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This is the famous image engraved into the marble at the Vietnam Forces
National Memorial on ANZAC Parade Canberra
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President’s Report
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more remote areas away from Angeles City.
Well done Graham and your team.

By: Gary Barnes – Sub-Branch President

August 2019
Hi to all our
members and
anyone else
around the
world that takes
the time to read
our monthly
newsletter.
The August
Medical Mission was conducted in
exceptionally poor weather conditions, and to
be able to report that we provided medicines
for a total of 394, children is a very good
outcome, given that it was raining most of the
time, including during the lead up as well. Two
children had serious "Hole in the Hearts" and
one child had a suspected Hole in the
Diaphragm. All three have been referred to
our partners in the local Rotary Club. There
were no children requiring wheelchairs and
only two needing hearing aids.
While mentioning wheelchairs, Graham
Crispin and his team have been working
tirelessly since our new consignment of
wheelchairs arrived, and have now caught up
on the Angeles City backlog. They are now
working through a number that are for the

Our hardworking Secretary, Phil Salmon has
again fallen Ill and at time of writing this
report, is currently recovering in a local
hospital. Our thoughts go out to him and his
family for a speedy recovery. And our best
wishes for a speedy recovery also go to Dave
Shine, our Membership Officer, who is
currently recovering in Australia.
On Sun 18th August, the Sub-Branch conduct
the annual Vietnam Veteran's Day
Commemorative Service at the Clark Veterans
Cemetery in Clark. Our guest speaker for this
event was the Australian Ambassador to the
Philippines, His Excellency Mr Steve Robinson,
AO, who was accompanied by his wife,
Rhonda, and the Defence Attache to the
Philippines, Group Captain Ian Goold, CSC,
along with Warrant Officer Peter McGarry.
The ceremony was reasonably well attended,
especially considering it was a Sunday, and
was followed by a BBQ luncheon at our
clubrooms at the Fenson Hotel. Sincerest
thanks go to the Fenson Hotel staff for their
excellent support on the day, and also to our
Vice President, Scott Chambers, for the
provision of the meat for the function. A good
time was had by all in attendance, with the
Ambassador only departing mid-afternoon
because of another function he was
scheduled to speak at back in Manila that
evening.
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The new clubrooms are continuing to take
shape and I hope that by the next newsletter
we can provide some photographs. I cannot
forecast a completion date at this stage, as
the particularly wet, season, is affecting some
of the progress of the exterior works.
Some good news, we at last have a volunteer
to coordinate and run the RSL AC Sub-Branch
Blood Bank, and I will provide more details
when we have that person on board.
But, as I have mentioned for many months
now, we STILL need a member to serve as the
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AC RSL Sub-Branch Welfare Officer. If you are
interested in serving in this important
position, please contact myself or any other
member of the Committee.
That's all for this month, as mentioned above,
hopefully next month the sheet iron covering
the construction of our new clubrooms will be
removed and we will be able to include some
photographs of it taking shape.
Best Regards,
Gary B

____________________________________________________________________________________________
President Gary mentioned in his report
above that our Secretary Philip Salmon is
back in hospital with a continuing bout of
pneumonia.
Phil sent me this photo when he arrived
back home from hospital on 14th August.
Phil just cannot seem to divest himself of
this continuing problem.
The photo shows Phil taking a breather after
putting together the Schedule of Events for
September. Even though suffering
shortness of breath and feeling weak after a
stint in hospital, Phil jumped straight back
into his job as Sub-Branch secretary.
But he should have taken things a bit easier.
His good mate Chris Weeks is keeping him
company at his bedside. This also allows
Phil’s wife Christine a chance of a rest and
get a change of clothes and obtain
medicines for Phil.
We all wish Phil a speedy recovery and a
very long rest after he gets home next time.
Best regards Phil
Larry

Editor
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VIETNAM VETERANS DAY- 18 AUGUST 2019
2nd from left Warrant
Officer Peter McGarry, Def
Staff Aust Embassy Manila
3rd Group Capt Ian Goold
CSC Def Attache’ Manila
4th VP Scott Chambers
5th Mr Tim Pratt – Manager
Clark Veterans Cemetery
7th Mr Steve Robinson AO
Aust Ambassador to the
Philippines
8th Mrs Rhonda Robinson
9th President Gary Barnes
Right SVP Chris Weeks

