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September 

2019 

Hi to all our 

members and 

anyone else 

around the 

world that takes 

the time to read our monthly newsletter.  

The September Medical Mission (MM) was 

conducted at Northville Elementary School, 

and what a wonderful location that was, from 

a set up, parking and access point of view. We 

issued medicine to 694 children, processed six 

requests for special wheelchairs and one 

request for a hearing aid. All in all a very 

successful mission. 

Food for ALL children that attended the 

Mission  (along with servings for some of their 

folks :-) ) was generously provided by RBI 

Steak House.  On behalf of all members and 

all attendees to our M M's I wish a hearty 

thank you to Chef Geoffrey Blanchette for his 

wonderful and exceptionally generous 

gesture. Also a big thank you to all his staff 

that attended the MM. Note that Chef Geoff 

hopes to be able to attend and provide food 

at all of our future MM's. 

The October MM will be sponsored by Hong 

Kong Pot Bellied Pigs RFC, and details of that 

mission are contained later in this newsletter. 

President’s Report 
By: Gary Barnes – Sub-Branch President 
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During the first weekend in September we 

had them (Pot Bellied Pigs RFC) in town for 

their annual Golf day up at Sun Valley GCC, 

and the Rugby Fat Boys 10's Tournament at 

Challenger Field, within the PAF Base in Clark. 

We entered one team for the Golf, with mixed 

results, and the AC RSL provided a water point 

at the Rugby, which was organized and run by 

Peter Renton, with a few other Committee 

members assisting throughout the day. Both 

events were exceptionally successful and 

there are a few photographs contained later 

in this edition of the newsletter.  

Our hardworking Secretary, Phil Salmon, is 

still at home resting and we wish him well for 

a speedy recovery. In line with Phil being 

indisposed and unable to carry out his duties 

as our Secretary, I am pleased to announce 

that we have appointed Stephen King as our 

Assistant Secretary and he will carry out the 

full duties of the Secretary appointment until 

Phil is able to return. Thank you very much 

Stephen. 

The new clubrooms are continuing to take 

shape with the roof going on this week. I STILL 

cannot forecast a completion date at this 

stage, as this particularly wet, wet season, is 

affecting the progress of all the exterior 

works.  

Some further good news, we at last have a 

volunteer to coordinate and run the RSL AC 

Sub-Branch Blood Bank, and I welcome Daryl 

Rudd into that appointment. He is currently 

away from PI, but will no doubt buckle down 

to the task ahead on his return. Thank you 

Daryl. 

AND, even more good news, we have a 

volunteer to assume the duties of AC RSL Sub-

Branch Welfare Officer. Once the Committee 

have ratified that member and we have 

conducted a handover, I will advise you all 

accordingly. 

In closing, I would like to make special 

mention in this newsletter of one of our 

Committee members who is providing 

support to the RSL AC Sub-Branch "well above 

and beyond what is expected of any member" 

Peter Renton is currently assisting with the 

resolution of a  very demanding welfare case, 

furthermore, he has been spending many 

hours and lots of travel to resolve the 

continuous problems we are having with the 

container on the back of our truck. All being 

repaired under warranty, but necessitating a 

significant amount of coordination and 

"waiting around" at a number of different 

locations. On top of all that, he continues to 

liaise, organize and run our monthly MM's. 

Thank you Peter. 

That's all this month, role on the dry season, I 

have certainly had enough of the rain this 

year, which seems to me, to be significantly  

more than the last few years. 

Best Regards, 

Gary B  
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As mentioned in 
Presidents report,  

The RSL AC (RSL 
Rebels) players, 
left to right: 

Tony Lockyer 

Gary Barnes 

Matt Brown 

Ian Cowling 

There is hope of 
having at least 
two RSL teams 
entered next year. 
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Medical Mission which was conducted at Northville 16 / Atlu Bola Elementary School in Mabalacat 

‹  How sad to 

have twins 
inflicted with 
the same 
disability 

 

 

790 kids came 
along for a 
medical check-
up, collect some 
medicines and 
be assessed for 
wheelchairs or 
hearing aids. 

 

A wheelchair  
makes a 
family like 
this lives so 
much better.  
Probably why 
we do it. 

 

We issued six 
special 
wheelchairs 
for these 
unfortunate 
kids, all with 
cerebral Palsy 
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New Secretary 
Stephen King 
at the 
‘pharmacy’ 
pretending to 
look important 
(and he is 
now). 

 

 

 

 

 

If these kids 
were 
Australian 
we would 
call them 
‘happy little 
vegemites’. 
Made it 
through the 
medical with 
a supply of 
medicines 
and/or 
vitamins to 
take home. 
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              Thank you RSL, we think you are number 1. Our reply “you are welcome, little ones”. 

 



RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 150  8 

 

 

The Annual Fat Boys 10's Rugby held on the 7th September. 

 

 

 

President 
Gary with 
Graham 
taking a rest 
behind Dr 
Tulud who 
is checking 
the scores 
on his cell 
phone. 

