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Hi to all our 

members and 

anyone else 

around the world 

that takes the 

time to read our 

monthly 

newsletter.  

With the onset of an increased level of alert 

concerning the COVID-19 outbreak, this 

newsletter will be the last until we have some 

normality back into our lives.  

Larry, our Editor, has included within this 

newsletter an official Australian Government 

chart, identifying the symptoms of COVID-19. 

The March Medical Mission (MM) was  

conducted at the Mawaque Resettlement 

Mabalacat City, where 547 Children received 

medicines. There were no wheelchair or 

hearing aid requirements emanating from this 

mission. 

I take this opportunity to advise you all of the 

following changes to our scheduled events 

over the next few months: 

• In accordance with Victorian State 

Branch advice, and their authority, our 

AGM scheduled for April this year, is 

cancelled, and will be rescheduled at a 

later date.  

President’s Report 
By: Gary Barnes – Sub-Branch President 
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• All Committee Meetings are cancelled 

until further notice.  

• The ANGELES CITY RSL Sub-Branch 

ANZAC Day Commemorative Service, 

and after function, is cancelled. 

• Our Vietnam Veterans Day Service will 

be confirmed/cancelled at a later date. 

•  ALL Medical Missions for 2020 are 

cancelled until further notice. 

• All AC RSL Sub-Branch Bar Hops and 

raffles are cancelled. 

• Both the Wheel Chair and Hearing Aid 

programs are temporarily suspended. 

Our priority is the health and safety of 

ourselves and families, our members and our 

wider community. However, I remind you that 

our resources here at AC RSL Sub-Branch are 

limited. 

Please look after yourself, and one another, 

and follow the Australian Chief Medical 

Officer’s advice regarding social distancing 

and stay at home if you’re unwell. 

I strongly advise you all, to check one, or all of 

the following sites on a regular basis, for 

details on COVID-19, and updates on 

important news and actions. 

Australian Embassy - Manila. 

https://philippines.embassy.gov.au/ 

Australian Home Affairs. 

https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/news-

media/current-alerts/novel-coronavirus 

Individual States for appropriate local advice. 

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus   

The Philippine Department of Health. 

https://www.doh.gov.ph/2019-nCov/FAQs 

In closing, I would like to wish you all the very 

best and hope that you and your families all 

enjoy a safe and healthy existence over the 

next few months, or until the situation is 

more stable and controlled. 

Best Regards, 

Gary Barnes 

 

 

 

 

 

https://philippines.embassy.gov.au/
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/news-media/current-alerts/novel-coronavirus
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/news-media/current-alerts/novel-coronavirus
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
https://www.doh.gov.ph/2019-nCov/FAQs
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Lovely photograph Keith 

When Keith Payne VC AM opened our new clubroom in December last year, he was asked if a suitable 
photo could be sent to embellish the wall between the name plate and the dedication plaque. 

Keith has come good and this photo, which he kindly signed, will be installed once we can get a suitable 
frame. 

We thank him for following through with our request.  

_________________________________________________//__________________________________________ 
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MARCH HAPPY MEDICAL MISSION REPORT 

 

 

 

 All smiles as they 
have done the 
circuit, and just 
waiting for 
parents to take 
them home, or 
maybe they are 
just happy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These happy little 
fella’s have completed 

the medical, received 
their medications and 
vitamins, been to the 
RBI Steak House food 

table and are loaded up 
in the trike for the trip 

home. 
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It was great to 
have assistance 
from Katherine & 
Lee Ann from the 
local troop of the 
Boy Scouts of 
America. 

I think it was the 
first time for them, 
but probably not 
the last. 

Thanks girls. 

 

 

 

 

Always a 
welcome sight, 

Nursing staff 
from AUF 

manning the 
First Aid 
Station 
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Member 
volunteers, 
Steve Price and 
Allan Patterson 
manning the 
pharmacy. 
Both enjoy 
helping out at 
the missions. 