From Left
Mr Troy Lockyer
Mrs Rhonda
Robinson
Mr Luke Lyons
Ambassador His
Excellencey Steve
Robinson AO
Mr Paul Baker
Dave
President Gary
Barnes
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President Gary Barnes with wheelchair coordinator Graham Crispin
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PINAY IN AUSTRALIA CITED
FOR HELPING KIDS
By:
Lalaine Jimenea (The Philippine
Star) - August 5, 2019 - 12:00am
MANILA, Philippines — A Filipina has
been cited in Australia for her charity
works for children in the Philippines.
Rachel Alamil-Bessant, a native of Ormoc,
Leyte, is the first Filipina to be conferred
with the Order of Australia Medal (OAM).
She received the award during the commemoration of
Australia Day on Jan. 26 this year.
During her 60th birthday celebration on Aug. 2,
Bessant showed her gold-plated medal to her relatives
and friends who attended the event at the Sabin Resort
Hotel in Ormoc.
The OAM is Australia’s way of recognizing the
exemplary achievements and services of its citizens.

She immediately conducted various activities such as
selling raffle tickets and sausages to raise funds for the
orphans of Barangay Guinsaugon.
Since then, she managed to attract volunteers and raise
funds and donations for the Philippines.
The Filipino Needy Children’s Fund is a registered
foundation in Australia.

Bessant founded the Filipino Needy Children’s Fund in
2000.

Recently, the foundation distributed toys and fed at
least 1,000 children in Ormoc. It donated wheelchairs
in Kananga town.

She was working in a hospital in Tasmania in 2006
when she heard that a village in Southern Leyte was
buried in a landslide.

Bessant said she loves children and wants to make
them happy.

ty d
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Little Aussie battler refused to be silent

He may have been deaf and of a frail build but
when the superpowers were dividing up the
spoils after WWI, our man roared like a lion
THE Australian Prime Minister Billy Hughes was
significantly deaf but when Australia’s turn came
to speak for the first time on the world stage he
demanded that his new nation be heard.
One hundred years ago this week, the Treaty of
Versailles was ratified by the Paris Peace
Conference in the spectacular royal palace
outside the French capital.
World leaders were carving up the globe at the
end of The Great War and Hughes saw the
gathering as the chance for Australia to establish
itself as an important nation. It was a David and
Goliath battle he was determined to win, though
he seemed an unimpressive specimen.

The British diplomat Lord Robert Cecil dismissed
Hughes as “that shrimp’’ and the Australian war
correspondent Charles Bean remembered him as
a small, frail man who looked much older than his
56 years. Hughes was pale and blue around the
lips, had traces of facial eczema and prominent
ears but Queensland had made him tough and
his gravel voice commanded respect.
Hughes had emigrated to Brisbane from Wales in
1884 aged 22 and spent the next 10 years
tramping around Queensland and NSW as a farm
labourer, drover, blacksmith’s striker, bush cook
and umbrella salesman. He became a shearers’
union organiser and spent seven years in NSW
colonial politics before Federation. In 1915 he
became Australia’s seventh Prime Minister,
waging a bitter, unsuccessful war for conscription.
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He split from the Labor Party over the issue and
eventually represented six parties: Labor (19011916), National Labor (1916–17), Nationalist
(1917–30), Australian (1930–31), United Australia
(1931–44) and Liberal (1944–52).

The Little Digger fiddled with his hearing aid and
made out that he hadn’t heard the question. Like
an exasperated professor with an errant pupil,
Wilson repeated the question. Hughes replied
“That’s about the size of it, Mr President.”

Three parties expelled him during a political
career lasting 58 years but he kept fighting back
and at Versailles in 1919 nothing was going to
stop him.

Wilson referred to Hughes as a “pestiferous
varmint’’ and questioned the Prime Minister’s
authority to intervene in world affairs saying he
was “speaking for only five million people’’.

The war was over but Hughes resumed hostilities
as soon as he and his deputy Joseph Cook arrived
with 68 other international delegates for five
months of peace negotiations.

Hughes thought about all the young Australians
in war graves and replied: “I speak for 60,000
dead. For how many do you speak?’’

Hughes went head to head with the American
President Woodrow Wilson, a Princeton-educated
professor in jurisprudence.
Wilson saw Germany as an important trading
partner and wanted to rebuild it as a democracy;
Hughes wanted it to pay for a conflict that killed
40 million people.
Wilson wanted German New Guinea as a trustee
territory of his proposed League of Nations but
Hughes demanded it as compensation for
Australian blood and as a buffer against Japanese
expansion. Wilson looked down his nose at the
rough-hewn Australian and declared: “Am I to
understand that Australia is prepared to defy the
opinion of the whole civilised world, Mr Hughes?”