 

 

 

Treasurer Ron 
brought his dog 
‘Killer’ along for 
a free check-up 
with Dr Tulud, 
only to be told 
Killer needs a 
vet. 
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Enjoying the 
game and all 
other things. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some big 
boys at the 
massage 
tent. I bet 
there was a 
line up with a 
masseuse like 
that!!! 
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Our Medical 
Mission truck 
doing duties at 
the rugby 
game. 

Mark Broom 
(left) from 
ENVY keeping 
a close eye on 
the game. 

 

 

One of the two girl 
teams that played 

a very 
entertaining 

exhibition match 
at Half Time. 

 

We look forward 
to the Hong Kong 
Fat Boys coming 

down again for 
their favourite 
game- RUGBY 
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Outback road trip gave airline wings 

 
GRANTLEE    
KIEZA 

Australia’s national airline had 
its beginnings in an outback 
bash by two WWI airmen and 

a mechanic in a battered jalopy 

IT WAS one of the most important road trips ever 
made in Australia; 51 days of bashing through 
the Top End bush in a battered Model T Ford. 

A hundred years ago, the arduous journey 
opened the young nation to an endless array of 
global possibilities. 

Tomorrow, (19 August 2019) out beside a jumbo 
jet parked in the middle of the Australian 
Outback, the Qantas Founders Museum at 
Longreach will celebrate the 100th anniversary 

of the pioneering drive that ushered Queensland 
into the age of aviation and established an airline 
giant. 

It was on August 19, 1919, that 39-year-old 
Longreach mechanic George Gorham and two 
newly returned First World War airmen Paul 
McGinness, 23, and Hudson Fysh, 24, left 
Longreach in their jalopy, heading for the Gulf of 
Carpentaria. 

“Ginty’’ McGinness was a real goer. A graduate of 
St Patrick’s College in Ballarat, he was one of the 
few survivors of the charge at The Nek on 
Gallipoli in August 1915. He became a fighter 
pilot in Palestine and having shot down at least 
seven enemy aircraft, he was soon recognised as 
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one of the few air aces in the desert war. 
Launceston-born Hudson Fysh became the 
gunner on Ginty’s fighter plane. 

Early in 1919, the pair planned to compete for 
the £10,000 prize the Australian government was 
offering for the first England-to-Australia flight 
but their prospective sponsor, the wealthy 
philanthropist Sir Samuel McCaughey died, 
leaving them without wings. Instead they were 
hired by the Department of Defence to create 
landing grounds across northern Australia for 
competitors in the great air race as they flew 
from Darwin to Melbourne to collect the cash. 

Their 2180km route would take them north to 
Burketown, where they would swing left for a 
drive across the roof of Australia to Katherine, 
where they would then catch a train to Darwin. 

British-born Gorham, 39, had served with the 
British Royal Horse Artillery in India from 1895 
to 1907 and had been among the first men from 
Longreach to enlist in The Great War, serving at 
Gallipoli and in France. The rough bush tracks 
north were more suited to animal-drawn 
vehicles, bullock drays and stage coaches. Camel 
thorn tore the car’s tyres apart and instead of 
using inner tubes Gorham stuffed the tyres with 
spinifex grass to keep them in shape and turning. 

They spluttered on through the scrub and across 
crocodile-infested rivers and at night they talked 
about how Queensland and the Northern 
Territory really needed an aerial service. By the 
time the weary travellers made it to Katherine, 
McGinness and Fysh had an idea to link the 
remote settlements they had visited by aircraft. 

Fysh stayed in Darwin to welcome the air race 
winners, a team led by Ross and Keith Smith from 
South Australia, while McGinness began the 
return journey home. McGinness met grazier 
Fergus McMaster, when McMaster’s car axle 

broke at the Cloncurry River. He fixed the car and 
McMaster became one of the key investors in the 
new aircraft business they formed on November 
16, 1920, and which they called Queensland And 
Northern Territory Aerial Services Limited – 
Qantas. 

McGinness may have suffered post-traumatic 
stress disorder after the war and he struggled 
with personal relationships. He split with Qantas 
in 1922 and tried his hand at tobacco farming. 
When he died in Perth in 1952 there were only 
two mourners by his graveside. 

Grantlee Kieza’s best-selling biography of Bert 
Hinkler is published by Harper-Collins/ABC Books.  

grantlee.kieza@news.com.au 

________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:grantlee.kieza@news.com.au
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September 3, marks Yamashita's surrender in Baguio City 

 

The Japanese commander, General Tomoyuki Yamashita, is seated in the middle on the near side of the table. 

