Queensland, which has quite open
restrictions e.g. go where-ever we wish
within the state, do what we wish so long
as we observe hygiene and social
distancing, I appreciate that I am much
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better off than my fellow RSL members in
the Philippines.
I have been in constant email contact with
our committee members and was advised
of the untimely deaths of members, as
advised by Gary in his report, as soon as
they were known.
In particular, Steve Innes. I have known
Steve since we conceived the idea of
starting a RSL Sub Branch in Angeles City in
1993. Now I am advised (at this time) that
his wife Dory is in hospital, no doubt worn
down by supporting Steve during his health
struggles.
With Steve gone, I am unsure, however,
Dave Donney and I may well be the
surviving foundation members still
standing. (Any reader that can counter
that, please contact me and I will mention it
in the next newsletter).
I am appreciative of President Gary finally
managing to get an update on occurrences
to get his report to me, especially with
what has been occurring during these
closedown times.
He is flat out organizing RSL matters plus
having movement restriction placed on
him, and his home matters, but he
managed to get his report to me so that we
can get a newsletter out to keep members
and readers in our loops.
His report is astounding and certainly scary
as well.

Larry

Ed
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15th
August
2020

18 th
August
2020

10 August 2020 In our last newsletter, President Gary sent a letter to thank the
Highett RSL in Victoria for a generous donation they made to our Sub-Branch. Due to our
relationship with Highett, we would like to acknowledge the special occasion below.
On the 9th of August, Highett RSL’s oldest member, Frank Holland-Stabback turned 100 years.
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< Frank having a beer at his RSL to
celebrate his 99th birthday last year
Frank is a World War 2 veteran
and was a member of the 2/10
Field Squadron Royal Australian
Engineers. Frank was also a
POW.
He is an active member of the
Highett RSL where he supports the
Sub Branch through a number of
activities. Before the current
restrictions, Frank enjoyed heading
to the RSL for a beer with his
mates.
Regretfully Frank will have to wait
until some normality returns to our
lives before he can celebrate this
wonderful achievement of 100
years.

My Comments.
I do not know
how Frank
managed it, but
looking the
photo of him at
99, had I not
known better, I
would have
guessed him at
not a day over
70. Ed
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VC a fitting end to fight
saw tracer bullets lighting up the Timor Sea from
below. Only 49 of the 149 men aboard the
Armidale survived her sinking.
The boy from Tasmania’s Lower Barrington, who
was schooled in Latrobe, didn’t just provide cover
fire – he took down a plane and hit at least
another two.
It’s taken nearly 80 years since this extraordinary
act of heroism for it to be appropriately
recognised for what it was – and that’s why family
and supporters of Teddy Sheean have never
stopped fighting in his honour. He was awarded a
Mention in Dispatches – an honour which didn’t
truly reflect his bravery.
And, to make matters worse, it seems the
government of the day underplayed his efforts in
order to prevent too much attention being drawn
to the tactical blunders which put Teddy and the
other brave souls aboard his ship in harm’s way.

Edward ‘Teddy’ Sheean VC
IT’S a proud moment for the people of Latrobe,
the people of Tasmania and anyone who has
served in the Royal Australian Navy. Yesterday
(11 August 2020) the Queen approved a Victoria
Cross for Tasmanian war hero Teddy Sheean.
Ordinary Seaman Edward “Teddy” Sheean was
only 18 when his ship, the HMAS Armidale, was
taking in water and sinking fast.
He was hit – the pain must have been
excruciating, and no doubt he was bleeding. But
he strapped himself to a gun and kept on firing
as the ship went down. After the ship sank and
Teddy went under with her, his mates say they

