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Hi to all our
members and
anyone else
around the world
that takes the
time to read our
monthly
newsletter.
Sadly, I need to start this newsletter advising
you all that our wonderful and exceptionally
hard working Secretary, Phillip Salmon, passed
away on Fri 6th Dec 2019. Phil was a friend to
all and a very hard working and totally
dedicated Secretary of this RSL Sub-Branch.
Furthermore, he designed and personally
completed the detailed drawings for our new
clubrooms. Sadly he passed away before we
officially opened the clubrooms, although he
did get to witness the initial construction being
undertaken. There a tribute to Phil later in this
newsletter.
The December Medical Mission was conducted
at Balibago Barangay Hall, where we provided
medicines to 561 children, processed one
request for a special wheelchair and three
requests for a hearing aids. All in all a very
successful mission. Food for ALL children that

attended the Mission was again generously
provided by RBI Steak House.
Since April this year we (Graham and his hard
working wheelchair Team) have constructed
and issued 83 special wheelchairs, a truly
fantastic effort. And to all that attend the
Medical Missions, this calendar year we have
issued medicines to 5933 children. Another
truly great effort.
On the 17th of this month, we were
exceptionally fortunate to have Keith Payne VC,
AM, together with his daughter Michelle, visit
us and officially open our new clubrooms,
which as many of you are aware, are named
after Keith. It was a wonderful occasion and a
very good turn out by members who travelled
from Australia and the wider Philippines, to
attend both the opening and our Xmas drinks
function that followed. Also in attendance was
Mr Richard Sisson, who is the Deputy Head of
Mission here in the Philippines. He was
representing the Australian Ambassador, who
was unfortunately out of the country and
unable to attend. Another article and
photographs of this event are featured later in
this newsletter.
As yet we still have a number of prizes to be
claimed from the conduct of our "monster"
raffle last Sept. We (Raffle Meister Roo (Rudolf
Schiller)) has tried in vain for a few months to
contact those prize winners. Should they not be
forthcoming in contacting us (Email or txt Roo)
then those prizes will be part of our Australia
Day raffle. While mentioning raffles, we are
desperately short of assistance for Roo in
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conducting the Mon and Sat night raffles. Any
volunteers would be greatly appreciated.
Some folks to thank in this edition of the
newsletter:
Firstly, to the gentleman from QLD, who
generously donated a bag full of QLD RSL
memorabilia to us, thank you sincerely. Some
of the items we can most certainly use in the
clubrooms and the remainder will be used in
our Australia Day raffle.
To "Shorty" for the donation of a number of
ADF hats, including a Slouch hat, thank you.
These will be displayed in due course, after we
sort through the entire collection of
memoribilia and organize appropriate displays
within the new clubrooms.
And lastly, a BIG thank you to the Keith Payne
VC Veterans' Benefit Group (Rick and Fred) for
the generous donation of a number of items for
our clubrooms and future raffles. In particular,
your donation of the book titled, The Victoria
Cross - Australia Remembers. It is a truly
wonderful summary of the exploits of all VC
awardees, complete with some wonderful
photographs and thoughts of some family
members. Furthermore, it has been signed by
Keith Payne, VC and New Zealander, Bill Henry
"Willie" Apiata VC, and will be appropriately
displayed in the clubrooms.
Thanks guys and thank you Rick for making the
effort to be here for the opening.
In closing, I feel the need to mention yet again,
that I am getting third hand information about
discontentment of fellow members in the
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running of this Sub-Branch. If you have a
concern, then don't just gossip to your mates
and other Non-RSL Members about it, talk to
me or one of the other Vice Presidents about
your concerns. Show some intestinal fortitude
and speak to those who can actually do
something to clarify or rectify your perceived
shortcomings of the Sub-Branch. Or, better still,
stand for election to the Committee and really
make a difference !
That's all this month, I hope you and your family
had a truly wonderful Xmas, and I wish you all a
very happy and prosperous New Year.
I look forward to seeing as many of you and
your families as possible at our Australia Day
function being conducted at the Fenson Hotel
on Sun 26th Jan 2020, commencing at 1200 hrs.
Best Regards,
Gary B
____________________________________
******Late submission

David Caracciolo and Keith Payne VC AM
accept a cheque for $500 from Mr Marcel
Gorin, President of the Mackay City
Filipino Association donation to our SubBranch. We appreciate their generosity.
Thank you. It will go to a good cause.
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VALE - PHILIP SALMON
The Life and Times of Philip Raymond Salmon
By his mate Chris Weeks
Phil and I have been best mates for 20 years, both in
Australia and here in the Philippines. The similarities
between us are remarkable, to that point that we have
almost led parallel lives. Indeed, many people think that we
are brothers and Phil himself has frequent said that we are
really twins and that only our mothers can tell us apart.
What follows is a very condensed account of what I have
learnt about his past over the years.
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specifically why, but his family suspects that it was due to
his epilepsy attacks, which commenced just after the time
of him joining the Navy.
Following this brief interlude, he had a variety of jobs,
which included driving lorries and also managing a number
of petrol stations, including one in Lincoln.
I do not know what work he was doing when he returned to
Leicester, or indeed when that occurred – but I understand
that it included working as a design draftsman - or how long
he was there before he moved to Australia, but this move
occurred in the August of 1971. On arrival in Melbourne he
was met by his family, who had migrated to Australia
sometime earlier and were living in Geelong, Victoria, some
50 miles to the southwest of Melbourne. Phil got a job with
Ford Motor Company, working in Product Development at
Geelong, where he stayed for some time.
Whilst there, he met a lady called Audrey; she and Phil
started living together not long afterwards and they
subsequently married. Audrey, who was also English,
already had three children and Phil took on responsibility
for those children. He was by now, having left Ford,
working as a commission-salesman, selling external
cladding for houses. He did very well at this and soon
bought a very nice house, complete with substantial
swimming pool, at Grovedale, some 4 miles to the south of
Geelong, paying cash for the property.