 

 

 

 

 

Two more 
volunteers, the 
girl in the centre 
is Laisa from 
Airmark, I was 
not supplied 
with the name of 
the girl to the 
right, (pity) 
while the little 
one on the cell 
phone checks 
the latest on the 
Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) 
situation. 



RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 156  9 

 

 

 
THE LOSS OF HMAS PERTH (1) DURING WORLD WAR 2. COMMEMORATION CEREMONIES AFTER 78 YEARS 

HELD ON 1 MARCH 2020 
 

 
 

During World War 2, HMAS Perth was the RAN’s second largest loss of life after the loss of 
HMAS Sydney.  
 

HMAS Perth was built at Portsmouth Naval 
Dockyard and commissioned into the Royal Navy 
as HMS Amphion on 15 June 1936. Purchased 
by the Australian Government, she was 
commissioned into the Royal Australian Navy 
(RAN) on 29 June 1939. The light cruiser 
displaced 6,830 tons, was 169 metres long, and 
had a beam of 17.3 metres. Her armament 
consisted of eight 6-inch guns, eight 4-inch dual 
purpose guns, a number of automatic anti-aircraft 
weapons and eight 21-inch torpedo tubes. She 
also carried a Seagull V aircraft for 
reconnaissance and spotting duties. Her speed 
was 32 knots and she carried a complement of 
681. 

Her early war service was in the Caribbean and 
the Pacific and she did not reach Australia until 
31 March 1940. Until November 1940, the ship 
was engaged on patrol and escort duties in 
Australian waters. She then departed for the 
Mediterranean where she played a minor part in 

the battle of Matapan. She was involved in the 
evacuations of Crete and Greece in April and 
May 1941, in the course of which she was badly 
damaged by bombing. After repairs, the cruiser 
was engaged in operations off the coast of Syria 
before proceeding to Australia for an extended 
refit. She arrived in Sydney on 12 August. 

While the ship was refitting, Captain H. M. L. 
Waller, DSO and bar, RAN, took command on 24 
October 1941. After completion of her refit, Perth 
operated off eastern Australia on patrol and 
escort work, visiting New Caledonia and New 
Guinea. On 14 February 1942 Perth sailed for the 
Netherlands East Indies, arriving at Batavia (now 
Jakarta) on 24 February, where she was attacked 
by Japanese aircraft that day and the next 
without sustaining any damage. The Perth sailed 
for Surabaya on 25 February, in company with 
four Royal Navy ships. On 26 February the ship 
departed Surabaya in company with the Dutch 
light cruisers De Ruyter and Java, the heavy 
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cruisers USS Houston and HMS Exeter, and two 
Dutch, three British and four US destroyers. The 
squadron, under the command of the Dutch Rear 
Admiral Karel Doorman, proceeded along the 
north coast of Madura Island, searching for a 
Japanese invasion convoy. 

The cruise was unsuccessful but, as the ships 
were preparing to enter Surabaya and refuel, 
Admiral Doorman received information that the 
Japanese forces had been sighted to the north. 
Accordingly, he steamed to intercept. In the 
ensuing battle of the Java Sea, fought over the 
night of 27-28 February the Allied force was 
soundly defeated by a Japanese force which was 
able to exploit its superiority over the four-nation 
Allied force in terms of long-range gunnery, 
torpedoes, night fighting, the freshness of its 
crews, and its homogeneity. The Dutch cruisers 
were sunk and Exeter badly damaged, while 
most of the destroyers were sunk or withdrew as 
their torpedoes were exhausted. Perth and 
Houston were able to break off the action with the 
Japanese and sailed to Tandjung Priok, where 
they refuelled. 

Orders were received for the cruisers to sail 
through the Sunda Strait for Tjilitjap on Java's 
south coast. They sailed at 7.00 pm on 28 
February and set a course to the west for the 
Strait, Perth leading, with Houston five cables 
astern. At 11.06 a vessel was sighted at about 
five miles range, close to St Nicholas Point. 
When challenged she proved to be a Japanese 
destroyer and was immediately engaged. The 
two cruisers had met the Japanese invasion force 
assigned to western Java. 

