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            July 2019 

Hi to all our 

members and 

anyone else 

around the 

world that 

takes the time 

to read our 

monthly 

newsletter.  

The July Medical Mission was a significant 

improvement on the June mission. It was 

conducted at Jesus Street, a location that 

we have never visited before.  Medicine 

was provided to 575 children, 2 children's 

wheelchairs were issued and there was a 

need identified for three special 

wheelchairs. One child will be assessed to 

receive a hearing aid. 

As mentioned last month, we had two 

important visitors this month, Rick 

Meehan OAM JP, Chairman, and Fred 

Campbell OAM, Vice Chairman, of the 

Keith Payne VC Veterans Benefit Group. 

At Keith's insistence, they visited to assess 

what they can do under his banner to assist 

our organisation. They stayed at the 

Fenson Hotel, attended the July Medical 

Mission, and also both our Sat night raffle 

at Envy and the Mon night one at Emotions. 

They had a "working lunch” with myself 

and a few of the Committee on the Friday 

and a dinner at Envy with many of the 

Committee members and their wives/GF on 

Saturday evening. At the raffle on Mon 

President’s Report 
By: Gary Barnes – Sub-Branch President 
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evening, they presented the RSL AC Sub-

Branch with a wonderful “Digger Day" 

rugby shirt, which we will proudly display in 

our new club rooms.  

And, as I have mentioned for many months 

now, we STILL need a volunteer to 

coordinate and run the RSL AC Sub-Branch 

Blood Bank, and another member to serve 

as the AC RSL Sub-Branch Welfare 

Officer. If you are interested in either of 

these important positions, please contact 

myself or any other member of the 

Committee. 

That's all for this month, but as promised 

in previous reports, we are now able to 

include some photographs of the new 

clubrooms under construction. 

Best Regards, 

Gary B  
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THE POST-WAR MILITARY SERVICE  
OF FILIPINO-AUSTRALIANS 

Part 5:  Mariano Delfin Cubillo,  
Malayan Emergency 

Eight Filipino-Australians from the Northern Territory volunteered 
for service with the AIF during World War 1, and nineteen Filipino-
Australians with a Northern Territory connection are known to have 
volunteered during World War 2. At least ten Filipino-Australians 
continued this tradition of operational service after the war, serving 
as members of the Australian military forces between 1945 and 
1975. 

Antonio Pedro Cubillo (1875-1945) 

Ongoing research has identified that two Filipino-Australians 
served in the Australian military forces during the undeclared war 
known as the Malayan Emergency – one of them being Gunner 
Mariano Delfin Cubillo. 

Mariano Cubillo was the son of Delfin and Theresa Cubillo, and a 
grandson of the Filipino pearl diver Antonio Pedro Cubillo (1875-
1945) from Calape on Bohol Island and Magdalena (née McKeddie, 
1878-1934). Antonio was a grandson of Inocencio Cubillo, a 
Filipino-Spanish sail-maker who had left Spain in 1851 and settled 
in the Philippines, and the first child of Gregorio (‘Bigoy’) Cubillo 
and his wife Macaria. 

In Palmerston (as Darwin was then known), Antonio was a diver 
indentured to a Scottish pearl lugger owner George McKeddie 
(1851-1927). Antonio soon began a relationship with McKeddie’s 
only daughter Lily, and they had five children during their long 
courtship.  

Lily became known as ‘Magdelena’ after being baptised in order to 
marry Antonio. They married at Saint Mary’s Cathedral on 
8 September 1910, and produced several more children – a total of 
ten, all essentially Larrakia but with typically Filipino names: 
Christina Mary, Alberta Beatrice, Ponciano Pedro, Juan Roque, 
Lorenzo Jose, Martina, Eduardo Francis, Delfin Antonio, Anna 
Apolonia and Felipe. 

Delfin Antonio Cubillo (1914-1986) 

Delfin Cubillo was Antonio and Lily’s eighth child and fifth son, born 
on 24 January 1914 in an area of Cavenagh Street known then as 
‘Malaytown’. He attended the Darwin Convent School (St Joseph’s) 
in Cavenagh Street, and was involved with boxing, football and the 
Filipino String Band. With his five brothers, Delfin was a member of 
Darwin’s ‘White Horse Boxing Club’, and was an outstanding 
Australian Rules footballer.   