Let me say at the outset that Phil has always been a very
kind and giving type of man, one that I have been blessed
to know and one that I will sorely miss.
Phil was born in Leicester on February 15th, 1946 and was
the fourth and last child in the Salmon family. His parents’
were Henry Salmon and Frances Margaret Bland, married
June 5th 1937. Philip’s eldest brother is Derek Michael (now
aged 82), who was followed by his sister, Shirley Ann (80),
then came Royal Arthur (always referred to as Roy) and
finally, Philip. Roy passed away (cancer) in 2019, very soon
after his 75th birthday.
According to Phil, he did not have a happy childhood; he
said that he had a very verbally-abusive mother. As a result
of this and in order to escape, he joined the Royal Navy as
a Boy Seaman in December 1961. He went for training to
HMS Ganges, which was a shore-based establishment –
referred to in RN parlance as a ‘stone frigate’ - located at
Shotley, near Ipswich and there is today an HMS Ganges
museum at the site.
He was not in the Royal Navy for very long, as Philip was
medically discharged from the Service. He’s never said

Unfortunately, Audrey, who was 10 years his senior,
contracted cancer and the chemotherapy affected her
mental balance and the regrettable side-effect of this was
that the marriage deteriorated badly as this treatment
continued. The marriage became untenable and Phil was
forced to leave the property, virtually penniless. Sadly, the
episode around Audrey’s cancer and the subsequent breakup depressed Phil greatly and he resorted to alcohol to
medicate his pain and this dependency was to continue
until final year of his life.
He moved into an old caravan near Geelong for a while,
before deciding to move up to the warmth of Queensland.
There, he started work as a kitchen designer and also
designed houses as a sideline, before moving on to selling
new houses. He kept a drawing-board at home for many
years and designed a quite a number of good-quality
houses in south-east Queensland, on a private commission
basis. He bought a house in Marcoola, on the Sunshine
Coast, right alongside the boundary fence of
Maroochydore’s Sunshine Coast Airport. Whilst the
location might not have been to everyone’s taste, it
afforded magnificent uninterrupted views from the
upstairs balconies, across the airport to the hinterland’s
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Blackall Ranges and provided a premier location for aircraft
spotting.
He joined the Mudjimba sub-branch of the RSL and very
soon after became the secretary for both the Mudjimba
RSL and its social club, a dual role that he fulfilled for many
years. He was additionally the representative to RSL
Queensland’s South East District committee and was also
the Area Delegate. Further, he served a term as President
of the Mudjimba Sub-Branch. Add to that his subsequent
service as Secretary of the Angeles City RSL in the
Philippines and Phil’s sterling and faithful service to the RSL
has totaled over 25 years.
Phil first came to the Philippines in 2008, to get dental work
done, as it was unaffordable in Australia. He came on an
organized trip with a group of others, who also required
dental treatment. Whilst here, he met and fell madly in love
with a young lady, Charlita, with whom he subsequently
became engaged. He brought her and her infant child to
live in Australia, where the couple married, but the
marriage was not by any measure a success, as Charlita
decided a mere week after the marriage that she didn’t
want to live in Australia and immediately returned to the
Philippines with her child. Phil was understandably
extremely distraught by this, as it had cost him a lot, both
emotionally and financially. To offset this slightly, the
subsequent divorce was both very straightforward and lowcost.
Around the time of his divorce from Charlita, he was invited
to become a business partner with three others in a homeand-business maintenance company, based on
Queensland’s Gold Coast. He accepted the invitation and
lived on the Gold Coast during the week, driving the 400km round-trip to his Marcoola home and back most
weekends.
He had started talking with Christine, who was one of
Charlita’s friends, and this new relationship continued to
blossom to the point that Philip made a number of return
trips to Philippines to see Christine, before deciding to
move permanently to here in 2014. He and Christine were
married in Angeles City in February 2015 and bought a
house together in Mabalacat City, a few kilometers north
of Angeles. Christine has a daughter, Camille, from a
previous relationship and Phil took responsibility for
Camille’s upbringing and also for the education of
Christine’s half-sister, Grace, who came to live with them
and is now in her final year at college, training to become a
teacher.
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Since 2015 and particularly over the past two years, Phil’s
health has slowly deteriorated, as the various operations
that he had sustained in Australia and his two pre-existing
types of confirmed cancer – Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma
and also Leukemia - have progressed and taken their toll.
Unfortunately, his sustained alcoholism further
exacerbated and escalated the frequency of his epilepsy
attacks, as well as damaging his kidneys. To his credit, and
on medical advice he immediately and completely stopped
drinking in February 2019 and sustained his abstinence, but
the damage has already been done.
He contracted TB in July this year and with it a completely
collapsed right lung, but he was too weak to undergo a
procedure to re-inflate it. He was on oxygen 24/7 and lost
weight and muscle-mass at an accelerating rate which
reached 1.5 kilo/week and his weight fell to 44 kg from his
original 79 kg. Clearly, this continuing weight loss was
unsustainable and it became simply a matter of time before
he was no longer with us.
Phil passed peacefully away at 3.17 am on December 6,
2019, surrounded by his family and friends. In accordance
with his wishes for no fuss, he was cremated the following
day.
Rest in peace, old son. We will miss you very much.
Lest We Forget.
Chris Weeks,
Senior Vice President
Angeles City RSL
Editors comment. Philip made my job as editor of our
newsletters so much easier and they looked very
professional. He had the capability to produce real nice
articles of RSL business matters and sent them to me. All I
had to do was find a space to place them. All readers would
have noticed the difference in the newsletter presentation
since Phil became incapacitated, not the same as his.
Upon notification of Phil’s passing by Chris Weeks, I asked if
someone who knew Phil very well to put together a VALE
and a view into his life. I was very surprised to get this story
almost straight away from Chris, even though the death was
still the same day. I thank Chris for his time in this matter.
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MEDICAL MISSION 1 DECEMBER AT BALIBAGO BARANGAY HALL - PICTORIAL REPORT