Shortly afterwards, other destroyers were sighted 
to the north and the armament shifted to divided 
control to allow more than one target to be 
engaged. Despite this, the enemy destroyers 
attacked from all directions during the action; it 
was impossible to engage all targets 
simultaneously, and so some were able to close 
to short range. Nevertheless, Perth was to suffer 
only superficial damage in this phase of the 
action. 

At about midnight it was reported that the cruiser 
had little ammunition left, so Captain Waller 
decided to attempt to force a passage through 
Sunda Strait. He ordered full speed and turned 
the ship south for Toppers Island.  

Perth had barely steadied on her new course 
when a torpedo struck her in the starboard side. 
The captain ordered the crew to prepare to 
abandon ship. A few moments later, another 
torpedo struck just forward of the first hit and 
Captain Waller gave the order to abandon ship. 
After five or ten minutes, a third hit torpedo struck 
well aft on the starboard side, followed shortly 
after by another on the port. Perth, which had 
been heeling to starboard, righted herself, then 
heeled to port and sank at about 12.25 am on     
1 March. 

Houston, still fighting but ablaze, was also hit by 
torpedoes and sank shortly afterwards. 

The Japanese losses were light with one 
transport and one minesweeper sunk and several 
vessels seriously damaged. 

Perth's crew abandoned ship between the 
second and third torpedoes, but it is doubtful if 
any boats were successfully launched, although 
many rafts and Carley floats were.  

During the abandon ship operation the Perth was 
under fire from many destroyers at close range 
and many hits were sustained and casualties 
caused. Many were killed or wounded in the 
water by the explosion of the last two torpedoes 
and by shells exploding in the water. 

Of the Perth's company of 686, which included 
four civilian canteen staff and six RAAF 
personnel for operating and servicing her aircraft, 
only 218 (including one civilian and two RAAF) 
were eventually repatriated; the remainder were 
killed during, or soon after, the action, or died as 
prisoners of war. Captain Waller was lost with the 
ship. (source:- the Australian War Memorial) 
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SHIPS COMPANY 

 

I thank Greg McHugh of the Hervey Bay Subsection of the Royal Australian Navy Association for the 
wording in this article. The Subsection held a service at Hervey Bay on 1 March 2020 
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‘AUSTRALIAN-AMERICANS’  
IN THE MANILA AMERICAN CEMETERY 

Part 1:  Introduction 

The Manila American Cemetery in the Fort Bonifacio 
precinct in Taguig City, Manila is a prime site of 
commemoration in the Asia-Pacific region.  

It was originally known as the Fort McKinley 
American Cemetery. Today, with its grave sites, 
Tablets of the Missing and detailed mosaic battle 
maps, it is known more correctly as the ‘Manila 
American Cemetery and Memorial’.  

No Australian is buried or commemorated here. But 
there is a special connection to Australia nevertheless 
– through three United States soldiers being buried 
or memorialised here, whose records state that they 
entered the Service ‘from Australia’.  

Researching foreign soldiers such as these is difficult, 
but persistence in following hints and clues leads to 
documentary evidence which has gradually allowed 
commemorative profiles to be assembled. 

Volunteers 

It is known that a small number of Americans enlisted 
for service during World War 2 ‘from Australia’. The 
service of Francis and Charles Couzens is given here 
as representative of those of American birth or 
descent who were living in Australia at the time of 
their enlistment. 

The mother of Francis and Charles, Margaret Lilly 
Mae Lewis, was born in America in about 1902. Their 
father, Francis Edward Oliver Couzens (1893-1980), 
was born in Christchurch, New Zealand on 17 July 
1893. He saw active service during World War 1 with 
the New Zealand Expeditionary Force: 15/73 Private 
Frank Couzens embarked in Wellington on 16 
October 1914 with the NZEF Main Body aboard His 
Majesty’s New Zealand Transport HMNZT-3 
Maunganui bound for Suez. He was wounded while 
serving with the artillery on 22 August 1918 and was 
hospitalised.  