From the age of 15 Delfin worked as a messenger boy with the 
PMG Department. He later lived on the 2½-mile Road, and became 
Darwin’s first Dental Technician. On 28 March 1936 married 
Theresa Josephine (née Moban/Clarke, 1918-2005) who was 
originally from Broome, with his brother Juan Roque Cubillo as best 
man. Delfin and Theresa had three children: Mariano Delfin Cubillo, 
Inez Susana Cubillo (1939-2000) and John Raymond Cubillo 
(1949-1999). 

On 12 January 1942, Theresa Cubillo and her children were 
evacuated by aircraft to Brisbane, and then to Sydney where they 
stayed with the family of Delfin’s older brother Ponciano.  

Delfin stayed in Darwin, and survived the bombing unscathed 
(although not without some near misses), spent time searching for 
the body of his brother John, and was one of the volunteers to dig 
the first graves at Adelaide River Cemetery. He served in the Army 
during World War 2 as a dental mechanic (1942-46), and re-
established the family in Darwin in 1948. Delfin Cubillo died in 
Darwin on 8 March 1986, aged 72. 

Mariano Delfin Cubillo 

Mariano Cubillo was born in Darwin on 12 September 1936, Delfin 
and Theresa’s first child. Like his father, he attended St Joseph’s 
Primary School in Cavenagh Street.  

He also left school and worked as a messenger boy with the PMG 
Department. He grew up known as ‘Murray’, but was later known 
to his army colleagues as ‘Slippery’. Mariano was also involved in 
amateur boxing, basketball and soccer, and was an original 
member of the inaugural St Mary’s Football Club team in 1952-53.  

Murray and his sister Inez were evacuated to Sydney with their 
mother in advance of the anticipated Japanese attacks on Darwin.  

4/1775 Gunner Mariano Delfin Cubillo 

Mariano enlisted in the Australian Regular Army in Adelaide in 
1955. He was given the number ‘4/1775’ – the numeral ‘4’ prefix 
indicated his enlistment in SA, the Army’s 4th Military District. The 
oblique stroke in post-war Australian Regular Army numbers 
remained in use until 1960. 

He underwent recruit training at Kapooka, where he was a 
contender in the boxing tournament, and was runner-up in the 
Lightweight Division. Cubillo was assigned to the Royal Australian 
Artillery and served at Wagga Wagga, North Head and Georges 
Heights (light anti-aircraft artillery), and then at Holsworthy (25-
pounder field artillery). He was then posted to 105 Field Battery, 
RAA.   

The undeclared war known as the ‘Malayan Emergency’ was a 
guerrilla war fought in the Federation of Malaya from 1948 until 
1960, costing the lives of some 1,800 Malayan and Commonwealth 
troops. Among them were 45 Australians who lost their lives during 
and immediately after this conflict. 

Australia’s commitment to Malaya fell within the context of its 
membership of the British Commonwealth Far East Strategic 
Reserve (BCFESR). The Australian battalions and other ground 
elements saw operational service in Malaya under the command of 
Headquarters Far East Land Forces (FARELF). The 
Commonwealth contribution included Malayan and British units, 
including Gurkhas and Royal Marines. Other Commonwealth troop 
contributing nations included Australia, New Zealand, Fiji, 
Nyasaland, Northern Rhodesia and Southern Rhodesia. 

The Australian commitment to the FESR led to the re-emergence 
of the Australian 105th Field Battery on 1 July 1955. The Battery 
sailed for Malaya on 6 October 1955, and supported the British, 
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Malay and Australian battalions until its return to Australia in 
October 1957.  

The Australian units sent to Malaya formed part of the 
28th Commonwealth Independent Infantry Brigade Group, a 
formation of the BCFESR created in Malaya on 16 September 
1955. The brigade comprised forces from Australia, New Zealand 
and the UK – primarily three infantry battalions (Australia 
contributing a rotating battalion group), and a British field artillery 
regiment with an Australian field artillery battery.  

During this time the deployed Australian battalion (October 1955 to 
August 1957) was the 2nd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment 
(2RAR).   