Prime Minister Scott Morrison, after initially
refusing to grant the VC despite a tribunal
unanimously finding that Sheean met the
eligibility criteria, and following yet another
review, this week announced he would
recommend the highest military honour
posthumously for the young seaman.
Back in May the Mercury Newspaper revealed
that Chief of the Defence Force Angus Campbell
wrote to Mr Morrison and Minister of Defence
Personnel Darren Chester to “strongly advise”
them to not seek the honour for Sheean as it
could “damage Australia’s relationship” with
Queen Elizabeth. He also warned the request to
grant a posthumous VC could open the
floodgates to a “swath of additional claims for
retrospective military honours”. Thankfully, Her
Majesty, through Governor-General David Hurley,
quickly confirmed her support.
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He, like the rest of the crew was following orders to
abandon ship and was at his lifeboat station assisting
to free a lifeboat, when he spotted a Japanese aircraft
strafing men in lifeboats, and those in the water.
Wounded twice, in the back and chest, he left his
station and made his way to the aft deck and
strapped himself into the Oerlikon 20 mm cannon
and started firing at the attacking aircraft.
When the remaining crew were rescued some days
later, his captain gave a splintered version of what
happened that day. Other statements from rescued
crew filled in gaps of what the captain had seen.
Painting of Teddy in the Australian War
Memorial
Sheean is the 101st Australian to be awarded a
Victoria Cross since 1900 and the 15th Tasmanian.
He is the first recipient to have served in the
Royal Australian Navy.

Teddy was eventually awarded a Mention in
Despatches, which was the lowest award. You may
well understand why when reading the ‘italic’
paragraph in the second column on the page above.
But the Royal Australian Navy knew of Teddy’s
bravery and lack of recognition. In 1999, the
submarine HMAS Sheean was named in his honour.

The night Sheean kept shooting as the sky above
him descended into pure chaos with Japanese
planes strafing the sinking his vessel, their
engines screaming as bullets flew through the air,
must have been terrifying.
His story is one of extreme bravery and sacrifice.
The story of how his supporters never gave up
fighting to have historical wrongs righted is
testament to Sheean’s courageous spirit and the
outcome is the only fitting end to this remarkable
Tasmanian story.
(The story of how his supporters never gave up
fighting to have historical wrongs righted is
testament to Sheean’s courageous spirit).
Editors additional information. From information I
have obtained, Teddy was trained as an Oerlikon
anti-aircraft gun loader.

Being a Tasmanian, I am very proud of the fact that
Teddy Sheean has finally received the recognition he
was denied for almost eight decades. Ed
(This story was copied from the Editorial in the
Hobart Mercury Newspaper on 13 Aug 2020)
Read-https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teddy_Sheean

RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES

Issue 159

The cartoon left is in regard to the
following statement, as shown two
pages back:
Back in May the Mercury revealed
that Chief of the Defence Force
Angus Campbell wrote to Mr
Morrison and Minister of
Defence Personnel Darren
Chester to “strongly advise”
them to not seek the honour for
Sheean as it could “damage
Australia’s relationship” with
Queen Elizabeth”. He also
warned the request to grant a
posthumous VC could open the
floodgates to a “swath of
additional claims for retrospective
military honours”.

WHILST ON THE SUBJECT OF EXTRA-ORDINARY AUSTRALIAN MILITARY PERSONS

General Monash knighted in the field
On the 12th of August 1918, 102 years ago today, (12 August 2020) Lieutenant General
John Monash was knighted on the battlefield by King George V. This was the first time a
British monarch had honoured a commander in such a way in 200 years.
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Monash was invested as a Knight
Commander of the Bath for his services in
1918, particularly for the role he played in
organising the offensive launched on the
8th of August at the Battle of Amiens.
The Battle of Amiens marked the blackest
day for the German army, and undeniably
led to their downfall 100 days later.
Using a massed force of 580 tanks and
armoured cars, the Australians advanced
rapidly and demonstrated the superiority of
combined arms.
The Australians would advance some 10km
deep across a 24km front during the first
day alone. In just over three hours, the
Australians overran the enemy front lines,
capturing 29,144 prisoners, 338 guns, and
liberating 116 towns.
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Before the war he worked as a civil engineer,
and played a major role in introducing reinforced concrete to Australian
engineering practice. He initially worked for
private contractors on bridge and railway
construction, and as their advocate in
contract arbitrations.
Monash died in Melbourne on 8 October 1931
from a heart attack, and he was given a state
funeral. An estimated 300,000 mourners, the
nation's largest funeral crowd to that time,
came to pay their respects. After a Jewish
service, and a 17-gun salute, he was buried
in Brighton General Cemetery. In a final sign
of humility, despite his achievements,
honours and titles, he instructed that his
tombstone simply bear the words "John
Monash". He was survived by his daughter,
Bertha (1893–1979).
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Monash