Seated on the opposite side, second from left, is Lieutenant General Jonathan M. Wainwright, U.S. Army. Toward 

the right end of the table, immediately to the left of Gen. Yamashita's head, is Commodore Norman C. Gillette, 

USN, Deputy Commander, Philippine Sea Frontier.  
U.S. Naval Historical Center Photograph, public domain 

 
The Battle of Baguio occurred between 21 February 
and 26 April 1945, and was part of the greater Luzon 
campaign during the Allied liberation of the Philippines at 
the end of World War II. During the battle, American and 
Philippine forces recaptured the city of Baguio on the 
island of Luzon from a Japanese occupation force. 
One of the last tank engagements of the Philippine 
campaign took place during the battle. Baguio later 
became the scene of the final surrender of Japanese 
forces in the Philippines in September 1945.  

 

Prior to World War II, Baguio was the summer capital of 
the Commonwealth of the Philippines, as well as the 
home of the Philippine Military Academy. In 1939, the  
 

 
 
city had a population of 24,000 people, most of whom 
were Filipinos, along with other nationalities, including 
about 500 Japanese. 
 
Following the Japanese invasion of the Philippines in 
1941, the Japanese used Camp John Hay, an American 
installation in Baguio, as a military base. In October 
1944, American soldiers landed on Leyte, beginning the 
liberation of the Philippines.  

General Tomoyuki Yamashita, the commander of the 
Japanese Fourteenth Area Army, transferred his 
headquarters to Baguio in December 1944, planning to 
fight a delaying action against the Americans to give 
time for Japan to defend itself.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Luzon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Luzon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippines_Campaign_(1944%E2%80%9345)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baguio
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luzon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_of_the_Philippines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippine_Military_Academy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Filipino_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippines_Campaign_(1941%E2%80%9342)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camp_John_Hay_(1903%E2%80%931955)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Leyte
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tomoyuki_Yamashita
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_Fourteenth_Area_Army
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In early January 1945, American forces landed at 
Lingayen Gulf. Thereafter, the American Sixth Army 
conducted two campaigns, one against the Japanese 
forces east of Manila, and the second against 
Yamashita's forces in northern Luzon. 

Between late February and early April 1945, the Allied 
forces, primarily consisting of the United States Army's 
33rd Infantry Division, with assistance from regiments of 
the Philippine guerrilla force United States Army Forces 
in the Philippines – Northern Luzon, advanced towards 
Baguio.  

By late March, the city was within range of American 
artillery.  

President José P. Laurel of the collaborationist Second 
Philippine Republic, having moved to Baguio from 
Manila in December 1944, departed Baguio on 22 

March, reaching Taiwan on 30 March, the remainder of 
the Second Republic government in the Philippines, 
along with Japanese civilians, were ordered to evacuate 
Baguio on 30 March. Yamashita and his staff relocated 
to Bambang. A major offensive to capture Baguio did not 
occur until mid-April, when United States Army's 37th 
Infantry Division, minus the 145th Infantry Regiment, 
was released from garrisoning Manila to launch a two-
division assault into Baguio from the west and south.  

During the Allied drive towards Baguio from the west, a 
six-day battle was fought at Irisan Gorge and the nearby 
Irisan River. This battle involved one of the last tank-
versus-tank engagements of the Philippines campaign, 
between M4 Shermans of the U.S. Army's Company B, 
775th Tank Battalion and Type 97s of the IJA's 5th Tank 
Company, 10th Tank Regiment.  

 

In mid-April, 7,000 civilians, including foreign nationals, 
made their way from Baguio to American lines. Among them 
were five cabinet members of the Second Republic; 
Brigadier General Manuel Roxas was "freed", the other four 
were captured as collaborators. On 22 April, Major General 
Noakata Utsunomiya, who had been left in command of the 
defense of Baguio by Yamashita, ordered a withdrawal from 
Baguio. On 24 April, the first Allied forces – a patrol of the 
129th Infantry Regiment – entered Baguio.  

Yamashita, along with 50,500 men of the Shobu Group, 
held out against the American advance in northern Luzon 
until 15 August 1945.  

On 3 September 1945, one day after the official Japanese 
surrender in Tokyo Bay, Yamashita formally surrendered 
Japanese forces in the Philippines at Camp John Hay's 
American Residence in the presence of Lieutenant-
Generals Arthur Percival and Jonathan Wainwright.  

Yamashita faced a military tribunal from 29 October–7 
December 1945 and was sentenced to death, and executed 
by hanging on 23 February 1946. 
The ruling against Yamashita – holding the commander 
responsible for subordinates' war crimes as long as the 
commander did not attempt to discover and stop them from 
occurring – came to be known as the Yamashita standard. 
 

 

DISCLAIMER 

The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the Committee and the 
Editor take no responsibilities for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies 
contained in this newsletter. Nor do they accept any liability for loss or 

damage suffered directly or indirectly for use of information contained in 
this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or opinions published in 
this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Sub-branch, the 

Committee or the Editor 
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THE POST-WAR MILITARY SERVICE  

OF FILIPINO-AUSTRALIANS 

Part 7:  Confrontation 

At least ten Filipino-Australians continued the tradition of 
operational service after World War 2, serving as members of 
the Australian military forces between 1945 and 1975. Three 
saw operational service overseas during the Indonesian 
Confrontation with Malaysia, perpetuating a significant ‘Fil-
Anzac’ tradition of military service since 1915 from the small 
Northern Territory Filipino community. 

