RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES

Issue 152

RSL
Angeles City Sub Branch
Philippines

NEWSLETTER # 152
NOVEMBER 2019

WEBSITE: WWW.RSLANGELESCITY.COM FACEBOOK: WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/RSLACITY
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Vice President’s Report
By: Scott Chambers – Sub-Branch Vice President

November 2019
In the absence of
our President Gary,
it gives me great
pleasure to write
the November
Report.
The
November
Medical
Mission
was conducted at
Madapdap on Sat
th
9 Nov, and as always was a great success which
is indicative of Peter Renton’s good planning. We
provided Medicines to 886 Children, processed
one Children’s Wheelchair, two requests for
Special Wheelchairs and two Hearing Aid
referrals. All in all, a very successful mission. Well
done by everyone involved.
The December Medical Mission is to be held on
Saturday 7th December at Balibago Barangay Hall.
This will be attended by members of the Hong
Kong Fat Boys Rugby Club. More details later in
this newsletter.
The new Clubrooms are on track to be completed
by the end of November, fingers crossed. Thanks
to Peter Renton and Ron Parrott for ensuring that
any problems with the Construction of the Building
are sorted out very quickly.
The Official Opening of the Keith Payne VC AM
Angeles City RSL Clubrooms will be held on
Tuesday 17th December 2019 commencing at
11.00. At this stage it looks like Keith & Flo will be
attending along with the Deputy Ambassador to
The Philippines, Mr. Richard Sisson.
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Following the conclusion of the Official Opening
the Presidents Christmas Drinks will commence
along with a Sausage Sizzle. All Sub-Branch
Members & Guests are welcome to attend.
The December Monthly General Meeting will be
held on Monday 16th December commencing at
11.00am.
All Sub-Branch Members are
encouraged to attend.
Memberships are due for renewal and the perfect
time for you to do that is at either the December
Monthly General Meeting or the Presidents
Christmas Drinks.
The Remembrance Day Ceremony on Monday 11th
November, was conducted at the Clark Veterans
Cemetery by the USA VFW Post 2485 in Cooperation with the American Battle Monument
Commission. Approximately four hundred people
attended the ceremony and we had an excellent
turn out of Angeles City RSL Sub-Branch members.
The New 2020 Australia Day Shirts are currently
being manufactured and will be on sale soon
2018 Fiesta Shirts - Fire Sale. We STILL have quite
a few left over and they are now on sale for P350
each. Furthermore, there are also a number of
RSL Singlets available, also at the "gift" price of
P350 each. Contact Rudolf Schiller (Roo) at either
Hotel Fenson on Tuesday afternoons or Emotions
at the Monday evening Raffle.
The Planning for next year’s Australia Day Fiesta
is well under way. It will be held at Hotel Fenson
on Sunday 26th January 2020 commencing at
12.00pm. More to follow in next Month’s
Newsletter.
That’s all from me,
Cheers,
Scott Chambers
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ANOTHER well attended and successful, for us, Remembrance Day and for Americans,
Veterans Day (previously Armistice Day) at Clark Cemetery, organized and conducted by
VFW Post 2485. The following photo’s are centred around our sub branch attendance.

< Foundation Member
Steve Innes (centre)
attended with
American buddy Pete.
Steve has been a subbranch member since
it’s inception in 1994.

Raffle C0-ord Roo
Schiller with Treasurer
Ron Parrot (below)

Unfortunately,
President Gary could
not be present as he had
to rush back to Australia
to attend urgent family
business.
Our two Vice Presidents
ensured the day was
well attended.
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Senior Vice President
Chris Weeks (on the
right) made it back
from his family visit to
the UK in time to
attend Remembrance
Day. Here he presents
the floral wreath at
the ceremony.

Peter Renton (left) and Ron Parrott (right) with our Sub Branch wreath
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Peter Renton with the full
picture of our sub-branch
wreath presented at the
memorial service on Clark
Cemetery.
Our wreaths are always very
elaborate and very photogenic.

REMEMBRANCE DAY IN HERVEY BAY AUSTRALIA (Home of the editor)
I attended the Remembrance Day Service in Hervey Bay today, conducted by the Hervey Bay RSL Sub Branch.
I was amongst several hundreds attending the service, which included students from local schools. It is very
pleasing to see the younger generation involved in these services. Two pictures of some of those attending √
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All they sacrificed
By Lucy Carne
For one minute
on Monday, I
will remember
my greatgrandfather
Private Percy
Carne, who as a
blue-eyed 21
year old shipped
off to the First
World War.
Who with his
three brothers –
all stockmen on cattle properties in North
Queensland’s remote Gulf Country – were
enticed by exciting tales of Gallipoli.
The four brothers, who had been schooled only
to Year 4, left the bush to enlist and were swept
off to battlefronts in the bitter winter of Europe.
Jack Carne, the eldest, who served as a private
in the 11th Machine Gun Company, was killed
when a shell hit his trench in Belgium and was
buried at Potijze in a grave misspelt ‘Carnie’.
Edward, the youngest and Bert, the secondeldest, also both served in the Australian Army.
Bert, according to family legend, lay disoriented
in a shell hole in ‘no man’s land’ in Belgium for
three days before he was found. He was never
the same again, according to my grandfather.
Percy, a farrier and horseman, joined the Light
Horse Regiment – first in the 5th and then the
4th.
For one minute, I will remember my greatgrandfather.
Who rode in the last great cavalry charge of
modern warfare – the Battle of Beersheba.
Who was ordered to charge or die trying as the
Light Horse galloped on Turkish trenches.