Headquarters 28th Commonwealth Infantry Brigade Group and the infantry 
battalions were stationed at Minden Barracks on Penang Island in North 
Malaysia (although from 1959 they began relocating to Terendak Camp in 
Malacca on the west coast). 105 Field Battery had its headquarters in 
Butterworth, on the mainland half of the State of Penang, and its gun troops 
were based in Perak and Kedah states.  

The battery became the first unit of the Royal Australian Artillery to fire a shot in 
anger since World War 2. Queenslander Sergeant Ray Nevin of Cairns had 
drawn a lot which gave his 25 pounder crew the honour of opening the battery 
shoot, firing the first Australian shot in Malaya. 

An image held by the Australian War Memorial shows Gunner Mariano Delfin 
Cubillo of Darwin with his gun crew from ‘B’ Troop cleaning and maintaining their 
25-pounder QF field gun on 2 January 1956, after an all-night shoot at 
communist-terrorist positions in Southern Kedah.  On that day, 2RAR had just 
begun patrolling a stretch of hilly jungle in Kedah State in Operation ‘Deuce’, 
after the 25 pounder guns had shelled target areas overnight. RAF jets strafed 
and fired rockets into the jungle in support of the ground troops. The guns of ‘B’ 
Troop were set up in a rubber estate in Kedah known as ‘Dublin Estate’ (with the 
operational nick-name ‘Prune Seed’).   

In conjunction with the other Commonwealth forces, the Australian 
commitment during this long campaign upheld the sovereignty of 
Malaya allowing the successful attainment of independence on 31 
August 1957 (and the eventual creation of Malaysia on 16 
September 1963).  

On Hari Merdeka (‘Independence Day’), the declaration of 
independence from the British Empire was read by Tunku Abdul 
Rahman at the Merdeka Stadium in Kuala Lumpur. To ‘A’ Troop, 
105 Field Battery fell the privilege of firing a 101 gun salute during 
the ‘M’ Day Parade in Penang marking Malayan Independence 
Day, while Gunner Cubillo and ‘B’ Troop remained on call near 
Tambun in support of the 2nd Federal Infantry Brigade.   

 

105 Field Battery suffered one accidental death during this 
deployment, as a result of a motor vehicle accident on 2 August 
1957: 2/8649 Bombardier Donald Keith Sutton.   

The battery very nearly lost an entire gun crew however – at 
Butterworth on the afternoon of Friday 28 September 1956 when a 
25-pounder shell exploded prematurely: “The Army said the men 
were admitted to Kamunting Hospital, Malaya, and their relatives 
had been notified”.   

This incident occurred during a fire mission conducted by ‘B’ Troop, 
providing harassing fire in support of 1 Malay Regiment during 

Operation ‘Deuce’ (continuing search and security operations in 
Kedah). Gunner Cubillo was among six members who sustained 
minor injuries and were admitted to Kamunting British Military 
Hospital (BMH Kamunting) in Taiping, Perak State. The war diary 
records that the gun was completely unserviceable after the 
incident. 

On the afternoon of 18 October 1957, Gunner Cubillo embarked in 
Penang with the single and married unaccompanied members of 
105 Field Battery on HMT New Australia. On 19 October the 
embarkation of 2RAR and miscellaneous detachments was 
complete, and the New Australia sailed that afternoon. 

Cubillo and many of his mates were destined for posting to the 1st 
Field Regiment, RAA; he continued to serve until 13 August 1960. 

After his military service, Murray Cubillo worked as a survey 
chainman with the Department of the Interior, storeman with Bagot 
Community (notably at the time of Cyclone Tracy), Bagot 
Community Welfare Officer and later Manager, and Field Officer 
with the Northern Land Council. 

Commemoration 

‘Cubillo Street’ in the Darwin suburb of Wanguri, named on 7 April 
1971 in honour of Mrs Louisa Agatha Cubillo, also recalls the 
memory of her son Laurie and nephews Pedro and Murray Cubillo 
who all saw military service with the Australian Army during the 
post-war period. 

The service and sacrifice of Australian personnel in this 12 year 
conflict, together with their Malayan and Commonwealth 
colleagues, was not in vain, serving to uphold the sovereignty of 
Malaya allowing the successful attainment of independence on 31 
August 1957, and the eventual creation of Malaysia on 16 
September 1963. 