Konfrontasi 

Indonesia’s Confrontation began on 24 December 1962, and 
intensified into an undeclared war after Indonesia launched a 
series of cross-border raids into Malaysian territory. Australia’s 
commitment to operations fell within the context of its 
membership of the British Commonwealth Far East Strategic 
Reserve (FESR).  

Australian forces were based on the mainland to protect 
peninsular Malaysia from attack, including a Light Anti-Aircraft 
Battery at RAAF Butterworth to defend the airfield. RAN 
warships patrolled the contiguous waters including the Strait of 
Malacca and waters off Borneo to deter Indonesian infiltration 
parties, and were involved in shelling Indonesian positions in 
Borneo and in repelling infiltrators in the Singapore Strait. 
Several Royal Australian Air Force squadrons were also 
involved during Confrontation. 

Confrontation included ‘prescribed service’ in northern Borneo 
from 24 December 1962, on the Malay Peninsula from 17 
August 1964, and in contiguous waters including the Strait of 
Malacca, until the signing of a peace treaty in Bangkok on 
11 August 1966.  

Three Filipino-Australians are currently known to have served 
with the Australian military forces during Confrontation, two of 
them great-grandsons of the Filipino pearl and shell diver 
Antonio Spain from Cebu. 

Dionisio Antonio Puerte (1863-1926) 

Dionisio Antonio Puerte (1863-1926) from Cebu became 
known on Thursday Island as ‘Antonio Spain’. Antonio was part 
of the first wave of Filipino migration to Australia in the third 
quarter of the 19th century: he was a pearl diver on Thursday 
Island and, from 1894, in Port Darwin.  

Antonio was later a popular hairdresser and barber in 
Cavanagh Street until 1922. Antonio and his English wife 
Elizabeth Massey (1866-1951) had eleven sons and a 
daughter, although five sons died in infancy. Their fourth son 
Felix served in the Great War and was wounded on the 

Somme in 1918, and their daughter Lizzie married Mounted 
Constable Joe Green of Maranboy, a decorated AIF veteran. 
Elizabeth opened Darwin’s first newsagency and book store in 
Wood Street.   

Three grandsons served in uniform during WW2 while their 
second son Catalino Puerte Spain (1887-1942) was killed 
during the Bombing of Darwin, and a great-grandson (Florenco 
Francisco) was killed fighting as a guerrilla in the Philippines. 

While Darwin’s Filipino families were Roman Catholic, uniquely 
the Spains were Church of England through Elizabeth’s 
influence. In 1900, Elizabeth secured a contract to provide 
stone for the new Christ Church. Antonio and his first four sons 
Anastasio, Catalino, Hignio and Felix worked in quarrying, 
cutting and carting the stone: the foundation stone was laid in 
July 1902 and the church was consecrated later that year. 
Antonio himself was baptised at Christ Church on 2 June 1906.  

18195 Private Arthur Wallace Butler (1944-2008) 

Arthur Butler’s grandfather was Antonio and Elizabeth’s first 
child, Anastasio Puerte Spain (1886-1942). Anastasio was 
born on Thursday Island on 27 April 1886, and was commonly 
known as ‘Pedro’. He married Fanny Louisa Chapman (1889-
1960) in Darwin on 19 July 1909, and they had three children. 
Anastasio died in Brisbane on 6 August 1942.  

Anastasio and Fanny’s only daughter was Louisa Fanny Spain 
(1911-1974), who married Dick Butler (1908-1987) at Christ 
Church Cathedral on 1 July 1931. Dick Butler was a prominent 
Top End sportsman, born in Katherine in 1908 to a 
Wugularri/Jawoyn Aboriginal and a European father, George 
Butler.  

Louisa and their four children, plus Louisa’s mother Fanny 
Spain, were amongst the many evacuated from Darwin, on the 
SS Montoro on 10 January 1942. During the war, Dick Butler 
was a Gunner in the Darwin Mobile Force and later 
19th Infantry Battalion, in a coast-watcher detachment at 
Peewee Camp, East Point, and narrowly missed death at the 
time of the first Japanese raid on 19 February 1942. 

It was not until June 1948 that Luisa brought her family back to 
the Top End, living in a ‘Sidney Williams’ house at Salonika, 
where Dick ran a boxing camp. Butler continued to serve in the 
Permanent Military Forces until 1961, and was the first soldier 
to earn the Long Service & Good Conduct Medal for service 
completely in the 7th Military District. 

Arthur Butler was born in Brisbane on 21 June 1944, the fifth 
child and fourth son of Dick and Louisa Butler. Arthur’s older 
brothers all served in the post-war CMF in Darwin, and 
underwent training at East Point. Arthur however travelled to 
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Queensland in the early 1960s and put his age up to enlist in 
the Regular Army. 