Who, laughing with fear, thundered on storming
hoofs in clouds of dust into the furnace of
shelling and machine gunfire.
“They were an awe-inspiring sight, galloping
through the red haze – knee to knee and horse
to horse – the dying sun glinting on bayonets,”
Ion Idriess, a fellow trooper in the 5th, wrote in
his diary The Desert Column.
For one minute, I will remember my greatgrandfather.
Who when the brutal and bloody horror of war
seemed finally over, was told that the
Australian Government would not ship their
beloved horses home.
Who refused to leave his loyal horse behind in
Egypt, having witnessed so many starved and
abused.
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Who, along with his fellow Light Horse troopers,
walked their beloved animals into the sea and
sobbing, shot them.
“The hardest day of my life,” he would say. “My
horse was part of my body.”
For one minute tomorrow, I will remember my
great-grandfather.
Who, when the next war came, watched as
both his sons left the farm, but only one
returned.
Who begged his eldest Roy not to enlist, but
when his son threatened to run away, dutifully
drove him to Gympie train station.
Who, sitting in his truck as Roy walked away,
knew it would be the last time he would see his
son.
And who sped to the next station so he could
catch one last glimpse of his sweet, blondhaired boy with his same blue eyes sitting at
the window of the train.
Flight Sergeant Roy Dempsey Carne, who had
just turned 22, was a navigator in the Australian
466 squadron as part of Bomber Command. On
the night of the dam busters raid on May 16,
1943, he was sent to drop mines on
submarines in Brest Harbour as a distraction –
or as his little brother (my grandfather) says,
“as bait”. His plane never returned.
For one minute, I will remember my greatgrandfather.
Who never once spoke of the death of his son.
But who, unbeknown to anyone in his family,
pleaded with the RSL to intervene with the
RAAF to stop his youngest son (my
grandfather) doing active service. My
grandfather only found out years later when he
saw a note stapled to his file.
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For one minute, I will remember my greatgrandfather.
Who, along with his fellow Light Horse mates,
refused to march on Anzac Day.
Who carried the deep pain of war always inside
him, like the piece of shrapnel embedded in his
back.
And who, as he lay dying in Gympie Hospital in
1989, cried out to his mates on the frontline.
My family’s story is not special. It is the story of
so many Australian families.
In WWI, we lost more men per capita than any
other country. Entire family lines vanished,
country towns lost all their men and a
generation was laid to waste in such
unquantifiable, unbearable loss.
Now, 100 years on from the first Remembrance
Day, we must not let the tradition crumble into
distant history.
There may be no more left who served, but the
need to remember does not diminish.
Their sacrifice and pain cannot be
overshadowed by our modern ignorance and
entitlement.
For how we treat our past, reflects how we will
handle our future.
One minute of silence. It seems so inadequate
for all that was sacrificed, but it’s all we can do.
That is our duty.
Lucy Carne is editor of Rendezview.com.au.

I thank Lucy for allowing me to publish her
family story in our newsletter. I have
promised her I would email a copy when the
newsletter is issued. Ed
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Raffle coordinator, ‘Roo’
Schiller was finally able to
hand over second place prize
to winner Steve Crisp today at
Envy.
Steve was in the USA when
Roo contacted him just after
the raffle, and has just arrived
back on 7th Nov.
One very happy and
appreciative gentleman who
also really appreciates what
the RSL does here for the
kids.
It was a pleasure to hand over
his prize, 50,000php cash !
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Medical Mission conducted at Madapdap, Mabalacat.
We had 886 kids attend,
and we gave out one
standard wheelchair. (see
photo next page)
We also committed to
give 2 Special Wheelchairs and took details for
2 kids requiring Hearing
Aids.
Our final MM for the year
will be on 7th Dec at
Balibago Barangay Hall.
This will be a Pot Belly
Pigs / Fat Boys funded
MM. Venue changed from
Pig Farm due to other
activities, causing a
shortage of tents.
This little tike seemed to like the worming medicine, she gave it the thumbs up

Anyway, these girls have
been through registration,
had their worming
medicine, seen a nurse,
poked and prodded by a
doctor, had a script written,
been to the pharmacy
tables, collected their
medicines and vitamins,
said thanks and ready to
head home. They would
have partaken in something
to snack on before leaving.
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Graham Crispin with the family of a 19 year
old girl suffering with cerebral palsy, trying
out her new mode of transport, her own
wheelchair.

This is sure to make her and her family’s
life much brighter.