Daryl Rudd and Graham Crispin on station

These shy kids have been served and ready to go

Dr Marites Auevalo awaits her next patient

Our newest 1st time volunteer - Monica Ramos

Steve Nichols leads the Hong Kong Pot Bellied Pigs team
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OUR NEW CLUB ROOMS- FROM CONCEPT TO OPENING AND OCCUPATION
Compiled by Newsletter Editor, Larry Smith
The person pictured left is Tony Donson, who, with his business partner
Roger Fenton, are owners of the Hotel Fenson.
A bit more than two years ago, Tony and Roger were planning ahead for
further renovation and expansion of the hotel. They got to the area
where the current kitchen is located and decided to move it to what was
our Sub Branch clubroom.
This caused some stomach upset with some members until advised that
there was a better place for a new clubrooms. Tony and Roger allocated
three apartments that were around the hotel carpark and said, inter alia
“demolish those and build your new clubrooms there”.
Now we were over the moon as the site meant that when we are
conducting our medical missions we will no longer have to carry the
medicines and other gear through the hotel to our truck. The new site
would allow us to back the truck right to the medicine locker and load
straight into the back.
Then honourary secretary, the late Philip Salmon (see his VALE above)
started to draw up some concept plans. Several ideas were then presented to the committee for
debate and acceptance. Hotel management was also consulted and finally a plan was accepted.
A contractor was engaged, demolition occurred and building was commenced.
However when commencing a project like this, contingency plans have to be looked at. Angeles
City was involved in the devastating Mt Pinatubo eruption in June 1991, the area suffers
typhoons and monsoonal rains.
Of couse there was no repeat of Mt Pinatubo eruption but the other factors put the schedule
behind time.
Looking forward to an opening date it was considered that Tuesday 17 th December 2019, if
building schedules could be met, was selected as the preferred date.
Finally it became time to discuss the opening and what to name the news premises.
NAMING THE NEW CLUB ROOMS
A couple of years back Keith Payne VC AM and his wife Flo OAM visited our sub branch and
attended a medical mission. A picture was taken of Keith eyeing off our delapidated medical
mission truck. We posted that picture into our newsletter with the caption, “yes Keith, it looks
pretty delapidated”. Keith being the man of action that he is, when returning to his home town
of Mackay QLD, conferred with his good mate David Caracciolo that they should do some
fundraising for a new medical mission truck.
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Well this took off and with donations from many of the local residents of Mackay, sufficient
funds were eventually provided to purchase a new truck. A picture of the truck is below.

‹ And here are the
dynamic duo, Keith
Payne VC AM and David
Caracciolo who is coowner of a reef fish
company based at
Mackay. David made
deals with his fishermen
suppliers for funds,
which all supplied. They
all received certificates
of appreciation.
Back to naming the club rooms. It was not a difficult choice, so it was passed at a meeting that
the new rooms will be called
of course, with Keith’s approval. Now all we had to do was to get Keith to come up and do the
official opening.
We realise that Keith sets a cracking pace to get a conclusion to his other advocacy projects and
is constantly flying in and out of Mackay to further those projects. Keith, just a week or so before
heading for Manila had been in Canberra lunching with our Governor General, GEN David
Hurley, and I think went on to Melbourne before heading home. How he manages that at his age
is a wonder.
As we entered December, a stocktake of where we were at, was undertaken:
The club rooms will be ready for 17th December
The painting will have been finished
Orders for the plaques have been submitted
The name board has been correctly named and well on the way
Keith is able to attend
Embassy assistance at Manila International for Keith and party
Accomodation in Manila and Angeles done
Embassy transport from Manila organised

transport back to Manila

Transfer of wheelchairs from tempory storage to new club rooms
Move meeting day from Tuesday to Monday 16th Dec
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With so many ticks we were confident that all would go as planned.
As well as planning for the opening, arrangements had to be made for the after event
refreshments, commonly called the Presidents Christmas drinks. Orders for food and drinks
were made with Hotel Fenson.
I will not keep our readers in suspense any longer, here is a picture of the new club rooms:

Now that looks pretty good. The door on the left is a huge disabled toilet for use when our
wheelchair team are fitting a disabled child to a wheelchair. Next door is where the special
wheelchairs are stored. The roller door is where our medicines are stored and the door where
Gary Maher (white shirt) is entering is the meeting and general service room.
KEITH AND PARTY ARRIVE
Keith, accompanied by his
daughter Michelle, and army CAPT
Sam Ifould who is a registered
nurse, along to provide Keith with
medical assistance if any health
problems occur, were transported
by embassy vehicle to Angeles and
taken to their hotel. They were
met by president Gary.
That evening Gary put on a small
welcome BBQ for them at his home. Above left to right, me, Sam Ifould, VP Scott Chambers, VP
Chris Weeks, membership Dave Shine and Keith. Michelle took the picture.
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TUEDAY 17TH DECEMBER – NAMING AND OPENING OF THE NEW CLUBROOMS
The opening was scheduled 1030 hours for 1100 hours. We had a small late start as the acting
ambassador was caught up in traffic from Manila.
Gary opened procedings by introducing those dignatories present, and gave a speech about
what lead to our new premises. He informed those present that, the management of the Hotel
Fenson have never charged us rent and never sought payment for power or water we use. Tony
Donson was there and he was thanked for their generosity by acclamation.
Gary went on the invite Keith to the front to unveil the plaque, officially opening the new
premises. Keith then went on to give us some pearls of wisdom before the photo shoots
occurred.