Described by Field Marshal Montgomery as
‘the best general on the western front in
Europe’, General Sir John Monash is
undoubtedly one of – if not the most –
famous Australian commander in history.
Editors comments. Soon after the conclusion
of hostilities Monash was appointed DirectorGeneral of Repatriation and Demobilisation,
heading a newly created department to carry
out the repatriation of the Australian troops
from Europe. In August 1919, while in
London, he wrote a book titled The Australian
Victories in France in 1918, although it was not
published until April 1920. He returned to
Australia on 26 December 1919 to an
enthusiastic welcome. Monash was promoted
to the substantive rank of lieutenant-general
on 1 January 1920 and returned to the
reserves.

Kevin (KC) Coillet aged 70
Member and Treasurer 1998-2002
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An inner strength in the face of adversity

Mike O’Connor
If you are thinking of complaining about social
distancing and toilet paper shortages, you might
first read what this old Digger told me
IT is 75 years since Australians celebrated their
triumph over a threat more deadly than any virus.
Few will mark the anniversary of Victory in the
Pacific against the invading Japanese next
Saturday, transfixed as they are by the
uncertainties and burdens caused by COVID-19.
It is worth remembering, however, that the
Australians who prevailed over this enemy were
sustained by their inner strength and the
knowledge that defeat was not an option, setting
an example in the face of adversity that we would
do well to follow as we fight our own battle.
They are all but gone now, these warriors of yore,
but I interviewed one of them a few years ago
and if you are thinking of complaining about
social distancing and toilet paper shortages, you
might first read what this old Digger told me.
“We went straight to Milne Bay (in New Guinea)
from Townsville. That was before the Japs landed.
It was only a matter of six weeks or so when we
had an alert.
“Late that night, we got a call to take our rifles
and ammunition and move up to a point on the
beach.
“The Japanese landed and started to make their
way towards us. They started to advance through
the jungle.

“At this time, it was raining day and night and we
moved up beside the aerodrome.
“The Japanese were sending waves of troops
across and they were just getting mown down.
They hit us with everything they had.
“We just lay in the mud and fought. The fighting
went on for about 10 days.
“It was our first action, the first for me and my
mates. At one point, a message came along the
line that no prisoners were to be taken.
“After we’d pushed them back I took out a patrol
to check on a listening post we had up near the
Japanese lines.
“There were dead bodies everywhere. They were
so thick on the ground that you just walked
across them. It was a sight I never want to see
again.
“They were also hanging down from the coconut
trees. Our fighter planes were strafing the tops of
the trees and shooting the snipers. They were tied
in and when they were hit they fell and just hung
there.
“We never found the men at the listening post, so
we presumed that the Japanese got them.
“We pushed them back, but we had so many men
sick with malaria and tropical ulcers that if they’d
landed another 2000 men, they would have
overrun Milne Bay.
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“Tokyo Rose would come on the radio and we’d
pick her up on our sets. She used to say: ‘You
Milne Bay murderers. We’re going to come back
and we’re going to nail you to coconut trees.’

I’d like to think that many of us still possess these
qualities – qualities that have hitherto been
untapped, but are now being called upon to deal
with this latest threat to our society.

“That was a bit bloody scary because they used to
do that – crucify people on coconut trees.

I hope I’m right.

“After MiIne Bay, we were sent to Jackino Bay and
I was there when peace was declared. I was 23
then and I’d been on active service for the best
part of three years.
“If Milne Bay had gone, the Japs would be here
now. There’s nothing surer. They were convinced
they were going to win. We were out to survive.
You just did your best.
“When peace was declared, we came back to
Brisbane. They put us in the Exhibition
showgrounds and I was put in a pig pen. The
name of the pig was written over it – Pride of
Erin– I’ve never forgotten that.