Below is secretary Steve King with
assistant, ensuring a mother and her two
children have received their medicines and
vitamins, ready to be bagged up before
allowing them to go.
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Geoff
Blanchette
and his
RBI
Feeding
Program
Team are
a much
welcome
presence
at our
medical
missions

RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES
SERVICE AND SACRIFICE IN THE MALAYAN WARS
Malaya-Borneo Veterans Day
Part 3: Sarawak, Friday 30 August 2019

The SA/NT Branch of the National Malaya-Borneo
Veterans Association of Australia (NMBVAA) recently
held a service of commemoration in Kuching in
Sarawak, Malaysia to mark the 59th anniversary of
the end of the Malayan Emergency in 1960 and the
53rd anniversary of the end of Confrontation in 1966.
The service was held jointly with the New Zealand
Malayan Veterans Association, in the presence of the
two Anzac High Commissioners to Malaysia.
The following day, on Friday 30 August 2019, the
Australian reunion party visited four sites in the Bau
District near the border of Sarawak and Indonesian
Kalimantan – sites of strategic importance during the
Indonesian Confrontation with Malaysia.
The 3rd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment (3RAR)
served in the First Division of Sarawak from March to
July 1965 as part of West Brigade.
The Commonwealth forces were responsible for
defending their allocated areas of responsibility
within Sarawak, to deny the Indonesians any
intrusion into Sarawak.
They faced Indonesian regular army and paramilitary
forces including ‘Indonesian Border Terrorists’, and
irregular forces such as the Clandestine Communist
Organisation (CCO) which was involved in activities
such as attacks on local police stations, while being a
constant subversive presence.
Along the border, 3RAR occupied fortified company
bases at Kampung Stass (‘A’ Company) and Bukit
Knuckle near Kampung Gumbang (‘B’ Company),
with ‘C’ Company in the centre at Serikin astride the
main trading route between Indonesian Kalimantan
and Bau/Kuching.
Battalion Headquarters and ‘D’ Company were based
at Cambrai Camp near the village of Bau about 35km
southwest of the capital Kuching – which was known
as ‘the key to the door of Kuching’.
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The 4th Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment (4RAR)
served in Sarawak from April to September 1966.
Along the border, 4RAR occupied company bases at
Kampung Gumbang (‘A’ Company), Kampung Stass
(‘B’ Company) and Kampung Bokah to the northwest
(‘C’ Company). Battalion Headquarters and ‘D’
Company were based at Cambrai Camp.
Kampung Suba Buan
The NMBVAA reunion party first visited the Suba
Buan school, Sekolah Kebangsaan Suba Buan, to
present a donation from the Branch’s fundraising
efforts.
Suba Buan sits on the main trading route between
Indonesian Kalimantan and Bau/Kuching, near the
town of Serikin. In 1965, 9 Platoon of ‘C’ Company,
3RAR established a platoon patrol base here in the
forward zone in the Australian concept of defence –
at the site where the school now stands. They were
supported by 29 (Corunna) Light Battery, Royal
Artillery.
4RAR also had a platoon patrol base at Suba Buan in
1966, supported by a 105 mm Howitzer from ‘V’
Battery, 6 Light Regiment Battery, RA.
The ceremony began with addresses from the
Principal of SK Suba Buan Mr Medin, and the
President of the SA/NT Branch NMBVAA, Mr Brian
Selby, followed by the presentation of the donation
from the SA/NT Branch.
Kampung Serabak
Next, the reunion party visited Sekolah Kebangsaan
Serabak. ‘C’ Company, 3RAR was based at Serikin in
1965, supported by a field artillery gun position at
nearby Kampung Serabak provided by 29 (Corunna)
Light Battery, RA – this gun position is now the site of
SK Serabak.
‘C’ Company, 4RAR was also at Serikin in 1966,
supported by a 105 mm Howitzer from ‘V’ Battery, 6
Light Regiment Battery, RA based at Serabak.
The ceremony at SK Serabak was conducted by the
Senior Assistant for Student Affairs Mrs Magdelena
anak Joseph Nyadi. Addresses were given by the
Senior Assistant of Administration Mrs Roslin anak
Paula, and Mr Brian Selby. After this, the donation
from the SA/NT Branch was presented to Mrs Roslin,
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and the party was invited to join the staff for lunch.
Brian Selby was invited to plant a Red Water Apple
Tree (Pohon Jambuh Air Merah).
Kampung Stass
The reunion party next visited Sekolah Kebangsaan
Stass. SK Stass stands on the site which was occupied
in 1965 by ‘A’ Company, 3RAR – the battalion’s
northernmost patrol base.
The Stass position had earlier been a forward base for
42 Royal Marine Commando and the Royal Green
Jackets, and was occupied by the a company of the
1st Battalion, 7th Duke of Edinburgh’s Own Gurkha
Rifles until March 1965. From April to August 1966,
‘B’ Company, 4RAR occupied the Stass base.
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Federation, who has had a very long association with
Australian commemorative events in Sarawak.
Dato’ Lim later said: “We are touched by your
generous act of giving back to the communities and
school by your visit and presentation of assistance.
Your kind gesture will inspire the heritage education for
the school students to understand the essence and
responsibilities to achieve peace in society and the
world. We wish to record our appreciation”.
Paul A Rosenzweig
ThanksDigger@gmail.com
More info at: https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger

The ceremony at SK Stass was conducted by retired
teacher Mr Luke anak Piee. There was a dance
performance, and then Mr Luke gave a history of SK
Stass, particularly during the Confrontation era. An
address was given by Mr Brian Selby, and a donation
was presented to the Headmaster Mr Engchin.
Kampung Gumbang

Thanks Digger
The ‘Thanks Digger’ Facebook page has been
Established as a tribute to all personnel and
others who have served in the defence of
Australia and Australia’s interests.
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger |
ThanksDigger@gmail.com

Finally, the NMBVAA party visited Kampung
Gumbang. During Confrontation, ‘B’ Company, 3RAR
had occupied a fortified patrol base at Bukit Knuckle
near Kampung Gumbang on the border. Within the
base was a gun position of 29 (Corunna) Light
Battery, RA.

SA/NT Branch, NMBVAA
The SA/NT Branch Facebook page has been
Established to share knowledge and historical
information with veterans, family, friends and
the broader community regarding these
post-World War 2 campaigns.
https://www.facebook.com/NMBVAAadelaide/

From April to August 1966, ‘A’ Company, 4RAR
established a patrol base within Kampung Gumbang
itself, with a gun position of ‘V’ Battery, 6 Light
Regiment Battery, RA.

CAPTIONS
RSL-AC, MBV Day-3 #1
Members of the NMBVAA reunion party at Sekolah

Remembering Sarawak
The three schools at Suba Buan, Serabak and Stass
are Honorary Members of the SA/NT Branch,
NMBVAA, and receive donations from the Branch to
allow the students to undertake activities that would
otherwise not be possible. Following the visit, one
resident of the region posted on the Branch’s
Facebook page: “Welcome back our defender”.
The visits were facilitated by Dato’ Lim Kian Hock,
Heritage Advisor with the Sarawak Tourism

Kebangsaan Suba Buan, including the Principal Mr Medin
(third from left) and students in traditional Bidayuh dress.

RSL-AC, MBV Day-3 #2
President of the SA/NT Branch NMBVAA, Mr Brian Selby
presents a donation to the Principal of SK Suba Buan, Mr
Medin.
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RSL-AC, MBV Day-3 #3
President of the SA/NT Branch NMBVAA, Mr Brian Selby
presents a donation to the Senior Assistant of
Administration at Sekolah Kebangsaan Serabak, Mrs
Roslin Anak Paula.

RSL-AC, MBV Day-3 #4
Members of the NMBVAA reunion party with school staff at
SK Serabak.

RSL-AC, MBV Day-3 #5
President of the SA/NT Branch NMBVAA, Mr Brian Selby
presents a donation to the Headmaster of Sekolah
Kebangsaan Stass, Mr Engchin.

RSL-AC, MBV Day-3 #6
The author with students of Sekolah Kebangsaan Stass in
traditional Bidayuh dress.

RSL-AC, MBV Day-3 #7
Vice-President of the SA/NT Branch NMBVAA, Mr Don
Cameron, renews an acquaintance at Kampung Gumbang
near the Sarawak-Kalimantan border.

RSL-AC, MBV Day-3 #8
SA/NT Branch Vice-President, Mr Don Cameron stands
beside an outcrop of boulders at Kampung Gumbang which
marked the entry point to the ‘B’ Company, 3RAR patrol
base at Bukit Knuckle.
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THE POST-WAR MILITARY SERVICE
OF FILIPINO-AUSTRALIANS
Part 9: South Vietnam
At least ten Filipino-Australians continued the tradition of operational service after
World War 2, serving as members of the Australian military forces between 1945
and 1975. Six Filipino-Australians are known to have served with Australian forces
in South Vietnam, perpetuating a significant ‘Fil-Anzac’ tradition of military service
since 1915 from the small Northern Territory Filipino community.
The Spain family
Three who served with Australian forces in South Vietnam were descendants of
the Filipino patriarch and old Darwin identity Antonio Spain, who had come to Port
Darwin in 1894 as a pearl diver.
Dionisio Antonio Puerte (1863-1926) came from Cebu to Thursday Island in the
1870s to be a diver for trochus shell, pearlshell and bêche-de-mer (sea cucumber
or trepang). He came to be known as ‘Antonio Spain’ (the Philippines at that time
being a colony of Spain).
In Cooktown on 12 May 1885 he married Elizabeth Massey (1866-1951) from
London. They initially raised four sons on Thursday Island – Anastasio (born
1886), Catalino (1887), Hignio (1891) and Felix (1893). Antonio and Elizabeth
went on to have a total of eleven sons and one daughter (although five of the sons
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died in infancy), all carrying their father’s original surname ‘Puerte’ as a middle
name.
In 1894, Antonio and Elizabeth moved to Palmerston (Darwin). Antonio continued
as a pearl diver, and in his later life was a popular barber in Cavanagh Street. In
1900, Elizabeth secured a contract to provide stone for the new Christ Church.
Antonio and his first four sons worked in quarrying, cutting and carting the stone:
the foundation stone was laid in July 1902 and the church was consecrated later
that year. While all of Darwin’s Filipino families were Roman Catholic, uniquely the
Spains were Church of England through Elizabeth’s influence. Antonio himself
was baptised at Christ Church on 2 June 1906. Two of their sons served in the
AIF during World War 1.
162724 WO2 Richard Allen Spain BEM (1937-1998)
Dick Spain was a grandson of Antonio and Elizabeth Spain, born in Brisbane on
28 October 1937. He was the sixth child and second son of Joe and Annie Spain.
Joseph Dionisio Puerte Spain (1901-1991) married Annie Tosh (1903-1972) on
25 July 1925, and they had eight children, all born in Brisbane. Annie died in
Brisbane on 10 January 1972, and Joe died on 21 March 1991 in Albany Creek,
Queensland.
Dick Spain first served with the Queensland Police from the late 1950s. On 11
October 1960, Dick was awarded the British Empire Medal for Gallantry for his
bravery in apprehending an armed man.
The British Empire Medal (BEM) had been created in 1922 (in Civil and Military
divisions) to reward meritorious civil or military service worthy of recognition by the

RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 152
Crown, and was affiliated with the Order of the British Empire. The ribbon of the
BEM in the Civil Division (since 1937) is rose-pink with pearl-grey edges. From
1940, the BEM could also be awarded for acts of gallantry not in the face of an
enemy. From 14 January 1958, such bravery awards were formally designated
the ‘British Empire Medal for Gallantry’, and consisted of the standard BEM with
an emblem of crossed silver oak leaves worn on the ribbon. There have been only
169 awards of the ‘British Empire Medal for Gallantry’ in the Civil division made to
Australians.
Dick Spain then served with the Australian Regular Army from 1965 to 1987,
reaching the rank of Temporary Sergeant. His first postings were with 9 CI Section
(1965-67) and 2 Cadet Brigade (1967-69). Meanwhile, he married his first wife
Elaine Thompson in Brisbane on 9 August 1965; they had two children.
Dick saw active duty in South Vietnam with the Australian Force Vietnam
Amenities and Welfare Unit from 27 August 1969 to 27 August 1970. The HQ AFV
Amenities and Welfare Unit was located with the 1st Australian Logistic Support
Group (1 ALSG) at Vung Tau.
After returning to Australia, Dick continued to serve with the Australian Regular
Army in Queensland – with 25RQR in Toowoomba (1970-72); 9RAR (1972-73)
and then 6RAR in Brisbane (1973-76) and then 42RQR in Rockhampton (197680). He then served with the Western Australian University Regiment in Perth in
1980-84, and the Queensland University Regiment in Brisbane in 1984-86.
His final posting was with 25RQR (1986-87), and WO2 Dick Spain retired in
Toowoomba on 21 July 1987. Meanwhile he had received the National Medal on
15 November 1982 in recognition of 15 years’ service. Dick married Evelyn (‘Lyn’)
Gladys Bird on 16 December 1992 in Toowoomba, Queensland. He passed away
in Toowoomba on 29 May 1998.
18195 Private Arthur Wallace Butler (1944-2008)
Arthur Butler’s grandfather was Antonio and Elizabeth’s first child, Anastasio
Puerte Spain (1886-1942), who was commonly known as ‘Pedro’. He married
Fanny Louisa Chapman (1889-1960) in Darwin on 19 July 1909, and they had
three children. Anastasio and Fanny’s only daughter, Louisa Fanny Spain (19111974), married Dick Butler (1908-1987) at Christ Church Cathedral on 1 July 1931.
Dick Butler was a prominent Top End sportsman, born in Katherine in 1908 to a
Wugularri/Jawoyn Aboriginal and a European father, George Butler.
Louisa and their four children, plus Louisa’s mother Fanny Spain, were amongst
the many evacuated from Darwin, on the SS Montoro on 10 January 1942. During
the war, Dick Butler was a Gunner in the Darwin Mobile Force and later
19th Infantry Battalion, in a coast-watcher detachment at Peewee Camp, East
Point, and narrowly missed death at the time of the first Japanese raid on 19
February 1942.
Arthur Butler was born in Brisbane on 21 June 1944, Dick and Louisa’s fifth child
and fourth son. He put his age up to enlist in the Regular Army, and was posted
to the 3rd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment (3RAR). He served at Terendak
Camp in Malaya, conducted counter-insurgency patrols on the Malay-Thai border,
and during Confrontation deployed to Sarawak in Borneo from 23 March to 28 July
1965, guarding the lines of approach from Indonesian territory to Kuching, just 50
km from the border.
After returning with 3RAR, Private Butler was sent across to Puckapunyal, Victoria
as a member of the cadre which raised the 7th Battalion, Royal Australian
Regiment (7RAR) on 1 September 1965. The battalion began arriving in Vietnam
in April 1967, relieving 5RAR. It was part of the 1st Australian Task Force (1ATF)
and was based at Nui Dat in Phuoc Tuy province. Butler served in South Vietnam
with 7RAR from 18 April 1967 to 26 April 1968, as a Mortar Platoon signaller with
Support Company.
Arthur Butler participated in Operation ‘Coburg’ (on the Bien Hoa-Long Khanh
border) and in patrolling and cordon-and-search operations in Phuoc Tuy
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Province. An oil painting portrait held by the Australian War Memorial shows Butler
on patrol carrying his L1A1 SLR and AN/PRC-25 radio (Army/Navy – Portable,
Radio, Communication):
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/ART40563/
In another painting, of 7RAR members deplaning from USAF Iroquois helicopters
at Xuyen Moc during Operation ‘Paddington’, Arthur Butler can be seen in the
foreground:
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/ART40578/
The battalion was relieved by 1RAR on 9 April 1968 and arrived in Sydney on 26
April, conducting a parade past Sydney Town Hall before the Prime Minister, Mr
John Gorton, who took the salute. 7RAR was then based at Finschhafen Lines at
Holsworthy, NSW. Arthur Butler was married to Jean, and they had four children.
He passed away in Darwin on 23 February 2008, aged 63.
R63987 Radio Operator Special Laurence Charles Jones
Laurie Jones was also a great-grandson of Antonio and Elizabeth Spain. Laurie’s
grandfather was Antonio and Elizabeth’s fourth child, Felix Beato Puerte Spain
(1893-1966), who was an active shooter in the Darwin Rifle Club, and in 1915 was
a member of the Darwin Cable Guard. Felix served in the Great War (49th Battalion
AIF) and was wounded on the Somme (gunshot wounds to the shoulder, 10
August 1918).
After Antonio died on 21 July 1926, Felix took over his father’s hairdressing saloon
in Cavanagh Street, which became famous for the ‘Spain Special’, one of the
fastest haircuts possible. His wife Edith ran the Bluebird Cafe for many years, and
Felix and Edith ultimately had seven children.
Laurie’s mother, Rosalina Margaret Spain (1928-1964), was born in Darwin on 15
November 1928, Felix and Edith’s fifth child and fourth daughter. During the