Gary thanks Keith

Michelle hangs onto Keiths’ hand flanked by Brendon
Anderson (left) and newest member Rod Clarey

Being classed as one of our national treasures, everyone wanted a picture with Keith. Not once
did he lose his joyous smile.
I could fill up pages of pictures but that would just clog up the newsletter. Later we moved to the
hotel pool area where refreshments were partaken, including the presidents Xmas drinks.
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Keith delivers his pearls of wisdom
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Gary, Keith and David Caracciolo
Left to Right- Gary,
Christine Salmon,
representing her late
husband Philip,
Keith, Graham
Crispin, leader of the
wheelchair team and
Peter Renton
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WEDNESDAY 18TH DECEMBER 2019
On this day we had two extremely disabled children brought up from Bulacan to be fitted for a
wheelchair. They had been identified at the previous medical mission.
I did not get the name of the lady who brought these kids to us but she has been on crutches all
her life, but sought to help the families for the two kids by getting them mobile. Mostly these
kids suffer from Cerebral Palsy which is an extreme disability.
Keith and party arrived to observe the procedure. It takes around four man hours to fit a chair to
a child, constantly needing adjustments until the child is comfortable and safe in the chair.

Gary and Keith try out wheeling a chair. A good shot of the style of chair that they took home.
The boy on the right was a particular hard child to fit as he has always laid down, not sitting.
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The lady on the crutches at left brought these two kids all the way from Bulacan for the fitting.
Although disabled herself her efforts have now made life for the families of these two kids so
much easier. The families are standing behind their children. What a lady!!!.

Our new lighted night sign

Ever the poser, me with treasurer Ron Parrott

After the wheelchair donation was completed the party adjourned to the pool area for some
quiet time and refreshments.
Jovial conversations continued until it was time for Keith and his party to return to Manila for
their flight back to Australia.
I flew up from Davao City for this event and in my opinion, it all went off really well. ED
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DISCLAIMER
The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the Committee and the Editor take no responsibilities for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in this
newsletter. Nor do they accept any liability for loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly for use of infor mation contained in this newsletter. Nor do they
warrant that articles or opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Sub-branch, the Committee or the Editor
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The above ‘Clippings’ was provided to me by our Treasurer Ron Parrot. Thanks Ron, very interesting articles. Ed
________________________________________________________________________________________

This sums up Australia a bit at this time of year
I love a Sunburnt Country
I love a Sunburnt country, a land of sweeping plains,
But I’ve gotta tell ya mate, I like it better when it rains.
The countryside is dying and there’s just no end in sight,
And just to rub salt in the wounds, the bush has caught alight.
The landscape is on fire from Brisbane to the ‘Gong,
And everybody’s asking “Where the hell did we go wrong?"
But we can get through this one if we help each other out,
Take care of your neighbour, that’s what Aussies are about.
The rain is going to fall again, the good times will return,
But living in Australia means at times it’s going to burn.
So if you need a helping hand, just give a mate a call,
We’re all here to help you out and catch you when you fall.
The *RFS, the **SES, the ***fireys, and the police,
All put their lives upon the line to help to beat this beast.
So hats off to these heroes and thanks for all you do,
And I hope when this is over, we can make it up to you!
•
•
•

* RFS Rural Fire Service
** SES State Emergency Services
*** Fireys Firemen
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THE POST-WAR MILITARY SERVICE
OF FILIPINO-AUSTRALIANS
Part 10: Summary
Research has shown that eight Filipino-Australians from the
Northern Territory volunteered for service with the AIF during the
Great War – of the six who served overseas, three were wounded,
one was decorated for bravery, and two were killed.
During World War 2, nineteen Filipino-Australians with a Northern
Territory connection are known to have volunteered – seventeen
volunteers in a total of 21 Australian military enlistments, plus one
US merchant seaman and one civilian guerrilla in the Philippines.
Of these, two were killed overseas and one died of illness.
It has now been established that at least ten Filipino-Australians
continued this tradition of operational service after World War 2, as
members of the Australian military forces between 1945 and 1975
(not including those whose service in 1945-46 was simply a
continuation of their AIF service).
Commemoration
Perez Street. In the 1960s, Darwin City Council began registering
a number of streets and parks in the suburbs of Moil and Jingili in
memory of the fallen from the Great War (including the FilipinoAustralian brothers Matthew and William Garr). Perpetuating this
tradition for WW2 deaths, on 7 April 1971 ‘Perez Street’ in Wanguri
was named in memory of the Filipino-Australian Lancaster pilot
Michael Perez, a grandson of Rafael Ponce (1859-1928), one of
Darwin’s Manilamen from the late 19th century.
Perez Street also recalls the service of Michael’s three brothers
during and after World War 2, including the only Filipino-Australian
known to have served in Japan with the British Commonwealth
Occupation Force – 2/45194 Sergeant Joseph Perez (1922-1982)
of the Australian Regular Army (formerly AIF ‘NX134749’ and
Interim Army Permanent Military Forces ‘NP80514’).
Laurie Cubillo Park. On 12 May 2004, Palmerston City Council
registered ‘Laurie Cubillo Park’ in the suburb of Rosebery in
memory of the only Filipino-Australian to serve with the Australian
forces in Korea – 7/101 Private John Lawrence Cubillo (19342003), a grandson of the Filipino pearl diver Antonio Pedro Cubillo
(1875-1945) from Bohol Island and Magdalena (née McKeddie,
1878-1934). Laurie Cubillo served in Korea with the 3rd Battalion,
Royal Australian Regiment (3RAR) from 20 August 1954 to 7
October 1954, and then with the 1st Battalion (1RAR) from 7
October 1954 to 19 August 1955.
Cubillo Street. On 7 April 1971, ‘Cubillo Street’ in the Darwin
suburb of Wanguri was named in honour of Mrs Louisa Agatha
Cubillo (née Lee, 1902-1967), the widow of Filipino-Australian Juan
Roque Cubillo (1906-1942) who was killed on the wharf during the
first bombing raid on Darwin. This street also recalls the military
service of her sons Laurie Cubillo in Korea and 710091 WO2
Stephen Arnold Cubillo who served in the Citizen Military Forces in
Darwin.