Paul A Rosenzweig 

ThanksDigger@gmail.com 

More info at: https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger  

 

Thanks Digger 

The ‘Thanks Digger’ Facebook page has been  

established as a tribute to all personnel and others 

 who have served in the defence of Australia and  

Australia’s interests. 

https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger  |  ThanksDigger@gmail.com  

Captions 

Image 1: The headstone in the McMillans Road Cemetery in 
Darwin of Delfin Antonio Cubillo (1914-1986), father of Mariano 
Delfin Cubillo, Inez Susana Cubillo and John Raymond Cubillo. 

mailto:ThanksDigger@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
https://www.facebook.com/Thanks.Digger
mailto:ThanksDigger@gmail.com
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Image 2: D544 Corporal Delfin Antonio Cubillo (1914-1986) served 
during World War 2 as a dental mechanic, from 18 March 1942 to 
6 February 1948. 

Image 3: Mariano Cubillo served with the 1st Australian Infantry 
Brigade Group, at a time when woven formation signs were worn 
on each shoulder of the shirt and battledress jacket. 

Image 4: Formation insignia of the 17th Gurkha Division worn in 
Malaya (1952-57): the patch is printed in dark green on diagonal 
weave cotton drill material, unique to the Gurkha formation 
insignia, leaving the crossed kukris in white as a reverse 
silhouette. The 17th Gurkha Division was formed on 1 September 
1952 at Maxwell Road Camp, Malaya as part of the British Army’s 
response to the Malayan Emergency, and became the operational 
headquarters for all British and Gurkha units in Malaya. From 
1957, when the Federation of Malaya gained independence, the 
division was redesignated ‘17th Gurkha Division/Overseas 
Commonwealth Land Forces (Malaya)’. The Gurkhas suffered 
367 casualties during the Malayan Emergency. 

Image 5: Formation insignia of the 28th Commonwealth 
Independent Infantry Brigade Group. The brigade was formed in 
Malaya on 16 September 1955; it ceased to exist on 31 October 
1971 when it relocated to Singapore and was renamed ‘28 
ANZUK Infantry Brigade Group’. 

Image 6: Extract from a ‘Summary of Conditions’ leaflet: service 
in the Malayan Emergency by Commonwealth army and air force 
personnel was recognised by the General Service Medal, 1918-
1962. The qualifying period for the clasp ‘MALAYA’ was between 
16 June 1948 and 31 July 1960. 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

Another article about a VC awardee, this time a British soldier, Bill Speakman VC 
appears on the following page. 
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                                      Bill Speakman VC 

William Speakman-Pitt, VC (born 21 September 1927 - 20 
June 2018.) is a former British Army soldier and a 
recipient of the Victoria Cross, the highest award for 
gallantry in the face of the enemy that can be awarded to 
British and Commonwealth forces. He was the first 
person to receive an honour from Queen Elizabeth II. As 
of February 2016 he is one of ten living VC recipients. 

Military career 
He was born and brought up in Altrincham, Cheshire. He 
was 24 years old and a private in the Black Watch (Royal 
Highland Regiment), British Army, attached to the 1st 
Battalion, King's Own Scottish Borderers during the 
Korean War when the following deed took place at United 
Hill, for which he was awarded the VC. 
On 4 November 1951 in Korea, when the section holding 
the left shoulder of the company's position had been 
seriously depleted by casualties and was being overrun 
by the enemy, Speakman, on his own initiative, collected 
six men and a pile of grenades and led a series of charges. 
He broke up several enemy attacks, causing heavy 
casualties and in spite of being wounded in the leg 

continued to lead charge after charge. He kept the enemy at bay long enough to enable his company to 
withdraw safely. 
Although his award was made by King George VI, Speakman was the first VC invested by Queen Elizabeth II. 
He later achieved the rank of sergeant and served in Malaya (with the Special Air Service) Borneo and 
Radfan. 

Later life 
Due to financial hardship, Speakman sold his original VC, using the money to put a new roof on his cottage, 
but later got a genuine replacement. His Victoria Cross is displayed in the National War Museum of Scotland 
in Edinburgh Castle. He was interviewed for the 2006 television docudrama Victoria Cross Heroes, which 
also included archive footage and dramatisations of his actions. 
In a ceremony held in Seoul on 21 April 2015, for visiting veterans of the Korean War, Speakman gave a 
replica of his Victoria Cross and other medals to the people and government of South Korea. 
Bill Speakman is currently a uniformed in-pensioner of the Royal Hospital Chelsea. He still meets Queen 
Elizabeth II, and other Victoria Cross recipients at reunions. Speakman died on 20 June 2018. 