He completed rifleman training and was posted to the 3rd 
Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment (3RAR). He served at 
Terendak Camp in Malaya, conducting counter-insurgency 
patrols on the Malay-Thai border against the remnants of the 
communist insurgency.  

In response to President Soekarno’s Confrontation 
(Konfrontasi) with Malaysia, 3RAR deployed from Terendak to 
Borneo as part of a commitment of Australian troops from the 
28th Commonwealth Independent Infantry Brigade. The press 
said, “The battalion is the first Australian infantry regiment to go 
into combat overseas since the Korean War”.  

Butler deployed with 3RAR to Kuching, the capital of Sarawak 
in Borneo. They departed Singapore on the troopship ‘Auby’ on 
20 March 1965. The ‘Auby’ arrived in the Sarawak River on 22 
March 1965, opposite the Governor’s residence (‘Astana’) on 
the north bank. 3RAR served in the First Division from 23 
March to 28 July 1965, where the battalion established border 
posts guarded an important line of approach from Indonesian 
territory to Kuching, just 50 km from the border. 

While Butler was serving in Sarawak, his father Dick was Head 
Gardener at Government House Darwin (1961-78), serving 
during the terms of five Administrators. Private Arthur Butler 
went on to serve in South Vietnam with the 7th Battalion, The 
Royal Australian Regiment. 

Arthur Butler was married to Jean, and they had four children. 
He passed away in Darwin on 23 February 2008, aged 63.  

R63987 Ordinary Seaman Communications  
Operator Laurence Charles Jones 

Laurie Jones, who undertook FESR duties as a 
Communications Operator in the Straits of Malacca and the 
Straits of Singapore on two occasions in 1965, aged just 17, 
was also a great-grandson of Antonio and Elizabeth Spain. He 
noted that he and Arthur Butler were very close: “we grew up 
together and were in Sea Cadets together. He joined the Army 
and I joined the navy about the same time. We served in 
Borneo and Vietnam around the same time too”.  

Laurie’s grandfather was Antonio and Elizabeth’s fourth child, 
Felix Beato Puerte Spain (1893-1966). Felix was brought from 
Thursday Island to Palmerston when he was one year of age: 
the town was just 24 years old at that time, and it was later 
noted that Felix ‘grew up with it’ – apart from his AIF service, 
he lived in Darwin continuously for 73 years.  

 By 1915, Felix was employed by the Public Works 
Department, was an active shooter in the Darwin Rifle Club, 
and was serving in uniform as a member of the Darwin Cable 
Guard.   

Felix served in the Great War (49th Battalion AIF) and was 
wounded on the Somme (gunshot wounds to the shoulder, 10 
August 1918). In England on 9 March 1919, Felix married Miss 
Edith Edetta Edmonds (1899-1984) of Birmingham who was 
working with a Voluntary Aid Detachment. They embarked on 
the Zealandic on 27 March 1920 for return to Australia, with 
their young daughter Queenie Eddetta Spain who had been 
born in England on 16 October 1919.  

After Antonio died on 21 July 1926, Felix took over his father’s 
hairdressing saloon in Cavanagh Street, which became famous 
for the ‘Spain Special’, one of the fastest haircuts possible. 
Edith ran the Bluebird Cafe for many years. Felix and Edith 
lived in Wood Street, and ultimately had seven children.  

Laurie’s mother, Rosalina Margaret Spain (1928-1964), was 
born in Darwin on 15 November 1928, Felix and Edith’s fifth 
child and fourth daughter. During the exodus of women and 
children from Darwin in December 1941, Edith took their 
children Rosie, Sheila, Lily and Dennis on the SS Zealandia to 
Glebe, NSW while Felix initially stayed in Darwin.  

After the first Japanese bombing raids on Darwin of 19 
February 1942, in which his brother Catalino and brother-in-law 
Ricardo Conanan were killed on the wharf, Felix went to Glebe 
and worked for the Allied Works Council. 

Rosie married Henry Jones (1919-1952) in NSW: Henry had 
served with the 2/4th Infantry Battalion AIF and was captured 
in Greece in April 1941.  Rosie and Henry had two children, 
Laurie and Virginia, but Henry died when Laurie was just 4 
years old. A few years later Rosie took her children back to 
Darwin and they lived with her father Felix Spain until they got 
their own accommodation. Rosie passed away in Darwin on 30 
September 1964.  

Rosie Spain’s first child and only son Laurence Charles Jones 
was born in Sydney on 23 December 1947. Laurie followed the 
sea-faring nature of his great-grandfather Antonio Spain and 
served in the Royal Australian Navy from 1965 to 1985 – by 
the time he was 18, Laurie had qualified for War Service in two 
theatres.   