Issue 153

Steve Cubillo was a member of the 121st Light Anti-Aircraft Battery,
Royal Regiment of Australian Artillery, which was raised in Darwin
in 1964 in response to the Indonesian Confrontation with Malaysia.
Steve Cubillo ultimately attained the rank of Warrant Officer Class
2, and served as Battery Sergeant-Major of 121 LAA Battery. WO2
Cubillo went to South Vietnam on duty under the Citizen Military
Forces Officer Visit program, from 19 August to 2 September 1971.
Cubillo Street also honours the military service of Louisa’s two
nephews. 2/410658 Lance-Corporal Pedro Juan Cubillo (19292000) served with the 1st Independent Infantry Brigade Group
based in north Queensland: he saw duty at the Maralinga Test Site
for British Atomic Weapons in 1957-58, and then with 1 Field Troop,
Royal Australian Engineers during the Malayan Emergency from
September 1959 to October 1961, assigned to the
28th Commonwealth Infantry Brigade Group.
4/1775 Gunner Mariano Delfin ‘Murray’ Cubillo also served
overseas during the Malayan Emergency, with 105 Field Battery,
Royal Australian Artillery from October 1955 to October 1957 – and
was wounded-in-action on 28 September 1956.
Angeles Street. On 2 May 2013, ‘Angeles Street’ in the suburb of
Durack was registered by Palmerston City Council in memory of
pioneers Valeriano Angeles (1880-1950) and his wife Paulina
(née Lenneth, 1883-1953). The street also recalls their son
Timothy Thomas Angeles (1908-1977) who was wounded in the
first bombing raid on Darwin in 1942, and the operational service
of their grandson 7128 Bombardier Charles Michael ‘Mick’
Angeles with 110 Light Anti-Aircraft Battery, Royal Australian
Artillery at the RAAF Base at Butterworth in Malaysia during
Confrontation.
Mick ‘Tracker’ Angeles then saw three tours of duty in South
Vietnam – twice with 32 Small Ship Squadron: with AV-1356 Clive
Steele (‘The Stainless’) from 11 June to 3 September 1970, and
AV-1354 Brudenell White (‘The Broody Hen’) from 22 September
to 24 October 1970. Bombardier Angeles returned to South
Vietnam for a third time with the Australian Army Training TeamVietnam, from 5 August 1971 to 15 January 1972, serving as an
Assistant Instructor at HQ AATTV in Saigon. His service with the
AATTV is recognised by a tree in the AATTV Memorial Grove at
the Australian Army Regional Training Centre at Canungra in
Queensland.
Butler Place. Litchfield Council registered ‘Butler Place’ in Holtze
on 11 October 1995 in honour of Dick Butler – WW2 veteran, and
father of several soldiers including 18195 Private Arthur Wallace
Butler (1944-2008). Arthur was also a great-grandson of
Manilaman Dionisio Antonio Puerte Spain (1863-1926) from
Cebu, a pearl diver and later a popular hairdresser and barber in
Cavanagh Street. Butler first served with the 3rd Battalion, Royal
Australian Regiment (3RAR) at Terendak Camp in Malaya,
conducting counter-insurgency patrols on the Malay-Thai border,
and then in Sarawak on Borneo during Confrontation. He then
served in South Vietnam as a Mortar Platoon signaller with
Support Company, 7RAR from April 1967 to April 1968.
Spain Place. Darwin City Council named ‘Spain Place’ on 3
October 1962 in memory of the Filipino patriarch Antonio Spain.
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Three Filipino-Australians served overseas with Australian forces
during the Indonesian Confrontation with Malaysia, two of them
great-grandsons of the Filipino pearl and shell diver Antonio Spain.
One was Arthur Butler, the other was R63987 Ordinary Seaman
Communications Laurence Charles Jones, grandson of Great War
veteran Felix Beato Puerte Spain (1893-1966), who served in the
Royal Australian Navy from 1965 to 1985. ‘Spike’ Jones deployed
twice during Confrontation with HMAS Duchess in 1965, on duty
with the British Commonwealth Far East Strategic Reserve
(FESR).
Spain Place also recalls the police and Vietnam War service of
Antonio Spain’s grandson 162724 WO2 Richard Allen Spain BEM
(1937-1998). Dick Spain first served with the Queensland Police
and, on 11 October 1960, was awarded the British Empire Medal
for Gallantry for his bravery in apprehending an armed man. He
then served with the Australian Regular Army from 1965 to 1987,
including duty in South Vietnam with the Australian Force Vietnam
Amenities and Welfare Unit at Vung Tau from 27 August 1969 to
27 August 1970.
MacArthur Landing Memorial. Francisco J Salveron (1910-1998)
escaped the Japanese occupation of Manila but was wounded
when the blockade-runner SS Don Isidro was attacked and sunk by
Japanese aircraft north of Darwin on 19 February 1942; he was
hospitalised in Darwin and then in Brisbane where General
Douglas MacArthur appointed him as an Aide-de-Camp as a
Sergeant in the US Army Air Forces. He is today represented by
one of the double-life-sized bronze figures at the MacArthur
Landing Memorial in Palo, Leyte, recalling MacArthur’s return to the
Philippines at ‘Red Beach’ on 20 October 1944.
This memorial also honours the service and sacrifice of his son,
1731040 Private Douglas Javing Salveron (1945-1966), a FilipinoAustralian National Serviceman who served with the 6th Battalion,
Royal Australian Regiment (6RAR). He deployed to South Vietnam
from 8 June 1966 as a rifleman with 6 Section, 11 Platoon of
‘D’ Company 6RAR, and was killed-in-action during the battle of
Long Tan on 18 August 1966, aged 21. Douglas Salveron’s name
is commemorated on the Roll of Honour at the Australian War
Memorial (panel 5), and his sacrifice was specifically
commemorated in a Last Post Ceremony held on 18 August 2014.
Conclusion
The Philippine Honorary Consul-General for the Northern Territory
has observed that it is a great honour for Filipino families to be
acknowledged for their contributions to the Northern Territory and
Australia through the naming of streets and parks in Darwin,
Palmerston and Litchfield. In particular, those Top End Filipinos
who served as members of the Australian military forces should not
be forgotten.
We honour the service and sacrifice of Australia’s Filipino
community in the two World Wars, the Korean and Vietnam Wars,
and the undeclared wars in Malaya, Borneo and Malaysia, as well
as the contribution of the survivors to the Australian community.
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Paul A Rosenzweig
ThanksDigger@gmail.com
More info at: https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
Thanks Digger
The ‘Thanks Digger’ Facebook page has been
established as a tribute to all Australian Service
personnel and others who have served in the
defence of Australia and Australia’s interests.
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger | ThanksDigger@gmail.com