The VC citation 

14471590 Private William Speakman Black Watch (Royal Highland Regiment), attached to the 1st Battalion 
The King's Own Scottish Borderers 
From 0400 hrs., 4th November, 1951, the defensive positions held by 1st Battalion The King's Own Scottish 
Borderers were continuously subjected to heavy and accurate enemy shell and mortar fire. At 1545 hrs., this 
fire became intense and continued thus for the next two hours, considerably damaging the defences and 
wounding a number of men. 
At 1645 hrs. the enemy in their hundreds advanced in wave upon wave against the King's Own Scottish 
Borderers' positions, and by 1745 hrs. fierce hand-to-hand fighting was taking place on every position. 
Private Speakman, a member of "B" Company, Headquarters, learning that the section holding the left  
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<<   Bill Speakman in Korea 

shoulder of the company's position had been seriously depleted by 
casualties, had had its N.C.Os. wounded and was being over-run, 
decided on his own initiative to drive the enemy off the position and 
keep them off it. To effect this he collected quickly a large pile of 
grenades and a party of six men. Then, displaying complete disregard 
for his own personal safety, he led his party in a series of grenade 
charges against the enemy; and continued doing so as each successive 
wave of enemy reached the crest of the hill. The force and 
determination of his charges broke up each successive enemy 
onslaught and resulted in an ever-mounting pile of enemy dead. 

Having led some ten charges, through withering enemy machine-gun 
and mortar fire, Private Speakman was eventually severely wounded 
in the leg. Undaunted by his wounds, he continued to lead charge 
after charge against the enemy, and it was only after a direct order 

from his superior officer that he agreed to pause for a first field dressing to be applied to his wounds. Having 
had his wounds bandaged, Private Speakman immediately re-joined his comrades and led them again and 
again forward in a series of grenade charges, up to the time of the withdrawal of his company at 2100 hrs. 
At the critical moment of the withdrawal, amidst an inferno of enemy machine-gun and mortar fire, as well 
as grenades, Private Speakman led a final charge to clear the crest of the hill and hold it, whilst the 
remainder of his company withdrew. Encouraging his gallant but by now sadly depleted party, he assailed 
the enemy with showers of grenades and kept them at bay sufficiently long for his company to effect its 
withdrawal. 
Under the stress and strain of this battle, Private Speakman's outstanding powers of leadership were 
revealed, and he so dominated the situation that he inspired his comrades to stand firm and fight the enemy 
to a standstill. 
His great gallantry and utter contempt for his own personal safety were an inspiration to all his comrades. 
He was, by his heroic actions, personally responsible for causing enormous losses to the enemy, assisting his 
company to maintain their position for some four hours and saving the lives of many of his comrades when 
they were forced to withdraw from their position. 
Private Speakman's heroism under intense fire throughout the operation and when painfully wounded was 
beyond praise and is deserving of supreme recognition.—London Gazette, 28th December, 1951. 

                     



RSL ANGELES CITY SUB BRANCH PHILIPPINES | Issue 148  17 

 

 

JOKE OF THE WEEK  

A young artist exhibits his work for the first time, and a well known art critic is in there. The 
critic approaches the artist and says: “Would you like my opinion on your work?” “Yes, sure. 
I would love to hear it.“ says the artist. “It’s worthless,” says the critic. To which the artist 
replies: “I know, but tell me anyway.” 

Visitor to West Wyalong in New South Wales was interested 

to learn that the Bland Shire in which the town is located had 

teamed up with Dull in Scotland and Boring in Oregon to 

create a “league of extraordinary communities”. Bland and 

Boring apparently named after early residents while Dull got 

its name from the Pictish word for field. Whatever the story it 

makes for a great sign. 

 

Americans might know the difference now between Australia 
and Austria but we still have a way to go in the recognition of states. Goodmailer was talking 
to a salesman in San Francisco recently, who said: “I know where you come from ... 
Australia.” 