His first deployment was during Confrontation: he served as a 
Radio Operator on the British-built Daring Class destroyer 
HMAS Duchess, which undertook FESR duties in Singapore 
and patrolling the Straits of Malacca and the Straits of 
Singapore from 19 January to 19 March 1965. Her first patrol 
commenced on 11 February off Pulau Jarak.  
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In various reunions many years afterwards, Laurie discovered 
that he had actually been in Borneo waters while his cousin 
Arthur Butler was ashore with 3RAR, but they didn’t know it at 
the time: just as Butler was arriving in Sarawak, Laurie Jones 
was completing his first FESR deployment in the region.  

Laurie Jones was on duty on HMAS Duchess again from 11 
August to 10 September 1965. He also served twice in South 
Vietnamese waters in 1965, and had three further deployments 
to Vietnam as a Radio Operator Special – in 1967-68, 1970 
and 1972. 

Commemoration 

Having survived the Depression, the 1937 cyclone and the 
evacuation from Darwin, Louisa Butler was killed on Christmas 
Eve 1974 during Cyclone Tracy. Her name is commemorated 
on a memorial plaque outside the Darwin City Council offices 
which was unveiled by The Queen on 26 March 1977 during 
Her Majesty’s Silver Jubilee tour.  

Laurie Jones contributed memories and several photos to the 
book Tiger Territory by Ian Pfennigwerth – the untold story of 
the Royal Australian Navy in Southeast Asia, 1948 to 1971. 

In the Top End, ‘Butler Place’ was registered by Litchfield 
Council on 11 October 1995 in honour of Dick Butler – war 
veteran, and father of several soldiers including Borneo and 
Vietnam veteran Arthur Butler.  

Because of the sensitivity of the cross-border operations, which 
remained secret at the time, this undeclared war of 
‘Confrontation’ received very little coverage in the Australian 
press for several decades. The service and sacrifice of the 
Commonwealth and Malaysian forces during Confrontation 
was not in vain, serving to uphold the sovereignty of 
independent Malaya and permitting the early development of 
Malaysia as a nation.  

The service of Mick Angeles, Arthur Butler and Laurie Jones 
continued the proud contribution of Filipino-Australians in the 
Australian military forces since 1915. 

Paul A Rosenzweig 

ThanksDigger@gmail.com 

More info at: https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger  

 

Thanks Digger 

The ‘Thanks Digger’ Facebook page has been 

 established as a tribute to all Australian Service  

personnel and others who have served in the defence of Australia  

and Australia’s interests. 

https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger | ThanksDigger@gmail.com  

Captions 

Image 1: This shoulder insignia was worn on the left shoulder 
by all members of the Australian Military Forces (AMF) serving 
overseas between 1965 and 1986. The patch features the Army 
General Service insignia of that era, the ‘Rising Sun’ hat badge, 
surmounted by the St Edward’s Crown of Queen Elizabeth II. 
This badge was authorised for wear only while serving overseas. 

Image 2: This is the shoulder patch of the 28th Commonwealth 
Independent Infantry Brigade Group, worn by Commonwealth 
land forces deployed in the Federation of Malaya (and later 
Malaysia) between 16 September 1955 and 31 October 1971. 

Image 3: Arthur Butler as a member of the 3rd Battalion, Royal 
Australian Regiment (3RAR) at Terendak Camp in Malacca, 
Malaysia. He wears curved ‘Australia’ shoulder titles, and on 
each shoulder the gilt-framed blue ribbon of the United States 
Distinguished Unit Citation (Army), as it was known then, 
awarded to 3RAR for extraordinary heroism at Kapyong in Korea 
on 23 and 24 April 1951. 

Image 4: On 20 March 1965, soldiers of the 3rd Battalion, Royal 
Australian Regiment (3RAR) from Terendak Camp in Malacca 
embarked in Singapore on the troopship ‘Auby’ to deploy to 
Sarawak, Borneo. 

Image 5: The troopship ‘Auby’ belonged to the Sarawak 
Steamship Company. It had been built in 1954 as a cargo/ferry 
ship, and was chartered by the Ministry of Transport during 
Confrontation as a troopship, mostly between Singapore and 
Sarawak, ferrying a total of 31,000 troops.  

Image 6: Former Radio Operator Special Laurie Jones received 
the Pingat Jasa Malaysia (the last on his brooch of medals) for 
his service in upholding the sovereignty of Malaysia during the 
Indonesian Confrontation. These two photos are from the photo 
albums of Corporal (Acting Sergeant) Bill Lagas of 3RAR. 