Hughes ended up getting most of what he
wanted. He even had a ‘racial equality’ clause
removed from the covenant of the League of
Nations because he saw the Japanese proposal as
a threat to the “White Australia’’ policy.
Germany reluctantly signed the Treaty of
Versailles on June 28, 1919 and it was ratified on
July 9.
When it came time for Hughes to sign, he used a
button from an Australian Army uniform as our
national seal.
GRANTLEE
KIEZA

Grantlee Kieza’s best-selling biography of World War 1 leader John Monash is published by
HarperCollins/ABC Books grantlee.kieza@news.com.au

DISCLAIMER
The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the Committee and the
Editor take no responsibilities for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies
contained in this newsletter. Nor do they accept any liability for loss or
damage suffered directly or indirectly for use of information contained in
this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or opinions published
in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Sub-branch,
the Committee or the Editor
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THE POST-WAR MILITARY SERVICE
OF FILIPINO-AUSTRALIANS
Part 6: Bombardier Charles Michael Angeles,
Confrontation
At least ten Filipino-Australians continued the tradition of
operational service after World War 2, serving as members of the
Australian military forces between 1945 and 1975. Three of them
saw operational service overseas during the Indonesian
Confrontation with Malaysia, perpetuating a significant ‘Fil-Anzac’
tradition of military service since 1915 from the small Northern
Territory Filipino community.
Konfrontasi
Between 1962 and 1966, Indonesia and Malaysia fought a small,
undeclared war. Indonesia’s Confrontation with Malaysia began
on 24 December 1962, and intensified into war when Indonesia
launched a series of cross-border raids into Malaysian territory in
early 1963.
Australia’s commitment to operations fell within the context of its
membership of the British Commonwealth Far East Strategic
Reserve (FESR). Australian units fought in Borneo and West
Malaysia as part of a larger British and Commonwealth force
under overall British command.
Australian forces were based in Malaya to protect peninsular
Malaysia from attack, while Australia also provided two naval
mine-sweepers, four helicopters and other support including a
Light Anti-Aircraft Battery at RAAF Butterworth to defend the
airfield. RAN warships patrolled the waters off Borneo and
Malaysia to deter Indonesian infiltration parties, and were involved
in shelling Indonesian positions in Borneo and in repelling
infiltrators in the Singapore Strait.
In the period 1964-66, two infantry battalions, two squadrons of
the Special Air Service Regiment, troops of the Royal Australian
Signals, artillery detachments and five squadrons of the Royal
Australian Engineers were involved in Borneo. Ships of the Royal
Australian Navy patrolled the surrounding waters, and several
Royal Australian Air Force squadrons were also involved during
Confrontation.
Confrontation included ‘prescribed service’ in northern Borneo
from 24 December 1962, on the Malay Peninsula from 17 August
1964, and in contiguous waters including the Strait of Malacca,
until the signing of a peace treaty in Bangkok which ended
Confrontation on 31 August 1966. Three Filipino-Australians are
currently known to have served with the Australian military forces
during Confrontation.
Valeriano Angeles (1880-1950)
Mick Angeles was born in Darwin on 3 December 1940 in the
period later known to locals as ‘BB’ (‘Before Blitz’), and was just 1
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year old when he was evacuated with his family ahead of the
Japanese air raids.
His grandfather, Valeriano Angeles (1880-1950) was one of
Darwin’s ‘Manilamen’ at the turn of the century. He had come
from the Philippines to Palmerston (Port Darwin) in 1899 under
the Indentured Labour Scheme to dive for pearls and abalone.
In 1910, Valeriano married Paulina Lenneth (1883-1953), a partAboriginal from Pine Creek. The family lived for many years in the
camp overlooking Frances Bay which was known as the ‘Police
Paddock’. Valeriano participated in a search for oil at Elcho Island
in the 1930s, and later ran a pearling lugger from Melville Island.
In anticipation of the Japanese air raids, Valeriano’s family was
evacuated from Darwin on the SS Montoro on 10 January 1942.
Valeriano died in Darwin on 16 April 1950, aged 69, and Paulina
three years later, on 13 May 1953, aged 69. They are buried
together in Garden Road Cemetery near the Botanic Gardens,
which served as Darwin’s official cemetery from 10 April 1919
until 11 December 1970.
Timothy Thomas Angeles (1908-1977)
Mick’s parents were Timothy Thomas Angeles (1908-1977) and
Elna Annie (née Erlandson, 1911-1986). Tim was born in Darwin
on 24 January 1908, and left school when he was young to
become a drover. In 1933, he married Elna Annie Erlandson, the
daughter of a Norwegian man and Annie Clark, a part-Aboriginal
from Borroloola in the Northern Territory.
Tim and Elna married in at Saint Mary’s ‘Star of the Sea’ Catholic
Church in Darwin, in the original timber and iron church which
dated back to the 1880s.
Tim and Elna’s corrugated iron home managed to withstand the
1937 Cyclone. In the 1930s Tim was a member of Darwin’s
famous White Horse Boxing Club. Elna and Tim had eight
daughters and four sons, and by the early 1940s Tim was working
at the Koolpinyah Ice Works.
On 10 January 1942, Elna and her children were evacuated from
Darwin to Clayfield in Brisbane; their home on Beetson Street was
destroyed in the bombing (Beetson Street became known as
Smith Street West in 1954, and has been known as Smith Street
since 1 July 1970). Tim was wounded in the raid, and was
evacuated to Brisbane.
Returning to Darwin after the war they re-established their lives,
only to be forcibly evacuated again following Cyclone Tracy. Once
again, their family home was destroyed. Tim Angeles died in
Darwin on 23 January 1977 following a long illness. Elna died at
the Royal Darwin Hospital on 17 April 1986. They are buried
together in Darwin General Cemetery in Jingili.
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Army veteran Allan Davies recalls that Tim Angeles suffered badly
from the wounds he received during the Bombing of Darwin, and
often hosted him when he came to Adelaide during the 1960s to
receive medical treatment. Allan also recalled: “His son Mick and
I had served together during Confrontation in Malaysia and I had
the privilege of becoming an acquaintance of the family on our
return to Australia in 1966. A very proud family with hearts of
gold”.
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Paul A Rosenzweig
ThanksDigger@gmail.com
More info at: https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
Thanks Digger
The ‘Thanks Digger’ Facebook page has been
established as a tribute to all Australian Service
personnel and others who have served in the
defence of Australia and Australia’s interests.

