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Hi to all our members and anyone else around 

the world that takes the time to read our 

monthly newsletter. I hope you all had a 

wonderful Xmas and I take this opportunity to 

wish you and your families, a  very happy and 

prosperous New Year. 

Sadly, I  need to start this report advising you 

that another of our senior members  has 

passed away. Christopher John Read, passed 

away on 15th Jan 2020. He was 73 yrs old and 

had been a long serving member of the Army 

Reserve. RIP Chris. 

There was no Medical Mission (MM) 

conducted in Jan, due to far too many 

conflicting activities, however, the Feb 

Mission looms as being one of the largest for 

some time. Location details are contained 

later in this newsletter.  

We will have a significant number of the Hong 

Kong Pot Bellied Pigs Rugby Football Club 

President’s Report 
By: Gary Barnes – Sub-Branch President 
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members  in attendance, (they are sponsoring 

this MM), together with  a contingent of  

Nurses from Deacon University,  who are in 

the Philippines on their annual training visit. 

Also visiting the MM are some members from 

the Starkey Hearing Foundation, arranged by 

Graham Crispin to hopefully discuss a way 

forward for them to assist us in clearing the 

back log of children that we have who are 

waiting to be fitted and issued with  hearing 

aids. Thank you Graham. 

On 9th Jan, the majority of the Committee 

members, along with a healthy contingent of 

other RSL - AC members  and their partners, 

travelled to Lingayen to attend the ceremony 

commemorating the 75th anniversary of the 

Lingayen Gulf Landings of 1945, which was a 

significant event in the removal of the 

Japanese Military from the Philippines.  At the 

conclusion of that event, a smaller, but no less 

important ceremony was conducted  to unveil 

a Royal Australian Navy Marker, commem-

orating the involvement of quite a significant 

number of Australian vessels in those 

landings. 

 The Australian Ambassador to the 

Philippines, His Excellency Steven J Robinson 

AO, and the Governor of Pangasinan, Amado I 

Espino III, conducted the unveiling.  

The Ambassador was accompanied by his wife 

Rhonda and the recently arrived Australian 

Assistant Defence Attache to the Philippines, 

LTCOL Andrew Treble and his wife Sarah. I 

take this opportunity to welcome both  

Andrew and Sarah to the Philippines and hope 

that during the tenure of your tour here, you 

are able to participate in some of our RSL 

activities. 

A big thank you to Paul Baker and the Naval 

Commemorative Committee of Victoria for 

arranging the procurement of the marker and 

more importantly, congratulations to Paul for 

facilitating the clearance and participation of 

both the Pangasinan Governor and the 

Australian Ambassador to undertake the 

unveiling ceremony. Well done Paul. 

And a big thank you to Peter Renton, for once 

again putting in the hard yards and facilitating 

our participation in this annual event.   

Our Editor Larry, has included a number of 

photographs of both these significant events 

later in this newsletter. 

That is all from me this month.  I look forward 

to seeing as many of you and your families as 

possible at our Australia Day function, being 

conducted at the Fenson Hotel on this coming 

Sunday, 26th Jan 2020, commencing at 1200 

hrs.  

Best Regards, 

Gary B  
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75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE LANDING AT LINGAYEN GULF- PANGASINAN 

This is what the beach 
at Lingayen looked like 
on the 9th of January 
1945. On the 9th of 
January 2020, the 
Government of 
Pangasinan conducted 
the 75th Anniversary 
Commemoration 
Ceremony. They have 
been conducting 
ceremonies on this 
date for many years 
and always splendid in 
pomp and pagentry.   

Our RSL Sub-Branch 
had a good attendance 
at this ceremony, as in     

                                                                                                                                                                                      previous years.  
 