exodus of women and children from Darwin in December 1941, Edith took their
children Rosie, Sheila, Lily and Dennis on the SS Zealandia to Glebe, NSW.
Rosie married WW2 veteran Henry Jones (1919-1952) in NSW. They had two
children, Laurie and Virginia, but Henry died when Laurie was just 4 years old. A
few years later Rosie took her children back to Darwin and they lived with her
father Felix Spain until they got their own accommodation.
Laurie Jones recalls that his grandfather was very proud of him joining the Navy
at the age of 17 years, and this common bond of military service prompted the
sharing of family history: “He would sit in the kitchen with me over a couple of
bottled beers and tell me his war stories. He also told me how he met my
Grandmother, she was a Nurse in England and when he was wounded she looked
after him”.
Rosie passed away in Darwin on 30 September 1964. Her first child and only son
Laurence Charles Jones was born in Sydney on 23 December 1947. Laurie and
Arthur Butler grew up together and were in the Sea Cadets together, and both
enlisted at about the same time. Laurie served in the Royal Australian Navy from
1965 to 1985 – by the time he was 18, Laurie had qualified for War Service in two
theatres.
Laurie Jones undertook FESR duties as a Communications Operator in the Straits
of Malacca and the Straits of Singapore on two occasions in 1965, on the Britishbuilt Daring Class destroyer HMAS Duchess (DD154).
After the first deployment to Borneo, he saw operational service in South
Vietnamese waters with HMAS Duchess from 27 May to 26 June 1965. After the
Australian Government announced its intention to commit an infantry battalion to
the escalating conflict in Vietnam on 29 April 1965, HMAS Duchess escorted
HMAS Sydney with the 1st Battalion Royal Australian Regiment (1RAR)
embarked, on Operation ‘Trimdon’.
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Sydney’s other escort was the River Class Destroyer Escort HMAS Parramatta.
The convoy departed Sydney on 27 May, and HMAS Sydney anchored off Vung
Tau on 8 June. At Vung Tau, HMAS Duchess was part of a protective screen while
Sydney carried out unloading operations.
After a second FESR deployment in Singapore with HMAS Duchess, Radio
Operator Jones saw a second period of operational service from 20 September to
3 October 1965: Duchess rendezvoused with HMAS Sydney and once again
escorted the troop transport to Vung Tau.
From 22 December 1967 to 1 January 1968, Radio Operator Jones returned to
South Vietnamese waters aboard the Modified Type 12 frigate (Destroyer Escort)
HMAS Yarra. She departed Sydney in September 1967 on a six month
deployment to the Far East Station, which included escorting HMAS Sydney to
Vietnam. Laurie Jones recalled one particular incident which happened in 1967,
while HMAS Yarra was anchored in the Mekong Delta just west of Vung Tau:
“We used to see the River Patrol Boats come up and do a lap around our ship
about 9.00am in the morning then head up river to do their patrols. They were
often referred to as the Brown Water Navy, as the that was the colour of the many
rivers in Vietnam. They would return about 4.00pm in the afternoon to beat the
rain, as it was about that time it would start raining.
“This particular afternoon we were moving the cartons of canned Fosters Beer
from the forward fridges to the after fridges, and in doing so we had to form a chain
gang, passing the cartons from one person to another. I was positioned near the
guard rail on the starboard side when we saw the Patrol Boats returning. We put
the cartons down on the deck to look at them. One of the boats was pretty much
shot up with two body bags on their stern and bullet holes everywhere. It came up
alongside, why I don’t know, but I felt sorry for the poor buggers so I kicked the
carton I had at my feet over the side and a US Sailor caught it and the boat took
off.
“Many years later on the website Gunplot an American Vietnam Veteran came up
and was asking if anyone who was on HMAS Yarra in 1967 in the Mekong Delta.
To which I replied ’I was on her then'’. He said ‘Did I know the sailor who gave us
a carton of beer’. I don’t know who was more surprised, him or me, but I replied it
was me. We have been mates ever since and we regularly email each other”.
Radio Operator Jones undertook his fourth deployment to Vietnam aboard the
Australian-built Daring Class destroyer HMAS Vendetta, from 28 October 1970 to
9 November 1970, escorting HMAS Sydney to Vung Tau. His fifth deployment was
with the destroyer HMAS Vampire, from 21 to 26 November 1972 – as part of a
Far East deployment from October 1972 until March 1973.
Commemoration
A memorial plaque outside the Darwin City Council offices, unveiled by The Queen
on 26 March 1977 during the Silver Jubilee tour, recalls Arthur Butler’s mother
Louisa Butler who was killed on Christmas Eve 1974 during Cyclone Tracy. ‘Butler
Place’ was registered by Litchfield Council on 11 October 1995 in honour of Dick
Butler, but also recalls Vietnam veteran Arthur Butler.
Antonio Spain died of bowel cancer in Darwin on 21 July 1926, aged 64, after
having lived in Australia for about 50 years. He was buried in the old Palmerston
Cemetery on Goyder Road – Darwin’s ‘Pioneer Cemetery’. The Spain family was
formally honoured in Darwin in 1962 when ‘Spain Place’ (off Cavenagh Street in
the city) was named in memory of the Filipino patriarch Antonio Spain.
The service of his descendants Dick Spain, Arthur Butler and Laurie Jones in the
Vietnam War continued the proud contribution of Filipino-Australians in the
Australian military forces since 1915.
Paul A Rosenzweig
ThanksDigger@gmail.com
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More info at: https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger

Thanks Digger
The ‘Thanks Digger’ Facebook page has been established
as a tribute to all Australian Service personnel and others
who have served in the defence of Australia and Australia’s interests.
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger | ThanksDigger@gmail.com

Captions

Image 1: ‘Spain Place’ in Darwin city was named in 1962 in
memory of the Filipino patriarch Antonio Spain. The name also
honours two sons who were volunteers in WW1, a son killed during
the Bombing of Darwin in 1942, and Filipino-Australian
descendants who served in uniform during WW2, Confrontation
and the Vietnam War.
Image 2: Dick Spain, wearing the ribbon of the British Empire
Medal (BEM) in the Civil Division – the crossed silver oak leaves
on the ribbon show that it was an award for gallantry not in the face
of an enemy, known correctly as the ‘British Empire Medal for
Gallantry’.
Image 3: Ordinary Seaman Communications Operator Laurie
Jones is seen here on the starboard side of HMAS Duchess on
her first trip to Vietnam in 1965 accompanying HMAS Sydney
carrying the 1RAR Battalion Group. The trailers and Land Rovers
were unloaded by sling frames suspended from a crane onto
landing craft for transport to the shore.
Image 4: Ordinary Seaman Communications Operator Laurie
Jones as a 17 year old in the Mekong Delta on the first
deployment by HMAS Duchess.
Image 5: This photo shows the tri-Service Guard of Honour
mounted in Darwin to welcome the Honourable John Armstrong
England ED, who commenced as Administrator of the Northern
Territory on 1 June 1976 (Laurie Jones far right). The Honourable
John Armstrong England CMG CStJ ED (1911–1985) served as
Administrator of the Northern Territory from 1 June 1976 to 31
December 1980; as a Lieutenant Colonel, he had commanded
North East Borneo Force and Sandakan Force at the end of
World War 2, and had overseen the surrender of Japanese forces
in the region.
Image 6: Ordinary Seaman Communications Operator Laurie
Jones as a 17 year old on his first deployment to South Vietnam,
and today.
Image 7: Medals and memorabilia of Laurie Jones,
commemorating 20 years’ service in the RAN from 1965 to 1985.
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Once again, I am indebted to Paul Baker for this historical article. Paul also provided the following article
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Tear down this wall!
Tear down this wall", also known as the Berlin Wall Speech, is a speech delivered by U.S. President Ronald
Reagan in West Berlin on Friday, June 12, 1987.
Reagan called for the General Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, Mikhail Gorbachev, to
open the Berlin Wall, which had separated West and East Berlin since 1961.
The name is derived from a key line in the middle of the speech: "Mr. Gorbachev...Mr. Gorbachev, tear
down this wall!"
A fuller version of the speech was “We welcome change and openness; for we believe that freedom and security
go together, that the advance of human liberty can only strengthen the cause of world peace. There is one sign the
Soviets can make that would be unmistakable, that would advance dramatically the cause of freedom and peace.
General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek peace, if you seek prosperity for the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, if
you seek liberalization, come here to this gate. Mr. Gorbachev, open this gate. Mr. Gorbachev...Mr. Gorbachev, tear
down this wall!”