After the war, Frank arrived in San Francisco on 15 
August 1920 on RMS Tofua. He later married 
Margaret Lewis in Chicago. They had two sons, both 

born in Illinois: Francis John Couzens (born in 1924) 
and Charles Robert Couzens (1926).  

Frank took his family to New Zealand in 1926, and 
worked there as a signwriter. Following a divorce in 
1931, on 13 April 1939 Frank embarked on the 
Wanganella with the boys and his new wife Florence 
Amelia, and they settled in Homebush in Sydney, 
NSW.  

During WW2, Frank served in the Royal Australian 
Navy as a Constable at HMAS Penguin, from 
4 December 1942 to 13 April 1946.   

Francis Couzens joined the RAAF Air Training Corps 
in July 1942, one of 6,000 cadets serving in 58 ATC 
squadrons which existed at that time, delivering a 
sophisticated training syllabus to supply the war 
needs of the RAAF.  

He paraded with No 24 Squadron (Ashfield) of the 
NSW Air Training Corps, which had been raised on 12 
August 1941. The squadron was commanded by 
Squadron Leader Arthur Whitehurst, a pre-WW1 
member of the 7th Light Horse, and a field artillery 
officer and then Australian Flying Corps instructor 
during the Great War.  

Couzens qualified in wireless and Morse training, and 
was a Rugby Union full-back for his squadron. 

At the age of 18, Francis Couzens joined the US Army 
Air Forces on 23 November 1942 by exercising his 
right of citizenship. He was noted as the first cadet 
from the ATC to enlist in the US Air Force.   

He was assigned the Army Serial Number (ASN) 
‘10641077’; his registration noted his residence as 
“U.S. At Large”. From 1941, US Army enlistees were 
given numbers beginning with the numeral ‘1’: this 
number indicates that Couzens’ was a voluntary 
enlistment (ie: he was not drafted or inducted as a 
member of the National Guard). The proposition that 
Couzens enlisted from outside the USA is confirmed 
by his ASN, which  is drawn from the number block 
10,000,000 to 10,999,999 which was allocated to 
Regular Army personnel who enlisted outside of the 
USA.  

Couzens served as a ground staff wireless operator, 
and by May 1943 was ‘believed to be in New Guinea’. 
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He then supported US forces in the liberation of the 
Philippines and the occupation of Japan. 

His brother Charles also enlisted from Australia – on 5 
December 1945 aged 19 – for service as a Private 
(Medical Administrative Corps) with the Hawaiian 
Department.  His ASN ‘10732528’ is a late war 
number, also drawn from the number block allocated 
to Regular Army volunteers who enlisted outside of 
the USA: Hawaii was a territory of the US during 
WW2 (it did not receive statehood until 1959). 
Charles Couzens subsequently served in the Korean 
War, attaining the rank of Technical-Sergeant. 

The wartime service of Francis and Charles Couzens 
represents the many who were of American birth or 
descent, who were living in Australia at the time of 
their enlistment during World War 2. Of those who 
entered the Service ‘from Australia’, three are buried 
or memorialised in the Manila American Cemetery. 

Fort McKinley American Cemetery 

Within the city of Manila, two cemeteries were 
established for American war dead during World    
War 2.  

They were officially titled ‘United States Armed 
Forces Cemetery Manila No 1’ and ‘United States 
Armed Forces Cemetery No 2’ – although they were 
more commonly referred to as just ‘Manila No 1’ and 
‘Manila No 2’. Both sites were undeveloped grassy 
slopes, with numerous trees throughout. 

Manila No 1 was opened in February 1945 in 
Balintawak Estate Subdivision, just north of the 
modern EDSA (Epifanio de los Santos Avenue), 
between the entrance to the North Luzon 
Expressway and the Bonifacio Monument. A total of 
1,481 Americans, 84 Filipinos, 2 British and 68 
Japanese deceased were buried there. 