 

The ceremony was 
also significant this 
year with the 
replacement of the 
Royal Australian Navy 
(RAN) Marker. The 
previous Marker 
deteriorated to the 
stage it needed 
replacing. (Pictures 
later in this report) 

Left is Sub-Branch 
President Gary Barnes 
CSC MSM with our 
Ambassador to the 
Philippines His 
Excellency Steven J 
Robinson AO at the 
ceremony. 
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Left again are: 

Mrs Sarah Treble next to 
her husband, Assistant 
Defence Attache’ 
LTCOL Andrew Treble, 
past president James E 
Curtis-Smith, H.E. 
Steven Robinson AO, 
president Gary Barnes 
CSC MSM and lady 2nd 
from right, wife of the 
Ambassador, Rhonda 
Robinson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two LTCOL’s together, 
one retired and one still 
serving. Gary Barnes 
CSC MSM  LTCOL  
retired who was the 
Assistant Defence 
Attache’ some years ago 
and the current 
Assistant, LTCOL 
Andrew Treble with his 
wife Sarah showing the 
flag and enjoying their 
time at the ceremony. 
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An official photo 
shoot showing some 
identifiable persons, 
James E Curtis-
Smith, Gary Barnes, 
a slouch hat in the 
rear would be 
LTCOL Andrew 
Treble, HE Steven 
Robinson beside 
Governor, the 
Honourable Amado 
I. Espino 111 with 
Mrs Robinson by his 
side. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Ambassador 
and Governor Espino 
on the countdown  
to unveiling our new 
RAN Marker 

 

4 

 

      3 

 

             2 

 

                         1 
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and the Marker 
is opened to 
mass 
acclamation and 
the clicking of 
camera’s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ambassador 
Robinson and 
Mrs Robinson 
pose at the 
newly unveiled 
Marker with RSL 
Committee/Pub-
licity Officer 
Peter Renton 
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An uncluttered 
view of the new 
Marker insitu and 
the temporary 
sign designating 
what the Marker 
was all about. 

 

 

 

 

 

This is what was on the Marker. 

By reading the names of the RAN Ships 
that were involved in the landing, you can 
see where Australia had a significant 
presence in the Philippine Campaign. 

The first ship, HMAS Australia was also 
involved in the Leyte Campaign and was 
devastatingly visited by what the 
Japanese called ‘The Devine Wind’ or 
kamikazi attack. A kamikazi aircraft hit 
the bridge of the Australia, killing its 
commanding officer , Captain Emile 
Dechaineux, along with another six 
officers and 23 sailors killed, and 56 
suffering wounds or burns. 

The Australia was withdrawn to the New 
Hebrides for repairs and was back on the 
force for Lingayen landings. 

Again Australia suffered kamikazi attacks 
where a further 56 sailors lost their lives. 
Australia did survive, but carried with her 
the distinction of having been one of the 
most kamikazied ships in the allied fleet.  
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Left is President 
Gary Barnes 
enjoying a meal 
with Treasurer 
Ron (Perce) 
Parrott and 
Committee/ 
Publicity Officer 
Peter Renton. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

There are still 60+ 
Filipino WW2 
veterans who were 
at Lingayen, living in 
Pangasinan. The 
Governor made 
special mention of 
these veterans in his 
speech. They  were 
shown deep respect 
and courtesy. They 
would all have to be 
in their late 90’s and 
some over 100 now. 
We see several with 
walking sticks which 
is expected. We 
hope to see them 
there next year. 

 

The schedule of events for the ceremony is shown at the end of the newsletter.  Ed 
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This is the best I can do with this article. It was received as PDF so I could not change or split it 
for better reading. I have however made a bigger version as the last page, but it is a sideway 
view. You may wish to print it to read it easier.  Ed 
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THE BOMBING OF DARWIN,  
19 FEBRUARY 1942 

Part 3:  Corporal Dalmacio Surigao  

Following the 75th anniversary of the Bombing of Darwin, and 

ongoing research conducted by Thanks Digger, a further story 

regarding a Filipino’s involvement in the Bombing of Darwin has 

come to light. Dalmacio Surigao from Leyte was another of the 

Filipino merchant mariners wounded north of Darwin when his ship 

was attacked by Japanese aircraft on 19 February 1942.  