7128 Bombardier Charles Michael Angeles
Mick enlisted in the Australian Regular Army for six years, and
completed training at the 1st Recruit Training Battalion at
Kapooka. He was assigned to the Royal Regiment of Australian
Artillery, and trained at the School of Artillery at North Head,
Sydney (from 19 September 1962, the RAA was known by the
new title of ‘The Royal Regiment of Australian Artillery’).
He was posted to 110 Light Anti-Aircraft Battery when it was
raised at Woodside Barracks in the Adelaide Hills on 10 May
1965. The battery had been raised for the purpose of relieving
111 LAA Battery, which had been deployed to defend the RAAF
Base at Butterworth in Malaysia.
The battery departed on active service on 14 June 1966. During
his operational service in Malaysia, Mick Angeles gained the
nickname ‘Tracker’. After Confrontation, Mick Angeles then
served three times in South Vietnam – twice with 32 Small Ship
Squadron and then in Saigon with the Australian Army Training
Team-Vietnam in 1971-72.
Commemoration
Because of the sensitivity of the cross-border operations, which
remained secret at the time, this undeclared war of ‘Confrontation’
received very little coverage in the Australian press for several
decades. Today, there is still no comprehensive nominal roll of all
who served, nor is there a national memorial.
In 2011, the Department of Veterans’ Affairs designated 31
August as the official date of commemoration for the two post-war
campaigns, the Malayan Emergency and Confrontation.
The operational service of Mick Angeles is recalled by ‘Angeles
Street’ in the suburb of Durack, which was registered by
Palmerston City Council on 2 May 2013. Although the street was
named for his grandparents, Valeriano and Paulina Angeles, it
also recalls the service of Tim Angeles who was wounded in the
first bombing raid on Darwin in 1942, and the war service of Mick
Angeles in Malaysia and South Vietnam.
The service and sacrifice of the Commonwealth and Malaysian
forces during Confrontation was not in vain, serving to uphold the
sovereignty of independent Malaya and permitting the early
development of Malaysia as a nation.

https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
ThanksDigger@gmail.com
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Captions
Image 1: Tim Angeles (1908-1977) and fellow members of the
White Horse Boxing Club in 1930. Tim Angeles was wounded in
the first bombing raid on Darwin on 19 February 1942.
Image 2: The headstone of Mick Angeles’ father Tim in Darwin
General Cemetery in Jingili.
Image 3: The headstone of Mick Angeles’ mother Elna in Darwin
General Cemetery in Jingili.
Image 4: Formation sign of the 17th Gurkha Division worn in
Malaya and Malaysia from 1957 until 1970. The 17th Gurkha
Division had originally been formed as part of the British Army’s
response to the Malayan Emergency. Headquarters 17th Gurkha
Division was the operational headquarters for all British and
Gurkha units in Malaya. After 31 August 1957, when the
Federation of Malaya gained independence, the division was
redesignated ‘17th Gurkha Division/Overseas Commonwealth
Land Forces (Malaya)’ and this ‘black cat’ formation sign was
introduced.
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Daniel CRUZ