There was nothing special about the Digger to
whom I spoke. He was one of the many and he’s
now gone to his eternal reward, but I’ll spare him
a thought next Saturday.
His name was Bernie O’Connor of the 101st
Australian Brigade. He was also my father. Lest we
forget.
Mike O’Connor is a journalist with a weekly
column with the Courier Mail Newspaper
Brisbane. I retrieved this article on 11 th of
August 2020 Ed

“So I thought ‘this is no good’, so I got a few of
the other Brisbane boys and said ‘Let’s break
camp’.
“They tried to stop us at the gate, but we told
them where to go and walked home to
Paddington.
“I was like a skeleton then. I knocked on the
door at home and there was no answer.
“So I went around and knocked on the door at
the side of the house and Dad came out and he
just looked at me. He couldn’t believe his eyes.
He didn’t know I was back from New Guinea.”

Our late foundation member
His story is but one of many, but it resonates with
the qualities of endurance, perseverance,
mateship and courage that saw Australia emerge
victorious from that conflict.

Stephen Wilfred INNES
Aged almost 71
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The Sergeant Major
His whole life lay before him, with family and army mates
But sadly, long before his time, he arrived at the pearly gates
So, he asked St Peter, “I only have one fear
Before I take one step inside, do they have Sergeant Majors here?”
St Peter replied “Well yes we do, but we make them toe the line
You have no cause for worry, everything will work out fine
They can be a nuisance, the way they rant and rage
That’s why in this place, they have their own cage”.
“You’ll find no barber shops up here, no short back and sides
We don’t have rules or orders, just a few rough guides
No one here will yell at you, or stand you to attention
And there is no such thing, as CB or detention,”
“All your meals are served on time, no needle parades at all
They call this place paradise, so you just have a ball
You are always free, to do what you want to do
And one point to remember, you’ll never have to queue”.
The young lad seemed a bit confused, it was too good to be true
“Are you sure Sergeant Majors are locked away, just like some army zoo?”
They made my short life hell on earth and I have little doubt
They’ll be seeking vengeance, if someone lets them out”.
Then he heard a distant thunder, booming without affection
There were poor souls fleeing, in each and every direction
He spied a far off figure and it caused him great alarm
Spitting fire and fury, with a pace stick, under his arm
The youngster cried, “I’m outta here, there is one thing you can’t hide
I know that rank anywhere, “ I thought you were on my side”.
St Peter said.” My child you’re wrong and I will make a wager
That imposter is God himself, He just thinks he’s a Sergeant Major”.
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OUR RAFFLES CO-ORDINATOR ‘ROO’ SCHILLER WAS, IN AUGUST, LOOKING AROUND THE
ENTERTAINMENT AREA AND HERE ARE A FEW PICTURES OF WHAT HE FOUND:

Things look bad and are bad, iconic places no longer, I saw Bunny burger is for sale too. No wonder hotels are selling, no customers since
April.