And it was, on 9th of November 1989.
9th of November 2019 was the 30th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall which re-united the East and
West of Germany to form a unified Germany in 1990.
______________________________________________//_______________________________________________

BACKSTORY BREAKING NEW GROUND
On July 29 , 1912, in Adams County, Pennsylvania, Cornelius Hugh, a
labourer in his 60s and a well known local character, was working at the
Bittinger lime kilns when he was struck and killed by a runaway quarry car.
The body was prepared for burial and brought to the Valley Chapel.
Cornelius would be the first to be interred at the new burial ground,
however, as the evening progressed tragedy turned to farce. As the coffin
was prepared for lowering into a grave dug by Cornelius’s workmates it was
discovered that the plot was too small. Cornelius was set to one side, as his
comrades grabbed their shovels again and set to the task of enlarging the
grave.
On the second go around, Cornelius was once again lowered into his grave, however this time the coffin became
stuck halfway down and required a great deal of effort to be freed. Once again the gravediggers set to work and
the coffin was lowered in for a third time. It was now discovered that the grave was too shallow. The tired
diggers were now stymied by a layer of rock which proved their undoing. To make their ordeal that much more
unbearable those present were constantly pestered by a nearby swarm of bees.
As darkness fell, the officiating minister, a labourer himself, declared he had work the next day and that the
funeral would go ahead regardless of the grave being incomplete. “About 30 of the dead man’s former ‘pards’,
with their working clothes on, sweat rolling down their faces, some with picks in hand, gathered round,”
reported The Philadelphia Inquirer. “One of the number, who was probably overcome, lay at the foot of the grave
asleep.”
Cornelius was finally laid to rest the next morning, with the grave completed under the guidance of an
undertaker.

RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES

Issue 152

RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES
ADVERTISING

Issue 152

RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES

Issue 152

Clubhouse: Hotel Fenson
1734 San Pablo St.,
Mt.View Balibago, Angeles City 2009, Philippines
President
Gary Barnes
Mobile: + 63-995-052-8994
Email: garylbarnes86@gmail.com
Vice Presidents
Chris Weeks
Mobile: +63-927-320-4149
Email: chris.weeks@hotmail.com

RSL
Angeles City Sub Branch Philippines

Scott Chambers

Mobile: +63-998-561-1744
Email: wine.guy321@yahoo.com

Secretary
Stephen King
Mobile: +63-0967 291 0612
Email: secretary@rslangelescity.com

Treasurer
Ron Parrott
Mobile: +63-939-936-5939
Email: treasurer@rslangelescity.com

Committee/Publicity Officer
Peter Renton
Mob: +63- 0998 197 4223

Committee/Asst Treasurer
Rudolf (Roo) Schiller
Mob: + 63- 0977 653 4832
Email: rudolf54@iinet.net.au

Email: personalitypete@gmail.com

Membership Officer
David Shine
Mobile: +63 0939 853 8168
Email: david.shine60@yahoo.com

Editor
Larry Smith
Mobile: +61 423-238-620
Email: tassiedevil47@gmail.com

Quartermaster

Welfare Officer

Henny Simons
Mobile: +63-9506 037 509
Email: henny@pinkfeatherspa.com

Gary Maher
Mobile: +63 9493 978 344

Email: garymaher3@gmail.com

Do not forget, if dialing ‘in-country’ add in a 0 before the number

“The price of liberty is eternal
vigilance”
Lest We Forget
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REMEMBRANCE DAY MARCH

I saw a boy marching, with medals on his chest,
He marched alongside Soldiers, marching six abreast,
He knew it was Remembrance Day, he walked along with pride,
And did his best to keep in step with the soldiers by his side.
And when the march was over the boy looked rather tired.
A soldier said. "Whose medals son?" to which the boy replied,
"They belong to my Dad, but he did not come back.
He died out in Afghanistan, up on a Helmand Track".
The boy looked rather sad, and a tear came to his eye,
But the soldier said, "Don't worry son, I will tell you why,"
He said, "Your dad marched with us today, all the bloomin way,
All us soldiers knew he was here, it's like that on Remembrance Day."
The boy looked rather puzzled, he didn't understand
But the soldier went on talking, and started to wave his hand,
"For this great land we live in, there's a price we have to pay,
To keep our Country free, and fly our flag today.
Yes we all love fun and merriment in this country where we live,
But the price was that some soldier his precious life must give,
For you to go to school, my son, and worship God at will.
Somebody had to pay the price, so our soldiers paid the bill.
Your dad died for us my son, for all things good and true.
And I hope you can understand these words I've said to you".
The boy looked up at the soldier and after a little while,
His face changed expression, and he said with a beautiful smile,
"I know my dad marched here today, this our Remembrance Day,
I know he did, I know he did, all the bloomin way!
RESPECT to our fallen comrades, RESPECT to those that have fought for our nation!
Lest We Forget...