He then went on to explain how he had recognised the customer’s Aussie accent as he had 
shared an apartment with an Australian when he was at college. “He was a great guy who 
came from that island at the bottom of Australia, you know, where strange people come 
from. What’s it called again? Oh yes, Transylvania.” 

And speaking of Transylvania (above) another joke. Two nuns are driving through Transylvania 

when they see a vampire in the middle of the road. One nun says to the other: “Show him your cross.” 

The other nun sticks her head out the window and yells: “Get out the road you toothy twat!” 

These funnies are compliments of the Goodmailer section of Brisbane Sunday Mail Newspaper 7 July 
2019 by Journalist Michelle Collins.  
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The Deadliest Female Sniper in History 

 

                                        The Red Army female snipers of WW2 were formidable 

 

In 1957 two women sat, stiff and formal, because of an unwelcome man. Fed up, the younger one 
grabbed the other, pulled her into a room, and locked the door despite the man’s protests. With 
him out of earshot, the friends reminisced. 

One was the wife of a former US president while the other was a heroine of the Soviet Union. 

Lyudmila Mykhailivna Pavlichenko was born on July 12, 1916, in Bila Tserkva, Ukraine, Russia. 
When she was 14, her family moved to Kiev where she joined the Volunteer Society for 
Cooperation with the Army, Aviation, and Navy (DOSAAF). She did well in school. She also 
became a  

sharpshooter – little realizing where it would lead. 

A competitive tomboy, she was also a sprinter and pole vaulter. She took pleasure in competing 
with boys still struggling with women’s equality in a new Soviet system. 

In 1937, Pavlichenko completed her master’s degree in history and was working on her 
doctorate in 1941 when Nazi Germany invaded. In Odessa when it happened, she was among 
the first to volunteer, requesting to join the infantry. She had the option of becoming a nurse, but 
on producing her sharpshooting medals, she joined 2,000 other female snipers in the Red Army. 

 

http://www.warhistoryonline.com/
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Pavlichenko joined the 25th Chapayev Rifle Division and was sent directly to the war front in 
early August 1941, armed with a Tokarev SVT-40 semi-automatic rifle. 

By the end of the month, she had achieved 100 confirmed kills and was promoted to the 
rank of Senior Sergeant. 

In mid-October, with 
Odessa overrun, her unit 
was evacuated by ship to 
Sevastopol in the Crimean 
Peninsula where she 
began counter-sniping – 
dueling with snipers. It 
involved waiting 
completely still for hours or 
days for an enemy sniper 
to make a move. She 
never lost a single 
fight with 36 confirmed 
kills. 

Well-decorated Red Army » 

women snipers celebrate victory 

in 1945. During the war, six women snipers were awarded the gold star of Hero of the Soviet Union. RIA 

Novosti photo 

 

Her longest one took three days, but in the end, she claimed that “the Nazi made one move 
too many.” In May 1942, she became a Lieutenant having killed 257 enemy soldiers. Her 
acceptance speech was simple, “I’ll get more.” 

The Germans knew of her, by then. On loudspeakers, they promised her the rank of a 
German officer and unlimited chocolates (which she found decadently sexist). After her 309th 
kill, the Germans went on their loudspeakers vowing to rip her into 309 pieces. Pavlichenko 
was flattered that they knew her score. 

 

<<<  Supreme Court Justice Robert Jackson, Hero 

of the Soviet Union Maj. Lyudmila Pavlichenko, 

and Eleanor Roosevelt during Pavlichenko’s visit to 

Washington, D.C., ca. 1942. Pavlichenko was the 

top woman sniper of all time, with 309 confirmed 

kills, and the first Soviet citizen welcomed to the 

White House. Library of Congress photo 

 

Her success lay in her strategy. Manikins 
tied to trees and bright pieces of cloth on 
bushes attracted her enemy. Often, she did 

not kill them outright – preferring to shoot them 
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in the legs first. When they cried out, enemy support arrived, or other soldiers slowed down as they 
helped their injured comrades – that was when Pavlichenko finished them all off. 

She was severely wounded on three separate occasions. She also suffered as she lost friends and 
family, as well as her husband. In June 1942, she was injured by mortar fire. 