Dalmacio Diorgzon Surigao (1912-1989) 

Dalmacio Surigao was born at Batigne, Merida in Leyte on 15 

February 1912. His mother was Felomena, while his paternal family 

came from the north-eastern tip of Mindanao. His great-grandfather 

was Sampson Surigao, a Chieftain from the islands offshore and in 

Surigao Strait.  

The ‘Surigao’ name was supposedly derived from a Portuguese 

Captain in Magellan’s Spanish fleet which brought Christianity to 

the Philippines. The name however may date back to a village 

chieftain from northeastern Mindanao named ‘Solibao’ – when 

Spanish galleons arrived near the settlement during the 15th 

century, the historian who went ashore misunderstood and 

recorded ‘Surigao’ as the location.  

Dalmacio had four sisters and two brothers. He completed 

secondary school and gained an Automotive Mechanic diploma; 

once he turned 18, he went to sea as a merchant mariner. A decade 

later, in 1941 Dalmacio Surigao joined one of the blockade-runners 

engaged by the US Army to carry arms and ammunition to the 

besieged American garrison on Corregidor Island in the 

Philippines. He served as a boiler room/fireman; the vessel is 

unknown, but family history relates that Surigao was badly injured 

on 19 February 1942 off Bathurst Island, narrowing the possibilities 

down to two. 

Bombing of Darwin 

Among the casualties from the first attack on Darwin, 21 were 

Filipinos. Some were Australians of Filipino descent who were local 

Darwin residents, but others came from the 105 Filipinos who were 

serving as merchant sailors on the US Army supply ships SS 

Florence D and SS Don Isidro, which had been contracted by the 

US Army to breach the Japanese blockade of the Philippine 

Islands. Their secret mission was to deliver supplies to General 

Douglas MacArthur’s besieged garrison on Bataan Peninsula and 

Corregidor Island.  

The ships were not in Darwin Harbour as many sources suggest, 

but in the waters north off Darwin. The SS Don Isidro (Captain 

Rafael J Cisneros) was twice attacked by a Japanese bomber on 

18 February, north of Wessell Island off Arnhem Land, without 

damage. But the next day, seven Japanese Zero fighters returning 

from the strike on Darwin suddenly strafed the ship off Bathurst 

Island, destroying the life boats and rafts. It was later bombed and 

set on fire, and the crew eventually abandoned ship. The 73 

survivors were rescued by HMAS Warrnambool and brought to 

Darwin, and Captain Cisneros identified that 11 Filipinos had died; 

their bodies were never recovered. Two more Filipino crewmen, 

whose names remain unknown, later died in Darwin of their injuries.  

On the morning of 19 February 1942, the SS Florence D (Captain 

Carmelo Lopez Manzano) was busy rescuing the crew of a Catalina 

flying boat that had been shot down by a Zero on its way to Darwin. 

Manzano responded to an SOS call from Don Isidro, but Florence 

D was itself attacked northwest of Bathurst Island by dive-bombers 

returning to their carrier after bombing Darwin. The ship took five 

direct hits, including one to the forward cargo hold, which was full 

of ammunition; after a dramatic explosion Florence D sank 

immediately, killing three Filipino crew and one American airman 

from the Catalina.  

All of the Filipino merchant mariners killed in these attacks were 

civilians, serving under Articles of Agreement with the masters of 

their ships. Though they were on a secret mission to support allied 

forces in the Philippines, on ships engaged by the US military, there 

were no war medals for them, and their families received little 

compensation.  
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PA31008 Private Dalmacio Surigao 

Dalmacio Surigao was badly injured on 19 February 1942, and was 

hospitalised in Darwin. He was transported to Melbourne for 

recovery. While he was in Melbourne, on 16 April, Surigao enlisted 

in the Philippine Army with the rank of Private, aged 30. The 

ceremony took place at Headquarters US Army Forces in the Far 

East (USAFFE).  