Captions
Image 1: Perez Street in Darwin honours the pilot Miguel Perez
killed during World War 2, and also recalls the service of his brother
Sergeant Joe Perez (1922-1982), the only Filipino-Australian to
have served with the British Commonwealth Occupation Force in
Japan.
Image 2: Cubillo Street in Darwin honours Mrs Louisa Agatha
Cubillo, the widow of a Filipino-Australian killed in the Bombing of
Darwin, and also recalls the memory of her sons and nephews who
served in the post-WW2 Australian military forces. Laurie Cubillo
Park in Palmerston honours the only Filipino-Australian to serve
with the Australian forces in Korea – Private John Lawrence Cubillo
(1934-2003).
Image 3: Two great-grandsons of the Filipino pearl and shell diver
Antonio Spain served during the Indonesian Confrontation with
Malaysia: Ordinary Seaman Communications Operator Laurie
Jones saw two deployments with HMAS Duchess, and Private
Arthur Butler served ashore in Sarawak on Borneo with 3RAR in
1965. Both went on to serve in South Vietnam.
Image 4: Spain Place in Darwin city was named in memory of the
Filipino patriarch Antonio Spain, but also honours two sons who
were volunteers in WW1, a son killed during the Bombing of Darwin
in 1942, and several Filipino-Australian descendants who served in
uniform during WW2, Confrontation and the Vietnam War, including
WO2 Dick Spain BEM (1937-1998).
Image 5: Private Douglas Javing Salveron (1945-1966), a
Filipino-Australian National Serviceman who was killed-in-action
in the battle of Long Tan, is commemorated on the Roll of Honour
at the Australian War Memorial; his father, Francisco J Salveron
(1910-1998), is commemorated as one of the bronze figures at
the MacArthur Landing Memorial in Palo, Leyte.
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Australia and Northern Territory Branch, National Malaya-Borneo
Veterans Association of Australia responded with an address
titled, “In our Neighbours’ soil our Anzacs sleep”.

The Sarawak Heroes Memorial Park in Kuching is now a primary

Casualties

site of commemoration for the Malayan campaigns of World War 2

During the prescribed period of the Malayan Emergency up to

and the two undeclared wars in Malaya, Borneo and Malaysia –

31 July 1960, 39 Australian servicemen lost their lives. A further

the ‘Emergency’ and the ‘Confrontation’.

six died on operational service in Malaya and Singapore in the

On Thursday 29 August 2019, the Australian and New Zealand

period immediately following the closing date for this campaign.

High Commissioners joined with Malaysian and other

During the general period of the Indonesian Confrontation with

Commonwealth dignitaries and veterans in Kuching to mark

Malaysia, 26 Australians lost their lives on operational service.

Malaya-Borneo Veterans Day with a service of commemoration.
Of the total of 71 fallen from the era, four were members of the
Responding to the commemorative addresses given by the Anzac

RAN, thirteen were members of the RAAF, and 54 were Army.

High Commissioners, the Public Affairs Officer of the South

Three were serving or former National Servicemen.
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During Confrontation, two died at sea and two died in Australia;

Veterans of 4RAR placed a plaque on the entrance pathway of

eight died on the Malay Peninsula and fourteen died in Borneo –

the Sarawak Heroes Memorial Park in Kuching on 25 April 2016.

five in Sabah and nine in Sarawak.

Among the six members of the battalion who lost their lives was

The missing

14840 Corporal Ronald Charles ‘Danny’ Patch, a Rifleman with
1 Platoon, ‘A’ Company who was evacuated with a serious heart

Of the Australian casualties from the Malayan Emergency, one

ailment but died in St Vincent’s Hospital in Sydney on 20 May

Able Seaman was buried at sea in Malayan waters, one airman
1966 following emergency surgery to replace a faulty heart valve.
pilot was lost in an aircraft crash in the South China Sea, and one
He was buried in Coraki Cemetery in Lismore, NSW.
Flight Lieutenant has no grave identified.
Four were cremated in Singapore and their ashes repatriated,
Of the fallen from the period of Confrontation, two were lost at sea
among them two engineers from Sabah, and Sergeants Reg
and have no known grave. Acting Sub-Lieutenant John Morgan

‘Reno’ Weiland (23 March 1965) and Vince Vella (17 May 1965)

Hutchison RAN (Strait of Malacca, 24 March 1965), a pilot with No
from 3RAR who were killed in two landmine incidents on the
816 Squadron, Fleet Air Arm, is listed by the Australian War
Sarawak-Kalimantan border.
Memorial in its Rolls of Honour under the title ‘Malay Peninsula,
1964-1966’.