Manila No 2 was opened in April 1945, as the larger of 
the two cemeteries. It was opened as the fighting 
went into the mountains east of Manila and the 
mounting casualties began to exceed the capacity of 
the Number 1 site for the required scale of burials. 
Number 2 was located in the Kaingin area north of 
the San Francisco del Monte district, just south of 
Calle Road and west of the Daria River. 

Immediately after the war, and during the greater 
part of 1947, the Memorial Division of the US Army 
Quartermaster Corps favoured Manila No 2 as the 
proposed site for a permanent American war 
cemetery.  

When the decision was made to not have a 
permanent US war cemetery on Guam, it was 
realised that Manila No 2 did not have the capacity 
for the anticipated burials. Instead, the Post 
Cemetery beside the Chapel within Fort William 
McKinley was accepted for use.  

The transfer of remains to the Manila Mausoleum 
began on 22 September 1947.  

All the dead at Manila No 1 were disinterred by 29 
October 1947, and Manila No 2 had all remains 
disinterred and transferred to the Manila Mausoleum 
by late 1948.  Both sites were closed and the ground 
was levelled by bulldozers.  

The remains were stored in caskets within above-
ground mausoleums inside the hangers at Nichols Air 
Base south of Manila in Pasay and Parañaque.   

They were processed either for eventual return to the 
United States or for burial in the Fort McKinley 
American Cemetery. This was later formally titled the 
‘Manila American Cemetery’ and today forms part of 
the Fort Bonifacio precinct in Taguig City, Manila. 

This information on the Manila American Cemetery is 
drawn from: 

* American Battle Monuments Commission, ‘Manila 
American Cemetery and Memorial’: 
https://www.abmc.gov/sites/default/files/publication
s/Manila_Brochure_20180405.pdf 

* American Battle Monuments Commission, ‘Manila 
American Cemetery’: 
http://www.abmc.gov/cemeteries-
memorials/pacific/manila-american-cemetery 

Paul A Rosenzweig 

ThanksDigger@gmail.com 

More info at: https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger  

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
mailto:ThanksDigger@gmail.com
about:blank
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Thanks Digger 

The ‘Thanks Digger’ Facebook page has  

been established as a tribute to all  

personnel and others who have served in the defence 

 of Australia and Australia’s interests. 

https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger     |     
ThanksDigger@gmail.com  

CAPTIONS 

MAC Part 1 #1 

The service of Francis Couzens typifies those of 
American birth or descent who were living in 
Australia at the time of their enlistment in the US 
forces during World War 2.  

MAC Part 1 #2 

The headstone of Private First Class Steven Garry 
Parkinson (1918-1944) in the Manila American 
Cemetery. Parkinson was born in America on 28 
February 1918, and by 1942 was living with Mr and 
Mrs A E Cape in Pennant Hills, Sydney; his foster 
father Mr Cape was a grazier who managed 
‘Kooramin’, a sheep station and wheat farm. 
Parkinson’s marble cross in the Manila American 
Cemetery shows that he entered the Service ‘from 
Australia’. 

MAC Part 1 #3 

Private First Class Steven Parkinson died at Kerowagi 
in New Guinea on 11 December 1944 in an ‘Airplane 
Accident’ (non-battle casualty) while serving with the 
47th Service Squadron, 8th Air Service Group, US 
Army Air Forces. 

MAC Part 1 #4 

The headstone in the Manila American Cemetery of 
Private Wilburt Theodore Wiley (1907-1943) of the 
316th Quartermaster Boat Company: pictured at the 
time of an Australian Parliamentary Delegation visit 
to the Philippines in April 2014 [image by Mr Hubert 
O Caloud, ABMC]. 