20 Aug 2020,
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. What an incredibly strong and
determined woman
World War II's 'Most Dangerous’ Allied
Spy was a Woman with a Wooden Leg.
Virginia Hall, a.k.a. the ‘Limping Lady,’ organized
sabotage and rescue operations across Vichy France,
paving the way for the Allied invasion. She was
America’s Greatest Female Spy.
During World War II, Nazi officials were constantly
hunting down resistance fighters and the allied spies
who aided them. But there was one foreign operative
the Third Reich held special contempt for, a woman
responsible for more jailbreaks, sabotage missions and
leaks of Nazi troop movements than any spy in France.
Her name was Virginia Hall, but the Nazis knew her only
as “the limping lady.”
Virginia Hall did walk with a pronounced limp, the
result of a freak hunting accident that required the
amputation of her left leg below the knee. In its place
was an ungainly seven-pound wooden prosthetic that
she lovingly nicknamed Cuthbert.
Hall was raised in Baltimore, Maryland by a wealthy and
worldly family that put no limits on their daughter’s
potential. Athletic, sharp and funny, she was voted “the
most original in our class” in her high school yearbook.
She began her college studies at Barnard and Radcliffe,
but finished them in Paris and Vienna, becoming fluent
in French, German and Italian, with a little Russian on
the side.After graduation, Hall applied to the U.S.
Foreign Service, eager to see the world and serve her
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country, but was shocked to get a rejection letter
reading, in effect, “No women, not going to happen”
Hall went back to Paris as a civilian in 1940 on the eve
of the German invasion.
She drove ambulances for the French army and fled to
England when France capitulated to the Nazis. At a
cocktail party in London, Hall was “railing against
Hitler,” says Pearson, when a stranger handed her a
business card and said, “If you’re really interested in
stopping Hitler, come and see me.”
The woman was none other than Vera Atkins, a British
spymaster believed to be Ian Fleming’s inspiration for
Miss Moneypenny in the James Bond series. Atkins, who
recruited agents for Winston Churchill’s newly created
Special Operations Executive (SOE), was impressed with
Hall’s firsthand knowledge of French countryside, her
multi-language fluency and her unflappable moxie.
In 1941, Hall became the SOE’s first female resident
agent in France, complete with a fake name and forged
papers as an American reporter with the New York Post.
She quickly proved exceptionally skilled at not only
radioing back information on German troop movements
and military posts, but also at recruiting a network of
loyal resistance spies in central France.
What 1940s spy craft lacked in technological
sophistication, it made up in creativity. The BBC would
insert coded messages into its nightly news radio
broadcasts. Hall would file “news” stories with her
editor in New York embedded with coded missives for
her SOE bosses in London.
“In Lyon, Hall would put a potted geranium in her
window when there was a pickup to be made,” says
Pearson, who spoke to some of Hall’s aging compatriots
in France. “And the pickup would be a message behind a
loose brick in a particular wall, or it might be go to a
certain cafe, and if there’s a message, the bartender
would give you a glass with something stuck to the
bottom of it.”
Hall became so notorious to Nazi leaders that the
Gestapo dubbed her “the most dangerous of all Allied
spies.” When Barbie and the Gestapo distributed wanted
posters for the “limping lady,” Hall fled the country the
only way she could, a grueling 50-mile trek over the
Pyrenees mountains southward into Spain. Her Spanish
guides first refused to take a woman, let alone an
amputee, but she would not be deterred. The November
weather was bitter cold and her prosthetic was
agonizing.
At a safe house in the mountains, Hall radioed her
superiors in London to report that she was OK, but that
Cuthbert was giving her trouble. The deadly serious
reply from SOE headquarters, which mistook Cuthbert
for an informant, read, “If Cuthbert is giving you
difficulty, have him eliminated.”
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But Hall wasn’t done fighting Nazis. Since the British
OES refused to send her back into France as a marked
Woman, Hall signed up with the U.S. Office of Strategic
Service (OSS), a precursor to the CIA
In 1944, months before the D-Day invasion at
Normandy, Hall rode a British torpedo ship to France,
and disguised as a 60-year-old peasant woman, crisscrossed the French countryside organizing sabotage
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missions against the German army. In one OSS report,
Hall’s team was credited with derailing freight trains,
blowing up four bridges, killing 150 Nazis and capturing
500 more.
After the war, Hall was awarded the Distinguished
Service Cross, one of the highest U.S. military honours
for bravery in combat. She was the only woman to
receive the award during World War II. Back home, she
continued to work for the CIA until her mandatory
retirement at age 60. Hall passed away in 1982.

For more on this incredible lady go to: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virginia_Hall

______________________________//_____________________________________
as to bear directly on his mark. Then he adjusted
the engine speed. The calm weather & clear night
worked in his favour.
At mid-night the SS Warrimoo lay on the Equator
at exactly the point where it crossed the
International Date Line! The consequences of this
bizarre position were many:
The forward part (bow) of the ship was in the
Southern Hemisphere & in the middle of summer.

SS Warrimoo

The rear (stern) was in the Northern Hemisphere
& in the middle of winter.