Five were returned to Australia for burial. Surprisingly, two of them
were not originally listed by the Australian War Memorial –

Lieutenant Edward George Kennell RAN (Philippine Sea, 28 April
Bombardier Barry Algar (23 September 1964) and Gunner
1966), an observer with No 816 Squadron, Fleet Air Arm, might be
Stephen Danks (24 January 1965). After protracted negotiations
considered a casualty of the Confrontation era, but his name is
however, the names were added to the Rolls of Honour in June
not listed on the Australian War Memorial website nor on the Rolls

2013, under the title ‘Indonesian Confrontation, 1962-1966’.

of Honour.
For four decades, two members of the Special Air Service
Malayan Emergency
Regiment had no known grave, but their remains were
The remainder of the Australian casualties from the Malayan

subsequently recovered and repatriated in April 2010: Lieutenant

Emergency were buried in a variety of places – but none of these

‘Rock’ Hudson and Private Bob Moncrieff (21 March 1966).

42 are at rest in Australia.

Among the tributes placed in the Heroes Memorial Park in

Their graves are in the Taiping (Kamunting Road) Christian

Kuching on 29 August 2019, Mr Ross Guldbransen, a former

Cemetery in Perak, the Penang (Western Road) Cemetery and

member of 2 Squadron, Special Air Service Regiment, and Dato’

the Kuala Lumpur (Cheras Road) Civil Cemetery in Malaysia, as

Lim Kian Hock, Heritage Adviser to the Sarawak Tourism

well as Kranji Military Cemetery in Singapore.

Federation, placed a wreath at the SASR Association of Australia
plaque. This plaque had been unveiled on 4 August 2015.

Confrontation
Three Australians were buried in Terendak Military Cemetery in
Of the fallen from the general period of Confrontation, two died in
Malacca, but have since been repatriated. On 2 June 2016, two
Australia and were buried locally.
RAAF C-17A Globemaster aircraft brought home 33 Australian
Service personnel and dependents from cemeteries at Terendak
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in Malaysia and Kranji in Singapore in Operation ‘Reunite’.

not listed on the Australian War Memorial website nor on the Rolls

Included among them was Lieutenant David Brian from 3RAR (5

of Honour because he died before the prescribed start date of the

March 1964): his name is listed on the AWM Rolls of Honour

Indonesian Confrontation on the Malay Peninsula (17 August

under the title ‘Malay Peninsula, 1964-1966’.

1964).

There were also two members of the Royal Australian Corps of

Today, these eight Australian fallen from the era of Confrontation

Signals, who had been attached to 208th (Commonwealth)

remain buried overseas.

Signals Squadron, 28th Commonwealth Infantry Brigade Group:

Summary

Signalman Kenneth Johnson (3 July 1965) and Signalman John
There remain 50 Australians from these two Malayan wars buried
Tassell (4 April 1966). Tassell was another who had not originally
overseas – in three civilian cemeteries in Malaysia, and in a
been listed on the AWM Rolls of Honour; after protracted
military cemetery (not a War Cemetery) in Singapore.
negotiations, his name was added in late 2017 under the title
‘Indonesian Confrontation, 1962-1966’.

In Malaysia:

Seven Australians were buried in Ulu Pandan Cemetery in

28 in the Taiping (Kamunting Road) Christian Cemetery in Perak

Singapore. By the early 1970s, the Singapore Government was

6 in the Penang (Western Road) Cemetery

finding it necessary to close down Ulu Pandan Cemetery to make
3 in the Kuala Lumpur (Cheras Road) Civil Cemetery
way for urban development. Accordingly, in late 1975 the
Servicemen and their families buried there were exhumed and reinterred in Kranji Military Cemetery in Singapore.
Among them was a third member of 3RAR killed by a landmine on

In Singapore:
13 in Kranji Military Cemetery (6 from the Emergency and 7 from
Confrontation)

the Sarawak-Kalimantan border, Private Larry Downes (17 May

The service and sacrifice of Commonwealth and Malaysian troops

1965), and Lance-Corporal Paul Denehey (6 June 1965), a

during the Malayan Emergency and Confrontation was not in vain,

Signaller from 1 Squadron SAS who was gored by a rogue

serving to uphold the sovereignty of the British protectorate of

elephant in Sabah.

Brunei and the Federation of Malaya, allowing the successful

Denehey’s slow, lingering death over five days in the jungle may

attainment of Malayan independence on 31 August 1957 and the

have been tragic enough, but his mother Kathleen died in 1994
and it was her dying wish that her son’s remains would one day
come home.

eventual creation of Malaysia on 16 September 1963.
The address in Kuching concluded:
“While we honour the sacrifice of our 71 Australians who died on

One Australian was buried in Kuala Lumpur: Private Francis Noel

operational service, we also recall the five who have no known

O’Sullivan, a veteran of World War 2 and the Korean War.

grave.

O’Sullivan died on 14 November 1963 when his vehicle
overturned while returning from Malacca to Terendak Camp; a
military funeral service was held in Kuala Lumpur, with members
of 3RAR transported by bus from Terendak Camp. O’Sullivan is

We also particularly recall the 50 who remain at rest overseas in
the soil of our neighbours – including 37 in Malaysia – and we thank
you for looking after our Anzacs”.
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remains of Lieutenant Hudson and Private Moncrieff were
repatriated in April 2010.

Paul A Rosenzweig
RSL-AC, MBV Day-2 #5
ThanksDigger@gmail.com
More info at: https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger

The name of Signalman John Tassell (1944-1966) was added to
the updated SA/NT Branch, NMBVAA plaque in the Sarawak
Heroes Memorial Park in 2019. At the time of originally installing
this plaque, his name was not listed on the AWM Rolls of Honour.