10647012 Corporal Dalmacio Surigao  

On 7 August 1942, Surigao was selected for enlistment in the US 

Army to serve in support of General Douglas MacArthur. He was 

appointed to the Infantry with the rank of Corporal, and was 

assigned to the ‘Australian Component’ of Headquarters and 

Survey Group, General Headquarters American Forces in the 

Pacific (AFPAC).  

Dalmacio Surigao and five other Filipinos went with General 

Douglas MacArthur to Brisbane by train in July 1942, and it is 

understood they served as the General’s bodyguard at 

Woolloongabba in Queensland. Records held by MacArthur 

Chambers in Brisbane confirm that the General drew together a 

small band of Filipino survivors in Australia, and specifically 

mentioned the six Filipinos who travelled with him by train to 

Brisbane in July 1942.  

This is similar to the story of Francisco J Salveron, one of the 

Filipino crew of the SS Mactan who survived the escape from 

Manila in December 1941, joined the SS Don Isidro (a blockade 

runner to the Philippines) and was wounded when she was sunk –

while he was in hospital he was enlisted in the US Army Air Forces 

to serve with General Douglas MacArthur (and of note, was with 

him when he landed at Leyte).  

During this time, Dalmacio met and married a Tasmanian woman. 

While stationed in Woolloongabba, he married Mona Louise Elliott 

at the Methodist Church in Petrie Terrace, Brisbane. They had one 

child, Denise Zita Surigao (born on 30 April 1943) before Dalmacio 

left on war service.  

Corporal Surigao served with Company ‘G’ of the 2nd Battalion, 

Headquarters and Survey Group of General Headquarters AFPAC. 

His Discharge Record shows that he saw active service in the New 

Guinea campaign, the Luzon campaign in the Philippines, and the 

Southern Philippine campaign, accompanying General MacArthur 

throughout the South West Pacific Theater. Dalmacio Surigao may 

well have been in the party which came ashore behind General 

MacArthur on ‘Red Beach’ at Leyte on 20 October 1944. It is also 

most likely he was with the protection party on 9 January 1945 

which followed MacArthur onto ‘Blue Beach’ at Dagupan in 

Lingayen Gulf, Luzon.   

MacArthur became Commander-in-Chief of AFPAC in April 1945 in 

preparation for Operation ‘Downfall’, the planned invasion of Japan. 

Following the surrender, Surigao served with the US Occupation 

Force in Japan. Corporal Surigao was discharged on 15 March 

1946 at the 5th Replenishment Depot at Alabang in Rizal, Luzon. 

He had seen a total of 3 years, 7 month and 9 days of foreign 

service.  

He received the US Asiatic Pacific Theater Ribbon with three 

bronze stars (for specific campaigns) and the Philippine Liberation 

Ribbon with two bronze stars: these were later converted into 

medals. He also received the Distinguished Unit Badge (replaced 

by the US Distinguished Unit Citation), Good Conduct Medal and 

the US WW2 Victory Medal. 

Australian citizen 

After the war, immigration laws prevented Surigao from seeing his 

family in Australia. In 1950, his wife Mona and daughter Denise 

joined him in Manila for about two years, where he had built his own 

house and was serving as a Policeman. Dalmacio re-gained his 

Seaman’s Certificate in August 1951 (No 733), and was granted a 

Philippines Passport on 28 August 1953, and he served as a 

fireman on various ships travelling the world until July 1954.  

In 1954 Dalmacio (‘Dennis’) Surigao settled in Hobart, and is 

believed to be the first Filipino male naturalised in Tasmania. The 

following year, on 3 May 1955 Dennis and Mona had a son, Dalman 
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Pedro Surigao (1955-2015). Dal Surigao was a Filipino-Australian 

who served in the Australian Regular Army from 1973 to 1988, and 

was ultimately the Sergeant (Supervisor Army Mess) in charge of 

the Duntroon Officers Mess. He later moved to Holsworthy, and 

was involved in the transition of Army catering to external providers. 