LEXOPHILIA - Ya Gotta Love It:...
”Lexophile" describes those that have a love for
words, such as "you can tune a piano, but you
can't tuna fish" and " To write with a broken pencil
is pointless."
An annual competition is held by the New York
Times to see who can create the best original
lexophile.
This year's submissions:
I changed my iPod's name to Titanic. It's syncing
now.
England has no kidney bank, but it does have a
Liverpool.
Haunted French pancakes give me the crepes.
This girl today said she recognized me from the
Vegetarians Club, but I'd swear I've never met
herbivore.
I know a guy who's addicted to drinking brake
fluid, but he says he can stop any time.
A thief who stole a calendar got twelve months.

2nd floor- Cyber Centre SM Clark Angeles City

When the smog lifts in Los Angeles U.C.L.A.
I got some batteries that were given out free of
charge.
A dentist and a manicurist married. They fought
tooth and nail.
A will is a dead giveaway.
With her marriage, she got a new name and a
dress.
Police were summoned to a daycare center
where a three-year-old was resisting a rest.
Did you hear about the fellow whose entire left
side was cut off? He's all right now.
A bicycle can't stand alone; it's just two tired.
The guy who fell onto an upholstery machine last
week is now fully recovered.
He had a photographic memory but it was never
fully developed.
When she saw her first strands of gray hair she
thought she'd dye.
Acupuncture is a jab well done. That's the point
of it.
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I didn't like my beard at first. Then it grew on me.
Did you hear about the crossed-eyed teacher
who lost her job because she couldn't control her
pupils?
When you get a bladder infection, urine trouble.
When chemists die, they barium.
I stayed up all night to see where the sun went,
and then it dawned on me.
I’m reading a book about anti-gravity. I just can't
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put it down.
Those who get too big for their pants will be
totally exposed in the end.
My thanks to member Ken Duncan for this
contribution. Ed

_________________________________________________________________________________________
THIS IS ALL ABOUT BEER (Views of well know personalities)

"Sometimes, when I reflect on all the beer I drink, I feel
ashamed. Then I look into the glass and think about the
workers in the brewery and all of their hopes and dreams.
If I did not drink this beer, they might be out of work and
their dreams would be shattered.
I think, it is better to drink this beer and let their dreams
come true, than be selfish and worry about my liver.”
Babe Ruth

"When I read about the evils of drinking, I
gave up reading.”
Paul Horning
"24 hours in a day and 24 beers in a case.
Coincidence? I think not!”
H. L. Mencken
"When we drink, we get drunk. When we
get drunk, we fall asleep. When we fall
asleep, we commit no sin. When we
commit no sin, we go to heaven. So, let's
all get drunk and go to heaven.”
George Bernard Shaw
"Beer is proof that God loves us and
wants us to be happy.”
Benjamin Franklin

"Without question, the greatest invention
in the history of mankind is beer. Oh, I
grant you that the wheel was also a fine
invention, but the wheel does not go
nearly as well with pizza.”
Dave Barry
“Remember ‘I’ before ‘E,’ except in
Budweiser.”
Professor Irwin Corey
“To some, it is a six-pack. To me, it is a
Support Group. Salvation in a can."
Leo Durocher
One night at Cheers, a TV Sitcom, Cliff
Clavin said to his buddy, Norm Peterson:
"Well, ya see, Normmy, it's like this... A
herd of buffalo can only move as fast as
the slowest buffalo. And when the herd is
hunted, it is the slowest and weakest ones
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at the back that are killed first.
This natural selection is good for the herd
as a whole, because the general speed
and health of the whole group keeps
improving by the regular killing of the
weakest members.
In much the same way, the human brain
can only operate as fast as the slowest
brain cells.
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Excessive intake of alcohol, as we know,
kills brain cells. But, naturally, it attacks
the slowest and weakest brain cells first.
In this way, regular consumption of beer
eliminates the weaker brain cells, making
the brain a faster and more efficient
machine.
That's why you always feel smarter after a
few beers!”
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Quartermaster
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Do not forget, if dialing ‘in-country’ add in a 0 before the number

“The price of liberty is eternal
vigilance”
Lest We Forget
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