Thanks Digger
The ‘Thanks Digger’ Facebook page has been established
as a tribute to all personnel and others who have served
in the defence of Australia and Australia’s interests.
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger | ThanksDigger@gmail.com

SA/NT Branch, NMBVAA

RSL-AC, MBV Day-4 #6
The name of Lance Corporal Paul Harold Denehey (1944-1965) is
recorded on both the SASR Association plaque and the SA/NT
Branch, NMBVAA plaque in the Sarawak Heroes Memorial Park.
Paul Denehey, the first member of the SASR to die on active
service, remains buried overseas, in Kranji Military Cemetery in
Singapore.

RSL-AC, MBV Day-4 #7
Private Francis O’Sullivan died in Malaysia on 14 November 1963.

The SA/NT Branch Facebook page has been established to share
His name was not included on the original plaque unveiled in
knowledge and historical information with veterans, family, friends
and theby the SA/NT Branch, National Malaya-Borneo Veterans
Kuching
broader community regarding these post-World War 2 campaigns.
Association on 29 August 2016, but it was added to the updated
https://www.facebook.com/NMBVAAadelaide/

plaque in 2019. Francis O’Sullivan remains buried overseas, in
the Kuala Lumpur (Cheras Road) Civil Cemetery in Kuala Lumpur.
#1

CAPTIONS
Images by Major Paul Rosenzweig (ret’d)

RSL-AC, MBV Day-4 #1
Until this year, Australia and New Zealand were the only foreign
allied countries given permission to place a public memorial in the
Sarawak Heroes Memorial Park in Kuching: the Australian
NMBVAA plaque was unveiled on 29 August 2016. It was updated
in 2019 to include the name of Acting Sub-Lieutenant John
Morgan Hutchison RAN who was lost at sea in the Strait of
Malacca on 24 March 1965 and has no known grave.

RSL-AC, MBV Day-4 #2
4RAR veterans unveiled a plaque on the entrance pathway of the
Sarawak Heroes Memorial Park in Kuching on 25 April 2016 to
honour the six members of the battalion who lost their lives during
Confrontation.

RSL-AC, MBV Day-4 #3
Of the six members of 4RAR who lost their lives during
Confrontation, three remain buried overseas – in Kranji Military
Cemetery, Singapore (Private Jones, Private O’Carroll and
Corporal West).

RSL-AC, MBV Day-4 #4
The Australian Special Air Service Regiment plaque in the
Sarawak Heroes Memorial Park was unveiled on 4 August 2015,
honouring the three members who died during Confrontation. The

#2
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“The price of liberty is eternal
vigilance”
Lest We Forget

Finally a bit of Australian tongue in cheek poetry which about sums up what living in Australia is like.
With the drought and the bushfires that Australia has experienced again in 2019, a bit of light hearted but
truthful poetic, typical Australian attitude to the circumstances by a long ago poet. "Said Hanrahan" is a
poem written by the Australian bush poet John O'Brien, which describes the recurrent natural cycle of
droughts, floods and bushfires in rural Australia as seen by "Hanrahan", a pessimistic man of Irish
descent. "'We'll all be rooned', said Hanrahan.
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SAID HANRAHAN
"We'll all be rooned," said Hanrahan,
In accents most forlorn,
Outside the church, ere Mass began,
One frosty Sunday morn.
The congregation stood about,
Coat-collars to the ears,
And talked of stock, and crops, and drought,
As it had done for years.
"It's lookin' crook," said Daniel Croke;
"Bedad, it's cruke, me lad,
For never since the banks went broke
Has seasons been so bad."
"It's dry, all right," said young O'Neil,
With which astute remark
He squatted down upon his heel
And chewed a piece of bark.
And so around the chorus ran
"It's keepin' dry, no doubt."
"We'll all be rooned," said Hanrahan,
"Before the year is out.
"The crops are done; ye'll have your work
To save one bag of grain;
From here way out to Back-o'-Bourke
They're singin' out for rain.
"They're singin' out for rain," he said,
"And all the tanks are dry."
The congregation scratched its head,
And gazed around the sky.
"There won't be grass, in any case,
Enough to feed an ass;
There's not a blade on Casey's place
As I came down to Mass."
"If rain don't come this month," said Dan,
And cleared his throat to speak-"We'll all be rooned," said Hanrahan,
"If rain don't come this week."
A heavy silence seemed to steal
On all at this remark;
And each man squatted on his heel,
And chewed a piece of bark.
"We want a inch of rain, we do,"
O'Neil observed at last;
But Croke "maintained" we wanted two
To put the danger past.
"If we don't get three inches, man,
Or four to break this drought,
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We'll all be rooned," said Hanrahan,
"Before the year is out."
In God's good time down came the rain;
And all the afternoon
On iron roof and window-pane
It drummed a homely tune.
And through the night it pattered still,
And lightsome, gladsome elves
On dripping spout and window-sill
Kept talking to themselves.
It pelted, pelted all day long,
A-singing at its work,
Till every heart took up the song
Way out to Back-o'Bourke.
And every creek a banker ran,
And dams filled overtop;
"We'll all be rooned," said Hanrahan,
"If this rain doesn't stop."
And stop it did, in God's good time;
And spring came in to fold
A mantle o'er the hills sublime
Of green and pink and gold.
And days went by on dancing feet,
With harvest-hopes immense,
And laughing eyes beheld the wheat
Nid-nodding o'er the fence.
And, oh, the smiles on every face,
As happy lad and lass
Through grass knee-deep on Casey's place
Went riding down to Mass.
While round the church in clothes genteel
Discoursed the men of mark,
And each man squatted on his heel,
And chewed his piece of bark.
"There'll be bush-fires for sure, me man,
There will, without a doubt;
We'll all be rooned," said Hanrahan,
"Before the year is out."
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A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT GARY AND HIS COMMITTEE TO ALL MEMBERS AND THEIR FAMILIES, OUR
SUPPORTERS AND OTHER READERS OF OUR NEWSLETTER
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