Dennis and Mona’s daughter Denise was a talented pop singer in 

Hobart in the early 1960s. In 1962, she met Edward (Bob) Cannock 

of Ormiston, a football umpire, and they married at Saint Therese’s 

Catholic Church in Moonah on 6 February 1965. In 1982 the couple 

and their two children moved to Daisy Hill. After 48 years of public 

service, Bob retired from his role as a court registrar and later a 

facilities planner. Bob also served for a short period in the CMF as 

a Sergeant with 12 Field Squadron, RAE at Dowsing Point. Denise 

worked as an insurance officer, librarian and for ten years as a 

hospital volunteer. 

Meanwhile, in 1977 Dennis Surigao retired from the Electrolytic 

Zinc Company at Risdon where he had been a foundry worker and 

forklift driver. Dennis Surigao proudly marched in Hobart each 

Anzac Day; during the 1970s his son Dal also joined the march, 

serving at that time as a Corporal in the Australian Regular Army.  

Dennis Surigao remained an Australian citizen in Glenorchy until 

his death on 23 December 1989, aged 77. He was buried at 

Pontville, Tasmania. He was survived by his son Dal Surigao and 

daughter Denise Cannock, six grandchildren and three great 

grandchildren plus numerous relatives in the Philippines. Mona 

died in 2000. 

Commemoration  

The SS Don Isidro off the west coast of Bathurst Island is listed on 

the Australian National Shipwreck Database (Shipwreck ID number 

3424), as also is the SS Florence D northwest of Darwin (Shipwreck 

ID number 3445).  

A ceremony was held at the Darwin Military Museum, East Point on 

18 February 2014 to honour the fourteen Filipino Merchant 

Mariners who died while serving as crew of SS Florence D and SS 

Don Isidro on 19 February 1942 (and the two further Filipinos who 

later died of their wounds in Darwin). This ceremony was attended 

by Her Excellency Mrs Belen F Anota, Ambassador of the 

Philippines to Australia. A commemorative plaque was jointly 

unveiled by the Ambassador and the Hon Peter Styles MLA, 

Minister of Multicultural Affairs for the Northern Territory.  

The SS Don Isidro was actually first attacked by Japanese aircraft 

the day before the first raids on Darwin. For this reason it was 

considered appropriate to hold the commemoration of their service 

on 18 February 2014.This special event honoured the service of 

Filipinos and their involvement in World War 2, and recognised the 

sacrifice of these men who died in the northern waters of Australia. 

Paul A Rosenzweig 

ThanksDigger@gmail.com 

More info at: https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger  

 

Thanks Digger 

The ‘Thanks Digger’ Facebook page has been established  

as a tribute to all personnel and others who have served 

 in the defence of Australia and Australia’s interests. 

https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger | ThanksDigger@gmail.com  

 

Captions 

Image 1: Dalmacio Surigao and his future wife Mona in 1942-43, 
and together in the 1980s.  

Image 2: A portrait of Corporal Dalmacio Surigao and his wife 
Mona in about 1945, with their daughter Denise Zita Surigao who 
was born in Brisbane in 1943. 

Image 3: Dalmacio Surigao in the late 1940s, while serving as a 
Policeman in Manila. 

Image 4: Denise Zita Surigao, born in Brisbane in 1943, was a 
talented pop singer in Hobart in the early 1960s. She married Bob 
Cannock in Moonah, Hobart on 6 February 1965. 

Image 5: Corporal Dalmacio (Dennis) Surigao marching with 
American WW2 veterans in a Hobart Anzac Day March in the late 
1970s, with his son Corporal Dalman Surigao, a Filipino-Australian 
serving in the Australian Regular Army, leading the US Contingent. 

Image 6: Corporal Dalmacio (Dennis) Surigao, a US Army WW2 
veteran, with his son Corporal Dal Surigao, a Filipino-Australian 

mailto:ThanksDigger@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
mailto:ThanksDigger@gmail.com
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serving in the Australian Regular Army, following an Anzac March 
in Hobart in the late 1970s. 