Image 7: This First Day Cover was issued in 2000 to mark the 
38th anniversary of the start of the Indonesian Confrontation with 
Malaysia. It features the clasp ‘Borneo’, which was the first clasp 
authorised for the new General Service Medal, under Ministry of 
Defence Order No 2/64 dated 6 October 1964. The clasp was 
awarded for at least 30 days’ service in northern Borneo 
between 24 December 1962 and 11 August 1966, in operations 
against Indonesian and rebel forces in North Borneo (later 
renamed Sabah), Sarawak and Brunei. 

mailto:ThanksDigger@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
mailto:ThanksDigger@gmail.com
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L_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

SERVICE AND SACRIFICE IN THE MALAYAN 

WARS 

Malaya-Borneo Veterans Day 

Part 1: Adelaide, Saturday 24 August 2019 

The National Malaya-Borneo Veterans Association of Australia Inc 

was established in Australia in June 1995. The NMBVAA offers 

membership to all Australian and Allied ex-Armed Forces personnel 

(and widows, widowers, family and friends) who served in the 

prescribed areas of Malaya, Malaysia, Sabah, Sarawak, Brunei, the 

Thai/ Malay Border, Ubon and Singapore during WW2, the Malayan 

Emergency, the Indonesian Confrontation with Malaysia and post-

1966 on the Peninsula, and in East Timor/Timor Leste. 

On Saturday 24 August 2019, the SA/NT Branch of the NMBVAA 

hosted its annual service of commemoration in the West Torrens 

War Memorial Gardens in Adelaide.  

This service, marking the 59th anniversary of the end of the 

Malayan Emergency in 1960 and the 53rd anniversary of the end 

of Confrontation in 1966, honoured the contribution of Australian 

Defence personnel in these two campaigns. 

Local Australian Air Force Cadets supported the service by 

providing a Catafalque Party armed with innocuous 7.62mm SLR 

rifles representative of the Confrontation era. 

The Emergency was an ‘undeclared war’ fought in the Federation 

of Malaya immediately following the end of World War 2, between 

16 June 1948 and 31 July 1960. 

Then, between 24 December 1962 and 11 August 1966, the 

Indonesian Confrontation with Malaysia was another undeclared 

war fought following a series of cross-border raids into Malaysian 

territory. Australian and New Zealand units fought in Borneo and 

West Malaysia as part of a larger British and Commonwealth force 

under overall British command.  

Australia’s commitment to both campaigns in Malaya fell within the 

context of its membership of the British Commonwealth Far East 

Strategic Reserve (BCFESR).  

The service and sacrifice of Commonwealth and Malaysian troops 

during the Malayan Emergency and Confrontation was not in vain, 

serving to uphold the sovereignty of the British protectorate of 

Brunei and the Federation of Malaya, allowing the successful 
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attainment of Malayan independence on 31 August 1957 and the 

eventual creation of Malaysia on 16 September 1963. 

In 2011, the Australian Department of Veterans’ Affairs designated 

31 August (the date of Malayan Independence) as the official date 

of commemoration for these two campaigns. 

Each year in August, on the Saturday closest to 31 August, the 

SA/NT Branch of the NMBVAA hosts a service of commemoration 

– but this year the Branch held the Adelaide event slightly earlier 

than usual to permit a pilgrimage party to conduct a similar service 

in Kuching, Sarawak on 29 August. 

From the Emergency and Confrontation, and related activities of 

that era, there were 71 Australian casualties: four were members of 

the RAN, thirteen were members of the RAAF, and 54 were Army. 

Three were National Servicemen or former National Servicemen.  

And Confrontation wasn’t just confined to the Malay Peninsula: of 

those who died, five died in Sabah and nine died in Sarawak. 

Of the Australian fallen from the Malayan Emergency, one was 

buried at sea in Malayan waters, one was lost in an aircraft crash 

in the South China Sea, and one has no grave identified. Among 

the fallen from the period of Confrontation, two were lost at sea 

and have no known grave. 

Although some of the fallen were repatriated, there are still 50 

Australians from these two Malayan wars who remain buried 

overseas – in the Taiping Christian Cemetery in Perak, the 

Penang Cemetery and the Kuala Lumpur Civil Cemetery in 

Malaysia, and in Kranji Military Cemetery in Singapore. 

In the Commemorative Address, Major Paul A Rosenzweig OAM 

(ret’d) said, “Let us lay a wreath today, and recall the sacrifices 

our colleagues and forebears made overseas. Let us especially 

remember the five who have no known grave, and the 50 who 

remain at rest overseas in the soil of our neighbours”.  

Although the conflicts being commemorated are not well known 

publicly, their place in Australian military history is being assured 

through these commemorative events.  

Paul A Rosenzweig 

ThanksDigger@gmail.com 

More info at: https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger  

 

Thanks Digger 

The ‘Thanks Digger’ Facebook page has been established  

as a tribute to all personnel and others who have served 

 in the defence of Australia and Australia’s interests. 

https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger |  ThanksDigger@gmail.com  

    SA/NT Branch, NMBVAA 

The SA/NT Branch Facebook page has been established to share  

knowledge and historical information with veterans, family, friends  

and the broader community regarding these post-World War 2 campaigns. 

https://www.facebook.com/NMBVAAadelaide/   

CAPTIONS 

Images by Major Paul Rosenzweig (ret’d) 

 

RSL-AC, MBV Day #1 

The principal Guest of Honour at the Adelaide ceremony was His 
Excellency the Honourable Hieu Van Le AC, Governor of South 
Australia – who is Patron of the SA/NT Branch, NMBVAA.  