A FASCINATING SHORT SEA STORY
The passenger steamer SS Warrimoo was quietly
knifing its way through the waters of the midPacific on its way from Vancouver to Australia.
The navigator had just finished working out a star
fix and brought the master, Captain John Phillips,
the result. The Warrimoo's position was LAT 0º
31' N and LON 179 30' W. The date was 31
December 1899.
"Know what this means?" First Mate Payton broke
in, "We're only a few miles from the intersection
of the Equator and the International Date Line".
Captain Phillips was prankish enough to take full
advantage of the opportunity for achieving the
navigational freak of a lifetime. He called his
navigators to the bridge to check & double check
the ships position. He changed course slightly so

The date in the aft part of the ship was 31
December 1899.
In the bow (forward) part it was 1 January 1900.
This ship was therefore not only in:
Two different days,
Two different months,

Two different years,
Two different seasons
But in two different centuries - all at the same
time.
See a depiction of the event is on the next page
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Info supplier by Lindsay Drury
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Another picture
of a deserted
Fields Ave
(Walking
Street) on a
Friday night
around 1800 hr,
supplied by
Dave Donney

How many readers can relate to the cartoon above
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If these three ladies look familiar (even wearing masks) it's because they appeared in our July
newsletter, and I promised you a follow-up after two months.
From Left to Right is Ms Jean from the Henson Hearing Clinic with 10 year old Miss Razzell
Paulino and her Mum, Reah attending their scheduled checkup on 18 th September.
I am pleased to advise that after a few minor adjustments to her RSL supplied hearing aid, she
was given the all clear and allowed to return home. It will of course take a little while for Razzell
to fully adjust to her new device but there should be no further need to return to the clinic. I can
tell you that the smile on my face was as big, if not bigger than the ones behind the masks.
Thanks once again to all those involved and especially to those super generous supporters and
members back in Oz who procure and donate these refurbished hearing aids. I can assure all of
you that they are ‘life changers’ to the kids and families here who receive them.
Reah and Razzell wish to express their sincere thanks and gratitude to all of our RSL members
and friends. Stay safe, Pete.
This follow up report was by our media member Peter Renton. Peter managed to get it done
despite restricted movement requirements, following up on deaths of members and suffering
some health problems of his own. Ed
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St Johns Church cemetery in Slimbridge, which is a village near Dursley in
Gloucestershire, England. I found these exquisite pieces of art on facebook. The ghosts
of soldiers silently standing over their graves in the St John's Churchyard, It floors you to
silence, and moves you to tears. These sculptures were available for viewing on the days
leading up to, and after, Remembrance Day 2018.

I have put these sculptures in this newsletter in advance (I hope) of Remembrance Day,
11 November 2020.
There were a few more available, but I chose these ones to enable you readers to
appreciate how poignant this scene would visually be to visitors. Ed

What a masterful idea this was!
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SUBIC RSL UPDATE
Subic RSL Sub Branch has a new executive, following the untimely death of their
president Steve Eggars.

President - Jeff Geary

Treasurer - John Bradley

No photo of new Secretary Tony Fink as he is locked down in the UK
____________________________________________//________________________________________________________

LEAD AND COLOURED PENCILS
This is the story of a donation of 30,000 lead and coloured pencils from the late Steve
Eggers and his company in Subic, Steelfab.
These were collected from Steve Whiting, the Business Development and Projects
Manager and Andrew Eggers, the 18 year old son of the recently deceased Subic RSL
President Steve on 22nd October by Treasurer Ron Parrott and Peter Renton.
A huge thankyou to Ron for driving his car to Subic at short notice, and advance thanks
to Daryl Rudd who has offered to drive his car on the next trip there.
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Left to
Right...
Peter
Renton,
Ron
Parrott,
Steve
Whiting
and
Andrew
Eggers.
That’s a
load of
pencils
fella’s.