Image 7: This plaque at the Darwin Military Museum, donated by 
Thanks Digger, was unveiled on 18 February 2014 to honour the 
fourteen Filipino merchant mariners from SS Florence D and SS 
Don Isidro who died as a result of enemy action on 19 February 
1942. 
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 RIGHT: This service rival funny is here because our 
recently returned to Australia ex VP Chris Weeks 
challenged me to put it in. Here it is Chris.  
Catalina song below is also from Chris. 
 

Following on from our Catalina article in 
December newsletter: The Song Of The 
Catalinas 
 

Into the golden sunset, boys, 
That is the course to steer, 
That’s where the Japs are waiting, boys; 
Waiting, as we draw near. 
 
Stand by you guns in the blister, boys, 
With a sharp look-out above, 
For we’re in the land of Zero’s, boys, 
No time to dream of love. 
 
Check up now on your course, lad, 
We can’t afford mistakes, 
For we’ve got to be in and out, lad, 
Before the daylight breaks. 
 
Shield her behind the clouds, sir, 
As the searchlights flicker below, 
Your eye on the height you are flying, sir, 
‘Tis folly to get her too low! 
 
Keep a sharp look-out below, boys, 
We’re flying over the town, 
Be ready to release the, 
The bombs go sailing down. 
 
Give her all she’s got, sir, 
Set us a course for home, 
We’ve accomplished what we have come for, 
We’ve made a mess of their drome. 
 
Give them the E.T.A., lad, 
Ahead is the rising sun, 
We’re almost back to our base, lad, 
From another job well done. 
 
Flight-Sergeant W. W. Rough 
RAAF Saga - The RAAF at War – 1944 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THEY SAY THAT FIGURES DO NOT LIE. LOOK BELOW: 

THE 18th CAMEL 
A father left 17 camels as an asset to his three sons. 
 
When the father passed away, his sons read his Will. 
 
The Will stated that the eldest son should get 1/2 (half) of total 
camels, while the middle son should be given 1/3rd (one-third), 
and the youngest son should be given 1/9th (one-ninth) of the 
total camels. 
 
As it was not possible to divide 17 into half or 17 by 3 or 17 by 9, 
and the three sons started to fight with each other. They then 
decided to go to a wise man. 
 
The wise man read the Will patiently. After giving it due 
thought, he brought one camel of his own and added it to the 17 
camels. That increased the total to 18 camels. 
 
Then he started reading the deceased father's Will: 
Half of 18 = 9.  So he gave the eldest son 9 camels.  
1/3rd of 18 = 6. So he gave the middle son 6 camels.  
1/9th of 18 = 2. So he gave the youngest son 2 camels.  
Now add this up: 9 + 6 + 2 = 17. That leaves one camel, which the 
wise man took back.  
 
Moral of the story: The attitude of negotiation and problem 
solving is to find the 18th camel, e.g. The common Ground. Once a 
person is able to find the 18th camel the issue is resolved. 
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Due to various reasons we now have a couple of 
vacancies on our committee. We need to fill these 
vacancies on a casual basis until our AGM in April. 
 
Secretary. We find ourselves in need of a secretary due 
to the untimely demise of our late secretary, Phil Salmon. 
Phil was the epitome of a secretary and had much 
experience in that role. The role involves being the 
‘administrative officer’ of our sub-branch. Duties include 
raising an agenda for both committee and general 
meetings. Recording, as minutes, the proceedings of 
those meetings. Advising the executive of sub-branch 
administrative matters. Maintaining the sub-branch 
computer. Gather and dispatch returns that may be 
required to our Branch HQ in Melbourne. Co-ordinates 
administrative articles for the sub-branch newsletter. This 

position must be filled by a service member.  
 
Membership. Presently our membership officer David Shine, who has been a very effective member, is 
going through a bad medical phase and may be absent for some time. We need someone who can keep 
our membership ledger up to date, accept new applications and have them authenticated and inform our 
Branch in Melbourne of changes. Those are the main duties. Hopefully this is a temporary position. 
 