MAC Part 1 #5 

The rectangular limestone piers which make up the 
Tablets of the Missing are a key feature of the Manila 
American Cemetery and Memorial in the Philippines. 
One of the names listed here is Technical-Sergeant 
Donald Lauricella (1917-1944) who enlisted in the US 
Army Air Forces from Australia, and during the war 
was reported as missing-in-action.  

 

NB. A larger copy of this is on the last page. 
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A BIT OF TONGUE IN CHEEK RE-
ACTION TO COVID - 19 IN AUSTRALIA 

8 MARCH 2020 
Michelle Slater 

March 6 at 6:52 PM 

I love our panicked country 
A land of empty shelves 
Where everyone is hunting 
For toilet paper elves 

The Pasta aisle is empty 
The Oats and Wheat Bix gone 
What has happened to this country? 
When knives come out… forlorn… 

We are the lucky country 
Or so they used to say, 
But when Aussie takes on Aussie 
Over dunny paper, who will pay? 

The Virus has us running 
For hand sanitiser and masks 
But what about the Aussie way 
Looking out for each other, I ask? 

Bring back my Aussie Homeland 
Where when in fire or in flood 
We stand by one another 
We fight hand and hand in mud 

Stop heading to the shops 
And buying everything in sight 
Remember you’re an Aussie 
And keep your community tight 

Check on all your neighbours 
Hand out the toilet rolls 
Put some snags out on the barby 
And block out the panic trolls. 

NB. I have never seen actions by the people of this 
country as has happened since the emergence of 
COVID-19. Many observers have commented their 
actions have been very un-Australian, and I have to 
agree. Our family found no need to react as others 
have done, but a bit of control has now been 
established.      Ed 

_________________________________________

_____________________________________________

 

DISCLAIMER 

The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the Committee and the Editor take no responsibilities for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in this newsletter. 
Nor do they accept any liability for loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly for use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or 

opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Sub-branch, the Committee or the Editor 

https://www.facebook.com/shell1507?__tn__=%2CdCH-R-R&eid=ARC_lcYxUo3i9gxRzL-QQP3RTtl8tIy_uN627s7PObqEhcAeq1BQlCM08O9wU8y7NXGxiYXFrxWQ8V4T&hc_ref=ARRJHg-6iJz-djUgdBQEZdZm3gpRyucIbrHGnDooCrVlSjomuknbZhxxSCDTinPDMXg&fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/shell1507/posts/10157249070117896
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RSL 

Angeles City Sub Branch Philippines 

 
Clubhouse: Hotel Fenson 

1734 San Pablo St., 
Mt.View Balibago, Angeles City 2009, Philippines 

 

 

President 

Gary Barnes 
Mobile: + 63-995-052-8994 
Email:   garylbarnes86@gmail.com 

Vice President 
Scott Chambers 
Mobile: +63-998-561-1744 
Email:  wine.guy321@yahoo.com 

 

Secretary 

Vacant 
Email:   secretary@rslangelescity.com 

Committee/Publicity Officer 

Peter Renton 
Mob: +63- 0998 197 4223 
Email: personalitypete@gmail.com 

Treasurer 

Ron Parrott 
Mobile: +63-939-936-5939 
Email:   treasurer@rslangelescity.com 

Committee/Asst Treasurer                                      

Rudolf (Roo) Schiller                                                                                                                                
Mob: + 63- 0977 653 4832 
Email: rudolf54@iinet.net.au 
 

Membership Officer                               Editor                        

David Shine                                                               Larry Smith 
Mobile: +63 0939 853 8168                                   Mobile: +61 423-238-620 
Email: david.shine60@yahoo.com                  Email: tassiedevil47@gmail.com 

 

Quartermaster                                       
  Vacant                                                                                            
Mobile: +63-9                                                                                              

Email: 

 

Do not forget, if dialing ‘in-country’ add in a 0 before the number 

 

 

 

 
“The price of liberty is eternal 

vigilance” 

Lest We Forget 

 

 

 

mailto:secretary@rslangelescity.com
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mailto:david.shine60@yahoo.com
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