 

RSL-AC, MBV Day #2 

This image shows the burial of an Australian soldier with military 
honours in the Ulu Pandan Military Cemetery in Singapore – 
Lance Corporal Paul Harold Denehey (1944-1965), who was 
buried on 12 June 1965. Denehey was the first member of 
Australia’s Special Air Service Regiment to die on active service, 
gored by a rogue elephant near the Sabah-Kalimantan border. 
Today, Paul Denehey remains buried in Kranji Military Cemetery 
in Singapore. (Photo supplied by the family). 

 

RSL-AC, MBV Day #3 

One of the aims of the SA/NT Branch is to ‘Remember the fallen’. 
At commemorative services we solemnly repeat the promise to 
remember the fallen. Among the wreath-layers at this ceremony 
was Mrs Cheryl Cates, RSL SA/NT State President, who was 

mailto:ThanksDigger@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
mailto:ThanksDigger@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/NMBVAAadelaide/
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accompanied by Mr Peter Cates, President of the Largs Bay Sub-
Branch (SA). Image by Major Paul Rosenzweig (ret’d) 

 

RSL-AC, MBV Day #4 

One of the aims of the SA/NT Branch is to ‘Remember Malaysia’. 
The ceremonies and overseas visits of this Branch reaffirm the 
common values and deep friendship that we Australians share 
with our Malaysian counterparts and the other allied countries we 
have served beside, not just on the Malay Peninsula and in Sabah 
and Sarawak, but during all other wars and peacekeeping 
operations. 

 

RSL-AC, MBV Day #5 

Another of the aims of the SA/NT Branch is to ‘Look to the future’. 
The commemorative services the Branch conducts in Australia 
are establishing bonds with the local cadets, who are already 
becoming our next generation of Defence personnel and our 
future veterans. 
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Most members would be unaware that the Friends of Angeles City RSL (Mackay QLD) actually exist. But they 

certainly do. These people, many in fact, were instrumental in raising the funding for our Medical Mission truck 
and providing additional funds for our charity account, from which our medical mission etc are funded from. 

They are friends of Keith Payne VC AO and David Caraccido, and jumped at the chance to assist with our RSL’s 
fund raising. 

They also have another name, The Mackay Philippine Association. As such, they are very interested in how our 
RSL is going and seeing how their funds are put to use.  

The group will be added to our internet newspaper distribution list. 

We thank them for their efforts and hope that what we are doing, makes them proud. 

 

From the Friends of Angeles City RSL (Mackay QLD) 
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My thanks to Paul Baker for this interesting article on our history of involvement in the 
Pacific War in the Philippines.  Ed 
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We Australians have a special 

relationship with our New 
Zealand neighbours, who we 
know as KIWI’s. We poke fun at 
each other. The contribution 
LEFT is one of those occasions. 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                            Daniel CRUZ      2nd floor- Cyber Centre  SM Clark  Angeles City 
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RSL 

Angeles City Sub Branch Philippines 

 
Clubhouse: Hotel Fenson 
1734 San Pablo St., 
Mt.View Balibago, Angeles City 2009, Philippines 

 

 

President 

Gary Barnes 
Mobile: + 63-995-052-8994 
Email:   garylbarnes86@gmail.com 

Vice Presidents 

Chris Weeks 
Mobile: +63-927-320-4149 
Email:   chris.weeks@hotmail.com 

Scott Chambers 
Mobile: +63-998-561-1744 
Email:  wine.guy321@yahoo.com 

Secretary 

Steven King 
Mobile: +63-0967 291 0612 
Email:   secretary@rslangelescity.com 

Committee/Publicity Officer 

Peter Renton 
Mob: +63- 0998 197 4223 
Email: personalitypete@gmail.com 

Treasurer 

Ron Parrott 
Mobile: +63-939-936-5939 
Email:   treasurer@rslangelescity.com 

Committee/Asst Treasurer                                      

Rudolf (Roo) Schiller                                                                                                                                
Mob: + 63- 0977 653 4832 
Email: rudolf54@iinet.net.au 
 

Membership Officer                               Editor                        

David Shine                                                               Larry Smith 
Mobile: +63 0939 853 8168                                   Mobile: +61 423-238-620 
Email: david.shine60@yahoo.com                  Email: tassiedevil47@gmail.com 

 

Quartermaster                                       
  Vacant                                                                                            
Mobile: +63-9                                                                                              

Email: 

 

Do not forget, if dialing ‘in-country’ add in a 0 before the number 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“The price of liberty is eternal 

vigilance” 

Lest We Forget 
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PROGRESS OF THE BUILDING OF OUR NEW HEADQUARTERS, SUBJECT TO RAIN 

 

 