Quartermaster (QM). The QM is a military term for chief storeman. Our QM is responsible to account 
for sub-branch property. As we acquire and sell sub-branch clothing items, the QM is responsible for 
maintaining a saleable quantity of these items, ordering replacement and supervising their sale. He is 
also required to account for much of the sub-branch memorabilia. Not a hard job if he is on top of 
matters. 
 
Committee members. There are two vacancies for non-executive committee members, without 
portfolio. Basically these members support the committee, attend committee and general meetings and 
may be asked to carry out tasks as required by the president and assist other committee members as 
the need arises. 
 

 

DISCLAIMER 

The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the Committee and the Editor take no responsibilities for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in this 
newsletter. Nor do they accept any liability for loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly for use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they 

warrant that articles or opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Sub-branch, the Committee or the Editor 
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USS Samuel B. 
Roberts – 

“Destroyer Escort 
That Fought Like a 
Battleship” in the 

Battle of Leyte Gulf 

The U.S. Navy destroyer 
escort USS Samuel B. 
Roberts (DE-413) photographed circa in June 1944, 
while off Boston, Massachusetts (USA) 

 

USS Samuel B. Roberts had a short-lived but ferocious 
service. The ship was built in 1944 and was 
immediately sent to assist the Task Force 77.4.3, 
nicknamed Taffy 3 in the Pacific Ocean. The ship was 
named after Coxswain Samuel Booker Roberts, Jr., a 
Navy Cross recipient. 

Roberts was posthumously awarded after he rammed 
his Higgins landing craft into an enemy vessel, in order 
to ensure the evacuation of friendly ships during the 
Battle of Guadalcanal. His heroic act was 
commemorated by naming this John C. Butler-class 
destroyer escort after him, but the coxswain’s destiny 
seems strangely intertwined with the fate of the ship 
itself. 

Like an omen of some sort, the ship encountered a 
problem on its first day of active service. After 
spending time at Boston Navy Yard, her port propeller 
shaft struck a large whale 150 NMI (280 km; 170 mi) off 
the coast of Maine. 

This forced the ship to return for repairs. Finally, in 
August 1944, USS Samuel B. Roberts joined the 
Pacific Fleet in Pearl Harbor for training exercises. 
From there it sailed onwards to join the designated 
Task Force. USS Samuel B. Roberts finally joined the 
Taffy 3 and got its first assignment: she was to steam 
to the Leyte Gulf area near the eastern Philippines, 
and upon arrival, commence operations with the 
Northern Air Support Group off the Island of Samar. 

The Battle of Samar Island occurred on the 25th of 
October and it lasted for several hours. It was the  

centremost part of the large-scale naval/air battle for  
the Leyte Gulf, which lasted from 23rd to 26th of the 
October, 1944.  
 
The USS Samuel B. Robertson was assigned to 
protect Taffy 3’s small escort carriers, which were 
serving as bases for small bombers and fighters that 
were supporting the Army ground attack on the 
island. They were steaming off the eastern coast of 
Samar. 

It was the early morning of 25th of October, and the 
red sun reflected its image on the ocean’s surface. All 
of a sudden, there were ships behind the sun’s 
reflection  — a 23-vessel-strong task force under the 
command of Vice Admiral Takeo Kurita — appeared 
out of nowhere on the horizon and opened fire. 
Taken by surprise and extremely overpowered, USS 
Samuel B. Roberts was indeed in a tight spot. 

Nevertheless, it decided to charge the Japanese ships 
without question. The CO, Lieutenant Commander 
Robert W. Copeland announced to his men: “We’re 
making a torpedo run. The outcome is doubtful, but 
we will do our duty.” 