Part is our
donation of
2,000 of
these
pencils
went to the
Duyan Ni
Maria
Orphanage
in
Madapdap,
Mabalacat.
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Peter Renton delivered the pencils on 25th October to the 88 years young, Sister
Casas, who is the founder of the orphanage. She was very grateful to all
those involved and advised us that they now have 50 children under their care,
including a 7 month old girl and a 2 month old boy. She is truly an amazing lady
when you think half of these kids are teenagers.
The remainder of these pencils along with another 20,000 promised to us by
Steelfab will be held for distribution at our Medical Missions which we hope to
recommence in 2021.
___________________________________________//_________________________________________________________________

As things in the world are still far from perfect, or in fact normal, we may not manage to get
a Christmas newsletter out to our members and readers.
As many of our members and readers are not Australian, or have experienced an Australian
Christmas, Air New Zealand made a video tune of a typical ‘down under’ Christmas.
Click on the image and an arrow will appear, then get a feeling on what many Australians
and New Zealanders experience at Christmas.
The video is top of the next page. At the end of the video, you may go on and play another
couple of like video’s that come on offer. Enjoy. Ed
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Medicine Donation to KUBU ming Pampanga Charity Group
Reported by Peter Renton
Our club was contacted by the KUBU ning Pampanga charity group on August 20th requesting
Multivitamins for 150 kids. The KUBU group have attended and assisted us in the past with some of our
Medical Missions, albeit some 3 years ago, but they are a genuine charity group so we agreed to help
them.
Interestingly, the request came from their president, Ms Gina Alapag De Vera via our ex VP Chris
Weeks, who now resides in Australia. Chris contacted Roo Shiller (fundraising co-ord) who contacted
Peter Renton, who then sought approval from Gary Barnes, and 5 days later we presented them with
over 800 bottles of various medicines valued at more than 10,000 pesos. See attached photos of
Peter with Gina and her partner Edgar Crespo.
The KUBU group then handed out our medicines along with some others they scrounged from other
generous donors, to the Don Pepe Henson Memorial Elementary School.in Angeles City in early
October.
Ms Gina, on behalf of her group, has passed on her gratitude and thanks to our RSL Committee and
members for helping them to help the kids of Angeles City This is not an easy thing to conduct
successfully during widespread lockdowns and restrictions so we commend them for their efforts. Good
job guys.
Please note: As we are not presently permitted to conduct our own medical Missions due to the Covid
19 restrictions, this donation has 'tapped out' our remaining stocks of kids medicines. Therefore, any
future requests for such donations may have to wait until probably 2021 when we are back
operating...hopefully.
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That is a pile of medicines. This is the same as we distribute on normal Medical Missions
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AUSTRALIA, AS SEEN FROM SPACE, AND AUSTRALIANS
A FEW FUNNY AND ENLIGHTENING FACTS ABOUT OUR HOME
The following has been written by the late Douglas
Adams of "Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy" fame.
"Australia is a very confusing place, taking up a

large amount of the bottom half of the planet. It is
recognisable from orbit because of many unusual
features, including what at first looks like an
enormous bite taken out of its southern edge; a
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wall of sheer cliffs which plunge into the girting sea.
Geologists assure us that this is simply an accident
of geomorphology, but they still call it the "Great
Australian Bight", proving that not only are they
covering up a more frightening theory but they
can't spell either.
The first of the confusing things about Australia is
the status of the place. Where other landmasses
and sovereign lands are classified as continent,
island or country, Australia is considered all three.
Typically, it is unique in this.
The second confusing thing about Australia is the
animals. They can be divided into three categories:
Poisonous, Odd, and Sheep. It is true that of the 10
most poisonous arachnids on the planet, Australia
has 9 of them. Actually, it would be more accurate
to say that of the 9 most poisonous arachnids,
Australia has all of them.
Any visitors should be careful to check inside boots
(before putting them on), under toilet seats (before
sitting down) and generally everywhere else.
A stick is very useful for this task.
The last confusing thing about Australia is the
inhabitants.
A short history: Sometime around 40,000 years ago
some people arrived in boats from the north. They
ate all the available food, and a lot of them died.
The ones who survived learned respect for the
balance of nature, man's proper place in the
scheme of things, and spiders. They settled in and
spent a lot of the intervening time making up
strange stories. They also discovered a stick that
kept coming back.
Then, around 200 years ago, Europeans arrived in
boats from the north.