Following her recovery, she was removed from combat due to her popularity. In July Pavlychenko 
was sent to America and Canada on a goodwill mission. She was the first Soviet citizen to be 
received by an American President when she met Franklin D Roosevelt in the White House. 

She was dumbfounded by the questions from the American press. “Do you wear face powder?” they 
asked. “Why don’t you wear makeup?” “Do you curl your hair?” “Your uniform’s ugly, and it makes 
you look fat!” “You should smile more!” 

In a country far removed from the war and more concerned about image, Pavlichenko was way out 
of her depth. First Lady Anna Eleanor Roosevelt took the young Soviet warrior under her wing. 

At a press conference in Chicago, Pavlichenko said to the gathered crowd, “Gentlemen, I am 25 years 
old, and I have killed 309 fascist invaders… Don’t you think… you have been hiding behind my back 
for too long?” 

It was a rousing success that followed throughout her tour. In Canada, thousands greeted her and a 
fellow Soviet sniper at Toronto’s Union Station. In November 1942 in Britain, she accepted a donation 
from factory workers of £4,516 for three X-ray units for the Red Army. 

On returning home, she was made a Major, received the Gold Star, and was made a Hero of the 
Soviet Union. She never returned to combat and instead became an instructor training snipers until 
the end of the war. 

 

Of the 2,000 Soviet female snipers who fought in WWII, only about 500 
survived. Fortunately, Pavlichenko was among them. 

When the war ended, she completed her doctorate, became a historian, 
and worked as a research assistant with the Soviet Navy. She also 
remarried and lived a quiet life in a two-room apartment. 

During the Cold War between East and West, Mrs. Roosevelt said of the 
deteriorating US-Soviet relations that if “we ever hope to correct certain 
wrong impressions, we can do it only by contact with each other.” 

In September 1957 Mrs. Roosevelt was granted entry to the Soviet Union. 
She received the red carpet treatment but was not allowed to meet anyone 
without a minder. In Moscow, she kept asking about Pavlichenko until 

finally the authorities relented and she was taken to her apartment. 

They chatted with “cool formality,” Roosevelt explained, unable to do more because of the minder 
who sat with them. Then Pavlichenko pulled Roosevelt into her bedroom where the two hugged. 

Roosevelt and Pavlichenko laughed, cried, and had quite a chat – proving that contact can indeed 
correct some wrong impressions. 
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Level 2, Marquee Mall 
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DISCLAIMER 

The Angeles City Sub-Branch of the R&SLA, the Committee and the Editor take no responsibilities for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in this newsletter. 
Nor do they accept any liability for loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly for use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or 

opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Sub-branch, the Committee or the Editor 
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RSL 

Angeles City Sub Branch Philippines 

 
Clubhouse: Hotel Fenson 

1734 San Pablo St., 
Mt.View Balibago, Angeles City 2009, Philippines 

 

 

President 

Gary Barnes 
Mobile: + 63-995-052-8994 
Email:   garylbarnes86@gmail.com 

Vice Presidents 

Chris Weeks 
Mobile: +63-927-320-4149 
Email:   chris.weeks@hotmail.com 

Scott Chambers 
Mobile: +63-998-561-1744 
Email:  wine.guy321@yahoo.com 

Secretary 

Philip Salmon 
Mobile: +63-0999 359 2999 
Email:   secretary@rslangelescity.com 

Committee/Publicity Officer 

Peter Renton 
Mob: +63- 0998 197 4223 
Email: personalitypete@gmail.com 

Treasurer 

Ron Parrott 
Mobile: +63-939-936-5939 
Email:   treasurer@rslangelescity.com 

Committee/Asst Treasurer                                      

Rudolf (Roo) Schiller                                                                                                                                
Mob: + 63- 0977 653 4832 
Email: rudolf54@iinet.net.au 
 

Membership Officer                               Editor                        

David Shine                                                               Larry Smith 
Mobile: +63 0939 853 8168                                   Mobile: +61 423-238-620 
Email: david.shine60@yahoo.com                  Email: tassiedevil47@gmail.com 

 

Quartermaster                                       
  Vacant                                                                                            
Mobile: +63-9                                                                                              

Email: 

 

Do not forget, if dialing ‘in-country’ add in a 0 before the number 

 

 

 

 

 
“The price of liberty is eternal 

vigilance” 

Lest We Forget 
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