The ship was being heavily fired upon, and a thick 
smokescreen lingered on the troubled waters. The 
ship centered its course right towards the Japanese 
heavy cruiser Chōkai, advancing with piercing speed 
of 2.5 NMI (4.6 km; 2.9 mi). It was faced with the 
Chōkai’s forward 8 in (203.2 mm) guns and under 

direct fire. During the battle, Samuel B. Roberts — 
designed for 23–24 kn — reached 28.7 kn by diverting 
all available steam to the ship’s twin turbines. 

USS Roberts had moved so close in its ferocious 
charge, that the enemy guns could not depress 
enough to hit her and the shells simply passed 
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overhead. Many hit the carrier Gambier Bay, which 
was trying its best to maneuver for retreat. Once 
within torpedo range USS Samuel Roberts launched 
her three Mark 15 torpedoes. One blew off Chōkai’s 
stern. 

The American sailors in an adrenaline rush cheered: 
“that a way Whitey, we hit ’em.” 

It was as if it were a ballgame, as shells were still 
incoming. USS Samuel B. Roberts then fought with 
the Japanese ships for a further hour, firing more than 
six hundred 5-in (127.0 mm) shells, and while 
maneuvering at very close range, mauling Chōkai’s 
superstructure with her 40 mm and 20 mm anti-
aircraft guns.  The Japanese landed two hits on the 
Roberts, the second of which damaged the aft 5-inch 
gun.

Heavy Cruiser Chokai 

 

 

 

This damaged gun suffered a breech explosion shortly 
thereafter which killed and wounded several crew 
members. With her remaining 5 in (127.0 mm) gun, 
Roberts set the bridge of the heavy cruiser Chikuma on 
fire and destroyed the “Number Three” gun turret, 
before being hit by three 14 in (355.6 mm) shells from 
the battleship Kongō. The shells tore a hole 40 ft (12.2 
m) long and 10 ft (3.0 m) wide on the port side of her aft 
engine room. 

^The Japanese cruiser Chikuma maneuvering after sustaining torpedo damage.  

Gunner’s Mate Third Class Paul H. Carr who was in 
charge of the damaged aft 5 in (127.0 mm) gun mount 
decided to make the ultimate sacrifice. He had fired 
nearly all of its 325 stored rounds in 35 minutes before a 
breech explosion. 

Carr was found bleeding at his station from a severe 
intestinal wound, begging for help to load the last round 
he was holding into the breech. It was the last he did. The 
heavy cruiser Chōkai sunk on that day, but so did the 
Samuel B. Roberts. At 09:35, two hours into the  battle, 
the order was given to abandon ship. She sank 30 
minutes later, with 90 of her sailors. 

Gunner’s Mate Third Class Paul H. Carr was awarded a 
Silver Star, and a guided missile frigate was later named 
for him. The guided missile frigates Copeland and 
Samuel B. Roberts were also named for the ship and its 
captain. 

The 120 survivors from the ship spent 50 hours out on the 
open sea, clinging to three life rafts before they were 
rescued. 

The role of the USS Samuel B. Roberts in the Battle of 
Samar Island inspired generations of Navy servicemen, 
as the ship truly lived up to its name. For its extraordinary 
performance and sacrifice, the ship was  awarded one 

Battle Star, and it was mentioned in the Presidental 

speech given after the battle, as one of the shiniest 

examples of heroism. 

At the U.S. Naval Academy, in Alumni Hall, USS Samuel 

B. Roberts was referred as the “destroyer escort that 

fought like a battleship” in the Battle of Leyte Gulf. 

 

I had planned for this article to be in December 
issue, so that it would compliment the Leyte Report, 
but it would have made the newsletter too big.  Ed
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Do not forget, if dialing ‘in-country’ add in a 0 before the number 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“The price of liberty is eternal 

vigilance” 

Lest We Forget 
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FINALLY, HERE IS THE PROGRAM OF EVENTS FOR THE LINGAYAN COMMEMORATION 
CEREMONY 

 

 

 

 

 



RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 154  22 

 

 

 

 



RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 154  23 

 

 

 

 



RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 154  24 

 

 

 

 



RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 154  25 

 

 

 