30

More accurately, European convicts were sent, with
a few deranged people in charge. They tried to
plant their crops in autumn (failing to take account
of the reversal of the seasons), ate all their food,
and a lot of them died.
About then the sheep arrived, and have been
treasured ever since. It is interesting to note here
that the Europeans always consider themselves
vastly superior to any other race they encounter,
since they can lie, cheat, steal and litigate (marks of
a civilised culture they say), whereas all the
Aboriginals can do is happily survive being left in
the middle of a vast red-hot desert - equipped with
a stick.
Eventually, the new lot of people stopped being
Europeans on 'extended holiday' and became
Australians. The changes are subtle, but deep,
caused by the mind-stretching expanses of
nothingness and eerie quiet, where a person can sit
perfectly still and look deep inside themselves to
the core of their essence, their reasons for being,
and the necessity of checking inside their boots
every morning for fatal surprises. They also picked
up the most finely tuned sense of irony in the
world, and the Aboriginal gift for making up stories.
Be warned.
There is also the matter of the beaches. Australian
beaches are simply the nicest and best in the world,
although anyone actually venturing into the sea will
have to contend with sharks, stinging jellyfish,
stonefish (a fish which sits on the bottom of the sea,
pretends to be a rock and has venomous barbs
sticking out of its back that will kill just from the
pain) and surfboarders. However, watching
a beach sunset is worth the risk.
As a result of all this hardship, dirt, thirst and
wombats, you would expect Australians to be a sour
lot. Instead, they are genial, jolly, cheerful and
always willing to share a kind word with a stranger.
Faced with insurmountable odds and impossible
problems, they smile disarmingly and look for a
stick. Major engineering feats have been performed
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with sheets of corrugated iron, string and mud.

sheep.

Alone of all the races on earth, they seem to be free
from the 'Grass is greener on the other side of the
fence' syndrome, and roundly proclaim that
Australia is, in fact, the other side of that fence.
They call the land "Oz" or "Godzone" (a verbal
contraction of "God's Own Country"). The irritating
thing about this is... they may be right.

They think "Woolloomooloo" is a perfectly
reasonable name for a place, that "Wagga Wagga"
can be abbreviated to "Wagga", but "Woy Woy"
can't be called "Woy".

TIPS TO SURVIVING AUSTRALIA
Don't ever put your hand down a hole for any
reason - WHATSOEVER.
The beer is stronger than you think, regardless of
how strong you think it is.
Always carry a stick.
Air-conditioning is imperative.
Do not attempt to use Australian slang unless you
are a trained linguist and extremely good in a fist
fight.
Wear thick socks.
Take good maps. Stopping to ask directions only
works when there are people nearby.
If you leave the urban areas, carry several litres of
water with you at all times, or you will die. And
don't forget a stick.
Even in the most embellished stories told by
Australians, there is always a core of truth that it is
unwise to ignore.

HOW TO IDENTIFY AUSTRALIANS
They pronounce Melbourne as "Mel-bin".
They think it makes perfect sense to decorate
highways with large fibreglass bananas, prawns and

Their hamburgers will contain beetroot. Apparently
it's a must-have. How else do you get a stain on
your shirt?
They don't think it's summer until the steering
wheel is too hot to handle.
They believe that all train timetables are works of
fiction.
And they all carry a stick..

____________________________________________________________

Editors final comments
This newsletter has been a long time in coming and
we hope to resume our monthly issues when things
normalize, hopefully not too far into the future.
This issue would not have been possible without the
input from President Gary and his committee, who
have managed to do many good things around heavy
restrictions.
In particular Peter Renton, who gave us all a scare
when an invisible medical event sent him for a sixer.
Luckily, early medical intervention prevented a more
serious outcome and Peter, although slowed down a
bit, is out and about doing whatever is needed. Proof
can be seen in many of the articles in this issue.
As editor I hope this newsletter is interesting to our
readers, much is old news but still relevant in content.
Just in case we do not manage a December issue
where President Garry wishes all members and their
families Seasons Greetings, may this be an early
greeting and all the best for, hopefully, a better 2021.
Larry Ed
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DISCLAIMER
The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the Committee and the Editor take no responsibilities for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in this newsletter.
Nor do they accept any liability for loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly for use of information contained in thi s newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or
opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Sub-branch, the Committee or the Editor
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Do not forget, if dialing ‘out of-country’ delete the
number

“The price of liberty is eternal
vigilance”
Lest We Forget
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